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ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY 
DAY                   NAME OF THE DEPARTED              ANNIVERSARY  

 
 23    Norma Assaf      29 
 24    Sleiman El-Bouri     18 
 25    Elias Karadsheh     1 
 25    Gallal Zetouneh     1 
 26    Assaf Aziz      64 
 28    Michel Zakkak     8 
 28    Suha Halteh      30 
 28    Farid Nassar      5 
 

• Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar, 
Valentine, George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Samer, Irene, Nadia, Mona, Christine and Toni, 
George and Helena.  If you have any names of people who need prayers, email them to father. 

 

• 40 days memorial for Jacqueline Tabangi Kamel offered by her husband George, her daughter 
Helena, her brothers and sisters and their families, may her memory be eternal.  

 
ETERNAL LIGHT 

 
• August 29: in loving memory of Nemetallah Kerba from marie gharghoury 

In loving memory of Nada F. Kakish from Farah & Abla Kakish 
For the good health of Rose Ghneim from her family. 
For the good health of Christina Ghneim Shehata from her parents. 

• September 5: in loving memory of Rasmieh El-Achhab from Souheil El-Achhab and family 
• September 19: in loving memory of Ernest Younes from his family 

 

• Ushers for August 29: Naji El-Achhab, Monir Ayad, Maien Kakish, Johnny Tahhan and Colette 
El-Hajj.  

 
• If you wish to get involved in your parish, a good start is to volunteer as an usher. We are 

constantly looking for volunteers, if you are interested please call Colette El-Hajj at 416-558-8665.  
 

Services for September: 
 
• Tuesday August 31st, Great Vespers at 7 PM for the Beginning of the New Year.  
• The Birth of the Theotokos will be celebrated on Tuesday evening September 7th with Orthros 

starting 6:15 PM followed by the Divine Liturgy.  
• The Elevation of the Cross will be celebrated on Monday September 13 evening with Orthros at 6 

PM followed by the Divine Liturgy and the procession with the Cross.  
 

• Starting this Sunday August 22nd, Registration is Mandatory to attend Sunday’s Liturgies.  An 
email will be sent out on a weekly basis with the EVENTBRITE invite so all parishioners must 
register with their number of family members. Maximum allowed capacity is 50% of permitted 
numbers.  If you do not receive an email, you can go to the parish’s website www.stgeorgeto.org to 
register on EVENTBRITE.  Please call Colette for any questions. 
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• Safety Protocols: 

Abide by the provincial safety regulations, (sanitize your hands upon entering, wait for volunteers 
to seat you, always wear your mask in church and respect social distancing)  

Masks can only be taken off when taking communions, you must put your mask on when you are 
returning to your seats 

We rely on your kind cooperation. If you are not able to come, please cancel your registration. 

Looking forward to praying with you.  

• Vespers for the next two Saturdays are cancelled due to weddings and baptisms. 
 

• If you have boxes with your sacrifice during Lent for Food for Hungry People, please, write a check to 
St. George and put in the memo Food for Hungry people. Please, don't bring the box with change in 
it, just write one check for that purpose or e-transfer. May God bless you.  

 
• The Sunday School needs teachers for September. If you would like to volunteer, please contact 

Amanda Qaqish. orthodoxchristianeducation@gmail.com 
 

• Sunday school registration is now open. Please register by clicking on the following 
link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1CLSiTwH8sSQAzxbMCKaakUzjCG2sdCI9TxS0kbtMeuk/edit 
Sunday school will begin in person in September. More details to follow, an email will be sent out to all 
families.  

 
• Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church 

Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate 
• “e-transfer”  info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org Account Name: St. George Church  
• PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to:  St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave, 

Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9    
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice. 
(Psalm 112:5) 

• Bookstore:  New icons have just arrived in our bookstore. The Bookstore is located in the church’s 
basement.  Icons are great gifts for newborn, new home, your car or your children, and Christmas 
gifts.  Please see Colette El-Hajj or Odette Boutros to see these new icons. 

