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ANNIVER SARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DE PARTED ANNIVERSARY
31 Chehade Batchoun 11
31 Joli Shihaiber 15
1 Marhaba Hauraney 66
2 Richard Haick 24
2 Robert Qagish 15
2 Lawrence Omrin 14
2 Ispiro Halabi 9
4 Ernest Younes 10
4 Adnan Qagqish 45
5 Ajiaya Aziz 54
5 JosephineEllis 34
6 Amalia Thalia Gregoriou 7
6 Shafic Shuhaibar 24
6 Nawal Chahine 18

Please, pray for the heath of the following parishiones. Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassa,
Valentine, George, Nina, Sonia, Geomge, Elizabeh, Beshag, Samer, IreneNadia, Mona, @ristine and
Toni, George, Jacqueline and Helehfiyou have any nanes of people who needprayers email them to
father.

ETERNAL LIGHT

June 6BJune27:  inloving memory ofGeagette Fadelfrom Jocelyne Korkor & family.
June 6: in loving menory of Ernest Younesfrom his family.

"Christ is Risen" from Pascha inAscensim we greet each othe persoror in writing by Christ is
Risen, Truly Risen.

2021 Graduates If you child is graduating high school or university, please send Amanda Qagish
directly higher information with a picture. We need/her his name, daraoluaing from, degree ah
what will he/she be stlying at the university. Email all information

to orthodoxchristianeducation@gmail.com.

Young Adults getting together on Tuesdaynk 8th at 7 PM.

Engagedcouples getting together Tuesday June 22nd at 7 PM.

If you have boxes with your sacrifice during Lent farod for Hungry Peoplg please, write a check to
St. George and put in the mefRood for Hungry people Please, don't bringthe box with change in
it, just write one check for that purpose dransfer. May God bless you.

June Schedule of Services

The Feast ofthe Ascensiorwill be celebrated with Vespers on Wednesday June 9tiPkt, Orthros at
6 PM on Thursday June 10ibilowed by the Divine Liturgy.

Soul SaturdayJune 19th at 10 AM Divine Liturgy.

Birth of St. John the Baptist, Divine Liturgy on Wednesdajune 23rd at 7 PM.

Feast of St. Peter and PaulJune 29th Orthros &t30 PM followed by the Divine Liturgy.

Perntecost Sunday June 20th followed by the kneeling service.
1



¥ Sunday June 13th at 7 PMhe Ladies are organizing a seminar on hearing.

¥ We woul like to take the opportunity to congratulatg Gr. 12 going to possecondary
educationWe are so proud of awgraduating students. We would like to congratulate all of our
graduates and pray for them in their future endeavours.

2021 Graduates:

Youssef Freiga:Ryerson Engineering
Tony Zidan: Biochemicalsciences York University
Mousa Aleilan Ryerson Engineerg
Talia Deratani: physical and environmental science UofT Scarborough
Mathew Alhaddad Humber College for Electrical Engineering
¥ Our amual Sunday School graduation will be held in church if we are allowed by public health
guidelines, otherwise it Wibe outside as a drive thru/wdheu ceremony. All students and their

families are welcom& come and pick up their graduation gift aedtificate.

Graduation will be held oBUNDAY JUNE 27,2021AT 12:00pm Outside in the church parking lot
after litur gy.

All of our Sunday school stedts JK- OTT2 arewelcomeé
Please come dressed to take a picture with Abuna

¥ The Sunday Schbooeeddeacherdgor September. If you would like to volunteer, please contact
Amanda Qagqishorthodoxchristianeducation@gmaibm

¥ Surday School registration for next year will be open late Atygusredetails to follow. If you have
any questions, please contact Amanda Qamjittftodoxchristianeducation@gmail.com

¥ PLEDGE FORM 2021: Please fillyour pledgeform if you have not donesoasto allow usto budget
for thisyea. Plea® ®eattached fam.