 
• Please, don't forget to send your sacrificial giving to your church of St. George via e-transfer, or 

you can still bring your envelope with you and place it in the box by the candles. Your sacrificial 
giving (financial donation/support) will keep our doors open.  
 

• Canned Food Drive: please bring non-perishable canned food to donate to the needy and place them in 
the box outside in the Narthex.  
 

 
 



1 

Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, August 29, 2021 
Tone 1 / Eothinon 10 

Beheading of the Forerunner and Baptist John 
Venerable Theodora of Thessalonica; Theopistis and Joseph the Sanctified of Samaka 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one for the head of 
state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop 
John, and for their quick release from 
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 رانِ بولُسَ وال ط   أجلِ الِ ت روبوليتِ  مِن  الشمممم     
نِى الر الر  ِ   تَهِمِ   سمم لَِ ي  رِمِ   ووَو  يوحن  وفَكِ  أسمم 

 نَط لُب.
x During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O 

come, let us worship… save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead…” After the Little Entrance, 
chant the apolytikia in the following order: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE 
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the 
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, 
Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, 
granting life to the world. For which cause the 
heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver 
of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, 
glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, 
O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 

َّاليَََّّإن َّ َّمِنَ َّخُتِمَ َّلم ا َّوجسَّالحجَرَ َّالطاهَِّهود، َّرَّدَكَ
َّالجُنْدَّْ َّمِنَ َّاليَََّّ،حُفِظَ َّفي َّالثالَِّوَّْقُمْتَ َّأيُّهاَّمِ ثِ

َّلَِّصَُّل َِّخََّالمَُّ َّالحياة. َّالعالَمَ َّمانِحاً اتَُّو َّقََُّّكَّذلَِّ،
َّالحياةالس َّ َّواهِبَ َّيا َّإليكَ َّهتَفُوا دَُّالمَجََّّْ:ماوات،
دَُّلِتَدْبيرِك،َّدَُّلِمُلْكِكَ،َّالمَجَّْالمَجَّْسيحُ،َّهاَّالمََّأيََُّّّيامَتِكَّقَِّلَِّ

َّالبََّ َّك.دََّحَّْرَِّوََّشَّياَّمُحب 
APOLYTIKION OF THE BAPTIST’S BEHEADING IN TONE TWO 

The memory of the righteous is celebrated with 
songs of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is 
sufficient for thee, O Forerunner. Thou wast 
shown indeed to be the most honorable of the 
prophets, for in the waters thou didst baptize Him 
Whom they had proclaimed. After suffering with 
joy in behalf of the truth, thou didst proclaim 
even to those in Hades the God Who appeared in 
the flesh, Who taketh away the sin of the world, 
and granteth us Great Mercy. 

ابقَُّ َّالس  َّأيُّها َّأنْتَ َّأم ا َّبالمَديحِ، يقِ َّالصِد  تَذْكارُ
.َّلأن كََّظَهَرْتََّبِالحَقيقَةَِّأَشْرَفََّ فَتَكْفيكََّشَهادَةَُّالر ب 
َّفيَّ دَ َّتُعَمِ  َّأَنْ َّاسْتَأْهَلْتَ َّقَدِ َّإذْ َّالَأنْبياء، َّكُلِ  مِنْ
المَجاريَّمَنَّْكَرَزواَّهُمَّْبِهِ.َّومِنَّْثَم َّإذَّْجاهَدْتََّعَنَِّ
َّبالإلَهَِّ َّالجَحيمِ َّفي َّالذينَ رْتَ َّبَش  َّمَسْروراً، الحَقِ 
الظاهِرَِّبِالجَسَدِ،َّالرافِعَِّخَطيئَةََّالعالَم،َّوالمانِحَِّإي اناَّ

َّالر حْمَةََّالعُظْمى.
x Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and 
Anna were delivered from the reproach of 
barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered 
from the corruption of death; thy people do 
celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of 

ةََّمِنَّْعَارَِّالعُقْرَِّأُقْلِقَا،َّوََدَمََّوَحَو اءََّ ــــ  َّيُوَاكِيمََّوَحَنـ إِن 
يَِّيَاَّقَاهِرَةَُّأعُْتِقَا.َّ ادَِّالمَوْت،َّبِمَوْلِدِكَِّالمُقَد  مِنَّْفَســـَ

بُكِ،َّوقَدَّْتَخَل َّ ِْ مَةَِّالِ   تِ،َّفَلَهَُّيُعَيِ دَُّشـــــَ صََّمِنَّْوَصـــــْ
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iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give 
birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life. 

ةََّ يــَ ذِ  هَِّالمُ ــَ دَةََّالِإلــَ دَُّوَالــِ اقِرَُّتَلــِ اَّنَحْوَكِ:َّألعــَ ارِخــً صـــــــــــــــَ
َّحَيَاتَنَا.

THE EPISTLE (For the Beheading) 
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. 

Hearken unto my voice, O God. 
The Reading from the Acts of the 

Holy Apostles. (13:25-33) 
In those days, as John was fulfilling his course, 
he said, “Who do you suppose that I am? I am 
not He. But behold, there comes One after me 
the shoes of whose feet I am not worthy to 
unloose.” Men, brethren, children of the stock of 
Abraham, and those among you who fear God, 
to you is the word of this salvation sent forth. 
For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their 
rulers, because they did not know Him, nor yet 
the voices of the prophets which are read on 
every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning 
Him. And though they found no cause of death 
in Him, yet they asked Pilate that He should be 
slain. And when they had fulfilled all the things 
that were written of Him, they took Him down 
from the tree, and laid him in a tomb. But God 
raised Him from the dead; and for many days He 
was seen by those who came up with Him from 
Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses 
to the people. And we bring you the good news 
of the promise made to the fathers, that God has 
fulfilled the same to us their children, in that He 
raised up Jesus again. 

قَّبالرب َّ.استَمِعَّْياَّاللهَّلِصَوْتي. يَفْرَحَُّالصدِ 
يسين  .فصلٌ مِن  أو  لِ الرسُلِ القدِ 

َّقَفِقََّ يِهِ ِْ َّسَ َّقضاءَ َّيوحَن ا َّبَلَغَ َّلم ا َّالأيامِ َّتلْكَ في
َّأنِ يَّأناَّ:يقُولَّ َّتَحْسَبونَ َّولكِنََّّْ؟مَنْ َّإياهُ َّأنا لَسْتُ

َّحِذاءََّ َّأحُل  َّأن َّأستَحِقُّ  َّ َّمَنْ َّبَعْدِي َّيأتِي هوذا
أيُّهاَّالرِجالَُّالإخوَةَُّبَنِيَّجِنْسَِّلبراهيمََّوالذينَََّّ.قَدَمَيْه

َّ.هذاَّالخلاصَّةَُّمََّلَِّإلَيْكُمَّأُرْسِلَتَّْكَََّّ،يت قُونََّاَللهَّبَيْنَكُم
َّأورَشَل َّفي َّالساكِنينَ َّورؤَساءَهُميلأن  َّحَيْثََُّّ،مَ من

َّتإن هُمَّلَمَّْيعرِفُوهَُّو َّأقوالََّالأنبياءَِّال يَّتُتْلىَّفيَّكلِ 
ومَعََّأن همَّلَمَّْيَجِدُواَّعلَيْهََِّّ.أتَمُّواَّبالقَضاءَِّعليهَّ،ت َّبَّْسَّ

ولَم اََّّ.بيلاقُسََّأنَّْيُقتَلَّنَّقَلَبُواَّمََِّّ،و َّعِل ةًَّلِلْمَوْتَّ
َّماَّكُتِبََّعنه لُوهَُّعنَِّالخَشَبَةَِّوَوَضَعُوهََُّّ،أتَمُّواَّكُل  أنَِ

َّاَللهَّأقامَهَُّمََِّّ.فيَّقَبْر َّ راءىَّوتَََّّ،بينَِّالأمواتَّنَّلَكن 
َّإلىَّ َّالجليلِ َّمن َّمَعَهُ َّصَعِدُوا َّللذ ينَ َّكثيرةً أياماً

َّالشعبََّّ،أورشليمََّ َّالآنََّعندَ َّشُهودٌ َّاللهََّبََِّّوَهُمْ قَدََّّْأن 
َّإذَّْأقامََّيسوع.َّ،أت مَهَُّلناَّنحنَُّأو دَهُم

THE GOSPEL (For the Beheading) 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to St. Mark. (6:14-30) 
At that time, Jesus’ Name had become known, 
and King Herod heard of it.  Some said, “John 
the Baptizer has been raised from the dead; that 
is why these powers are at work in Him.”  But 
others said, “It is Elijah.”  And others said, “It is 
a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.”  But 
when Herod heard of it he said, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised.”  For Herod had sent 

قُس الإن جيليِ   يسِ مَر  لٌ شَريفٌ مِن  بِش رَةِ القِد  فَص 
 .والتِ ل  يذِ الط  مِر البَشيرِ 
َّ مِانَِّســــَ هيرودُيَُّالمَلِكَُّبخَبَرَِّيســــوعَََّّعََّمَِّفيَّذلِكََّال

مُهَُّ َّاســــــــــــــَ ََّّدَِّكانََّقَََّّ)لأن  َّيوحناَّ"فقالَََّّ،هَرَ(تََّاشــــــــــــــْ إن 
كََّمَــّعَّْالمََّ لَِّذلــِ دَّْقــامََّمنَّبيْنَِّالأمواتِ،َّمنَّأجــْ دانََّقــَ

وَخرونَََّّ"،إن هَُّايلِيا"وقالَََّخَرُونَََّّ."اتو َّتَعْمَلَُّبهَّالقَُّ
مِعََّهيرودُيََُّّ."أوَّكأحَدَِّالأنبياءَّ،إنهَُّنبِي َّ" فلَم اَّســــــــــَ

هُ،َّ"َّ:قالَّ إن ماَّهذاَّهُوََّيوحناَّالذيَّقَطَعْتَُّأنَاَّرأســــــــــــــَ
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and seized John, and bound him in prison for the 
sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 
because he had married her.  For John said to 
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.”  And Herodias had a grudge 
against him, and wanted to kill him.  But she 
could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that 
he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him 
safe. When he heard him, he was much 
perplexed; and yet he heard him gladly.  But an 
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and 
the leading men of Galilee.  For when Herodias’ 
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod 
and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask 
me for whatever you wish, and I will grant it.”  
And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I 
will give you, even half of my kingdom.”  And 
she went out, and said to her mother, “What 
shall I ask?”  And she said, “The head of John 
the Baptizer.”  And she came in immediately 
with haste to the king, and asked, saying, “I want 
you to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.”  And the king was 
exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and 
his guests he did not want to break his word to 
her.  And immediately the king sent a soldier of 
the guard and gave orders to bring his head.  He 
went and beheaded him in the prison, and 
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the 
girl; and the girl gave it to her mother.  When his 
disciples heard of it, they came and took his 
body, and laid it in a tomb.  The Apostles 
returned to Jesus, and told him all that they had 
done and taught. 

دَّْقــامََّمنَّبينَِّالأموات هَُّقــَ َّهيرودُيََّهــذاََّّ".إنــَ لأن 
كََّيوحناَّوأوْثَقَهَُّفيَّ لََّوأمْســــــــــَ هَُّكانََّقدَّأرْســــــــــَ نفســــــــــَ

جْنَِّمنَّأجلَِّهيرودياَّام هَُّلأن ََّّ،سََّرأةَِّأخيهَِّفيلبَُّّالســـــــــــِ
وَِجَهَا هَُّ َّفكانََّيوحن اَّيقولَُّلهيرودُيََّإن ََّّ.كانََّقدَّت

َّلكََّأنَّتكونََّلكََّامرأةَُّأخيك فكانَتَّْهيرودياََّّ.يَحِلُّ
َّهيرودُيَََّّ،حانِقَةًَّعليهَِّتريدَُّقتْلَهَُّ تَطِعْ،َّلأن  فَلَمَّْتَســـــــــْ

يسٌََّّكانَّيخافَُّمِنَّْيوحناَّلِعِلْمِهَِّبأن هَُّرجُلٌَّبار َّ وقدِ 
ويُحافِظَُّعليه،َّوكانََّيصنعَُّأموراًَّكثيرةًَّعلىَّحَسَبَِّ

مِعََّمنهَُّ مَعَُّمنهَُّبانبســا َّ،ماَّســَ ولَم اَّكانَََّّ.وكانََّيَســْ
نَعََّهيرودُيَُّفيَّمولِدِهَِّعَشــــــاءًََّّ،يومٌَّموافِقَّ وقدَّْصــــــَ

دَخَلَتَِّابنةََُّّ،لِعُظَمائِهَِّوقُو ادَِّالألُوفَِّوأعيانَِّالجليلَّ
َّهيرودُيََّوالْمُت كِئينََّّفأَعجَبَتََّّْقَصَتَّْهيرودياَّهذِهَِّوَرََّ

هَُّ ةََِّّ.مَعــَ بِيــ  كَُّلِلْصــــــــــــــَ ــِ اَّ"َّ:فقــالََّالمل اقْلُبِيَّمِنِ يَّمَهْمــَ
بْتَِّمِنِ يََّّ".فأعطيِكََّّ،أردْتَّ هَاَّأنَّْمَهْمَاَّقَلَ وَحَلَفََّلَ

فََّمَمْلَكَتِي ـــكَِّوَلَوَّْنِصــــــــــــــْ تََّّْ.أعُْطِي ـــَ تَّْوقـــال فَخَرَجـــَ
ا هــــــَ َّأقلــــــبَّ"َّ:لأمِ  تََّّْ؟"،مــــــاذا َّيوحنــــــ َّ"َّ:قــــــالــــــَ اَّرأيَ
ة َّ."َّدانمَــّعَّْالمََّ كَِّبســــــــــــــرعــَ تَّعلىَّالملــِ تَِّدَخَلــَ ولِلْوَقــْ

تَّقــائلــةًَّ نيَّعلىَّالفوْرَِّرأيََّأريــدَُّأنَّتُعْطيََّ"َّ:وقَلَبــَ
فاســـــــــــــتْحَوْذََّعلىَّالملِكََِّّ".دانَِّفيَّقَبَق َّمََّعَّْاَّالمََّيوحن َّ

نٌَّشــديدَّ نَهَُّمََِّّ،حُِْ َّ،كِئيَنَّمَعَهَُّمينَِّوالْمُت َّلَِّاليََّأجََّّْنَّولَكِ 
هاَّرِدَّْأنَّلَمَّْيَُّ د  ي افاًََّّ.يصــــُ وأَمَرََّأنََّّْ،ولِســــاعَتِهَِّأنفَذََّســــَ

وأَتىََّّ،فانطَلَقََّوقَطَعََّرأسَهَُّفيَّالسِجْنََّّ.يُؤْتَىَّبرأْسِهَِّ
هَِّفيَّقَبَق َّ بِي ةََِّّ،برأســِ بِي ةَُّأعطَتْهََُّّ،وأعطاهَُّلِلْصــَ والصــَ

هــــا ــــذُهََُّّ.لأمِ  َّتلامي مِعَ هََُّّ،وســــــــــــــَ ــــَ َّجُث ت َّورَفَعُوا فجــــاءُوا
عُوهاَّفيَّقَبْر َّ لَُّإلىَّيســـــــــوعَََّّ.وَوَضـــــــــَ واجتَمَعََّالرُســـــــــُ
َّشيء َّ َّماَّعَل مُوا.َّ،وأخبرُوهَُّبِكُلِ  َّماَّعَمِلُواَّوكُلِ  َّكُلِ 

x The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual with the following variable. 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) FOR THE BEHEADING 
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous 
be; he shall not be afraid of evil tidings. Alleluia. 

َّمِنََّ َّيَخْشى َّو  َّالأبَد. َّإلى َّيَكونُ يقِ َّالصدِ  تَذْكارُ
 .السماعَِّالخبيث.َّهَلِلوييا
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THE DISMISSAL 
Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ 
our true God, through the intercessions of His 
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; 
by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 
Cross; by the protection of the honorable 
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication 
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner 
and Baptist John—whose beheading we 
commemorate today—of the holy, glorious 
and all-laudable apostles; of our father among 
the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of 
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have 
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and 
protector of this holy community; of the holy and 
righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; 
of the holy and Venerable Theodora of 
Thessalonica; and Theopistis and Joseph the 
Sanctified of Samaka, whose memory we 
celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy 
on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and 
loveth mankind. 

قامََّمِنَّ نَّأيُهاَّالمَسيحَُّإلهُناَّالحَقيقي،َّياَّمَََّّالك من 
ةَِّالطَهـــارَةَِّ ـــ  كََّالكُلِ ي ـــاعـــاتَِّأُمـــِ  ف بينَِّالأمواتِ،َّبِشــــــــــــــَ

ب   َّعَيــْ لِ  ةَّمِنَّْكــُ ليــبَِّالكَريمَِّ والبَريئــَ دْرةَِّالصــــــــــــــَ وبقــُ
ةَِّ المُحْيي  مــــَ َّالمُكَر  ةِ مــــاوِيــــ  وبِطِلْبــــاتَِّالقُو اتَِّالســــــــــــــَ

َّالكَريمَِّالســــــــــابِقَِّالمَجيدَِّ العادِمَةَِّالأجْســــــــــادِ َّوالنَبِيِ 
 َّالذيَّنُقِيمَُّتَذْكَارََّقَطعَِّهَامَتِهَِّاليومَّالمَعْمَدانَّيوحَن ا

ينََّ ر فينََّوالقديســــِ  لَِّالمُشــــَ َّمَديح الرُّســــُ َّالجَديرينََّبِكُلِ 
يْسِينََّيُوْحَن اَّ الْفَمَّْرَئيسََِّّالْذَهَبِي َّوَأبِينَاَّالجَلِيلَِّفِيَّالْقِدِ 

اقِفَةَِّالْقســـطنطينَِّ ريفَةالهَذِهَِّالخِدْمَةََِّّكاتِبَّ ي ة،أســـَ َّ شـــَ
هَداءَِّالمُتَأَلِ قينََّبالظَفَرَّ يســــــــــينََّالمَجيديِنََّالشــــــــــُّ َّ؛والقِد 

حينََّبا   بائِناَّالأبْرارَِّالمُتَوَشـــــــِ  والقد يسَِّ)ــــــــــــــــــــــةِ(ََّّوَ
ـــــــــــةِ(َّشفيعََّ)شَفِيعَِّْ)فُلان،َّفُلانة(َّ ـــــــــــةِ(َّوَحاميـ هذَِهََِّّ)ـ
سة  يقَيْنَِّجَد يَّوََّّالر عِي ةَِّالمقَُد  يسَيْنَِّالصدِ  المَسيحَِّالقِدِ 

َّالإلـــــهَِّ ثيوتورا التسمممممممممممم لون   ممم ى  يسمممممممممينَ د  والقمممِ  
الذينَََّّىسممم م    ن  مِ  نِ ي  ذَ لَ ال فَ ويوسمممُ  ت سَ ثيوب سممم  و 

يســــــــــــــيـــكَ،َّارْحَمنـــاَّ د  ذْكـــارَهُمَُّاليَوْمَ َّوجَميعَِّقـــِ نُقيمَُّتـــَ
َّلِلْبَشَر. َّوخَلِ صْناَّبِماَّأن كََّصالِحٌَّومُحِب 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, 
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us 
and save us. 

َّيَسوعَُّ :الك من يسينَ،َّأيُّهاَّالر بُّ بِصَلَواتََِّبائِناَّالقِد 
َّالمَسيحَُّإلهُنا،َّارْحَمْناَّوخَلِ صْنا.

Choir: Amen.   ََّمين.َّالجوق
These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese 

Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, 
The Octoechos, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, 
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond 
printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration 
Monastery. 
 



The Beheading of the Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner, and 
Baptist John 
Commemorated on August 29 
 

 
 
Troparion & Kontakion 	
Troparion	—	Tone	2	

The	memory	of	the	righteous	is	celebrated	with	hymns	of	praise,	/	but	the	Lord’s	testimony	is	sufficient	for	
you,	O	Forerunner.	/	You	were	shown	in	truth	to	be	the	most	honorable	of	the	prophets,	/	for	you	were	
deemed	worthy	to	baptize	in	the	streams	of	the	Jordan	Him	whom	they	foretold.	/	Therefore,	having	suffered	
for	the	truth	with	joy,	/	you	proclaimed	to	those	in	hell	God	who	appeared	in	the	flesh,	/	who	takes	away	the	
sin	of	the	world,	/	and	grants	us	great	mercy.	

Kontakion	—	Tone	5	
The	glorious	beheading	of	the	Forerunner,	/	became	an	act	of	divine	dispensation,	/	for	he	preached	to	those	
in	hell	the	coming	of	the	Savior.	/	Let	Herodias	lament,	for	she	entreated	lawless	murder,	/	loving	not	the	law	
of	God,	nor	eternal	life,	/	but	that	which	is	false	and	temporal.	

The Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner of the Lord, John the Baptist: The Evangelists 

Matthew (Mt.14:1-12) and Mark (Mark 6:14-29) provide accounts about the martyric end of 

John the Baptist in the year 32 after the Birth of Christ. 

Following the Baptism of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist was locked up in prison by Herod 

Antipas, the Tetrarch (ruler of one fourth of the Holy Land) and governor of Galilee. (After 

the death of king Herod the Great, the Romans divided the territory of Palestine into four 

parts, and put a governor in charge of each part. Herod Antipas received Galilee from the 

emperor Augustus). 

The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife, the 

daughter of the Arabian king Aretas, and then instead cohabiting with Herodias, the wife of 

his brother Philip (Luke 3:19-20). On his birthday, Herod made a feast for dignitaries, the 

elders and a thousand chief citizens. Salome, the daughter of Herod, danced before the 



guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl, he swore to give her whatever she would 

ask, up to half his kingdom. 

The vile girl on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias asked that she be given the head 

of John the Baptist on a platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of God 

for the murder of a prophet, whom earlier he had heeded. He also feared the people, who 

loved the holy Forerunner. But because of the guests and his careless oath, he gave orders 

to cut off the head of Saint John and to give it to Salome. 

According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead preacher of repentance once more opened 

and proclaimed: “Herod, you should not have the wife of your brother Philip.” Salome took 

the platter with the head of Saint John and gave it to her mother. The frenzied Herodias 

repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the prophet with a needle and buried his holy head in a 

unclean place. But the pious Joanna, wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, buried the head of 

John the Baptist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of Olives, where Herod had a parcel of 

land. (The Uncovering of the Venerable Head is celebrated February 24). The holy body of 

John the Baptist was taken that night by his disciples and buried at Sebastia, there where 

the wicked deed had been done. 

After the murder of Saint John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern for a certain time. 

Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, later sent Jesus Christ to him, Whom he mocked (Luke 

23:7-12). The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even during their 

earthly life. Salome, crossing the River Sikoris in winter, fell through the ice. The ice gave 

way in such a way that her body was in the water, but her head was trapped above the ice. 

It was similar to how she once had danced with her feet upon the ground, but now she 

flailed helplessly in the icy water. Thus she was trapped until that time when the sharp ice 

cut through her neck. 

Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and Herodias, as once they 

had brought them the head of Saint John the Baptist. The Arab king Aretas, in revenge for 

the disrespect shown his daughter, made war against Herod. The defeated Herod suffered 

the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligua (37-41) and was exiled with Herodias first to 

Gaul, and then to Spain. 

The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist, a Feast day established by the Church, is also a 

strict fast day because of the grief of Christians at the violent death of the saint. In some 

Orthodox cultures pious people will not eat food from a flat plate, use a knife, or eat food 

that is round in shape on this day. 

Today the Church makes remembrance of Orthodox soldiers killed on the field of battle, as 

established in 1769 at the time of Russia’s war with the Turks and the Poles. 



SUMMER Byzantine 
Chant Class 

St. GeoRGe AntiochiAn ChuRch 

St. George welcomes all who are interested in learning practical 
chanting as well as Byzantine notation to participate in a series 

of  chanting classes from July 8th - Sept 2nd every Thurs at  
6:30-8:00pm. 

 

Youth ages 10-16 years old who wish to learn Byzantine  
notation are invited to join our Byzantine kids chant class every 

Thursday evening at 5:30-6:15 pm from July 8th - Sept 2nd. 
 

Classes will take place at St. George Church, 9116 Bayview Ave. 
 

Contact Alexa Ishac at alexa.ishac@gmail.com or (647) 960-6963 or 
Jimmy Haddad at (647) 961-4551 to register or for more information. 



Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

Christ is in our Midst, 

We have suffered an unprecedented time to say the least,  however, over the past 18 months, our church 
has been blessed with your love, your passion and commitment and it was through your ongoing 
generosity and unwavering support that we were able to keep St. George open and operational during 
this unprecedented time.  On behalf of Fr. George, Parish Council members, and members of the Church's 
Maintenance Committee, we want to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation for the continued 
support each and everyone has given.   

As many of you are aware, prior to the pandemic, our church was in need of certain infrastructure repairs, 
however, due to the pandemic and Provincial wide restrictions, we were forced to place many urgent 
maintenance repairs on hold. Unfortunately, it is time that we must address these urgent repairs.  As you 
know, the church requires ongoing maintenance and upkeep, not just for the beautification but for the 
safety and comfort of our community and surrounding neighbours.  

Now with your support we would like to launch a summer fundraising campaign commencing this July 
2021, to help cover the cost of some of the immediate and urgent repairs within our church and 
surrounding property.  These repair and replacement costs are estimated to be $100,000 and include, but 
not limited to, the following: 

1. Air Conditioner unit is currently nonoperational and requires replacement; 

2. The parking lot "catch basins" require cleaning and "manhole covers" to be replaced. The 

City of Richmond Hill has inspected the basins and has given notice to the church; 

3. The Wood Fence surrounding the church property has fallen and requires immediate 
repair. 

As you know, everything with age comes maintenance and up-keeping. And as such, our church is over 30 
years old and we must up-keep the building and surrounding property.  With your help and ongoing 
generosity, we can meet our maintenance goals for 2021. 

We will have a Fundraising Thermometer shown in the church's weekly bulletin to show the progress of 
the fundraising campaign.  It is through our strength in numbers, that together we will achieve and exceed 
our financial goals to keep our church fully functional and operational. 

We are forever grateful. 

Your Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

Maintenance Committee:  

 George Boutros 
 Kathy Kakish 
 