¥ Kindly Submit your Contribution thr ough the Following Methods: Connectto the Church
Website www.stgeorgeb.org Click on Donate

¥ OetransferO info@stgeomeantiochianchurch.org Account Name: St George Church

¥ PayPd, or serd your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9
Goodwill cometo thosewho are generous and lend freely, who condud their affairswith justice.
(Psalm 112:5)




¥ Bookstore: New icons haw just arrived in aur bookstore. The Bookstore islocated in the cturchOs
basement. Icons aegrea giftsfor newborn, new homeyour car or your children, and Christmas
gifts. Please see Colette El-Hajj or Odette Boutros to see thesenew iocons.

¥ Pleas,don't forge to send your sacrificial giving to your church of St. George via e-tr ansfer, or
you can still bring your envdope with you and placeit in the box by the candes. Your sarificial
giving (financial donation/support) will keepour doorsopen

¥ CannedFoaod Drive: please bmg ron-perishale canned food to dorate to the neady and place themin
the box outside in the Narthex.
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NOTE TO CLERGYRemember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one for the |
state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese.

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop| :))}aallg u_.j\,_, Culgag siall Jal Cral 2 ulaid)
John, and for their quick release from| * . Dol cE wE 4.
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Gl )« Opall Lagiages Laayad clag s

Lord. ulh

VARIOUS ARRANGEMENTS OF “CHRIST IS RISEN”
Arabic (slow, chan) // English §low, chan) // EnglishArabic-Greek Quick, chant)
EnglishGreek glow, cloral) // Arabic glow, choral
o The Priest begins Divine Liturgy with “Blessed is the Kingdom” and the choir responds
“Amen.” Bearing the Paschal Candle, the Priest then leads the singing of the Pasg
Apolytikion and censes the west side of the Altar Table.

Priest: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death; and upon those
tombs bestowing life!

e TheChoir then sings this twice, and the Liturgy continues with the Great Litany.

THE FIRST ANTIPHON

Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to h j.2 - |.L2] a1 ¢ a3 2 L4 oz
Name, give glory to His praises. 2 lyhael 4l Bl cpa)¥) aes b Jm
Refrain: Through the intercessions of t . ] Ll
Theotokos, O Savior, save us. el el b ealY) sdlly clelady :Zujﬁ\

Say toGod: How awesome are Thy works; let| o) & o 84< (aliLe] caay L b 1ol gs
the earth worship Thee, and sing to THeet it gfv @ &;‘/ o J o fjja
sing a song to Thy Name, O Most Hig (4eit)) . M2l \gl el (ysliyg Gl (gadin
(Refrain) | (A ... Ol s GV el A2l
Glory... Both now... (Refrain) - ’

THE SECOND ANTIPHON

May Godhave mercy upon us, and bless us, | Lle SVEGTY ,'=f=ab ‘USC‘:*J e 4 ub—‘-d
may He cause His face to shine upon us, s

have mercy upon us. ESESTY
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art rig 0= & a8 G2 b el (3l L L_cals 243U
from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. usslla &l d—p—d ‘Q\}:&\

That Thy way may be known upon earth, T & | ries By & P g 5 Caadl
salvation among all n@ins; let the peoples giy ol & gy dah U‘J\y‘ uﬁ )=l

thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples ¢ . & o iad Ay a_my_ud\ &l Caiah el iadlA
thanks to Thee Refrain) ( Lo )




May God bless us, and may all the ends of
earth fear Him.Refrain)
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON

+ Let God arise, and let His enemies
scattered, and let them that hate Him {
from before His face.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampll
down death by death; and upon those in
tombs, bestowing life!

+ As smoke vanisheth, so let them vaniak
wax melteth before the fireRefrain)

+ So let sinners perish at the presence of (
and let the righteous be gla@Rgfrain)

+ This is the day which the Lord hath made;
us rejoice and be glad thereiRgfrain)
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THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA

In the gathering places bless God the Lord, f
the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of G
Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Th
Alleluia.
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE

Let us believers praise and worship the W«
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, borr
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleas
in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer de
and to raise the dead by His glorig

Resurrection.
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x Nowsing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT

Though Thou didstlescend into the grave,
Immortal One, yet didsThou destroy the powse
of Hades, and didst arise as viGtd Christ God
calling to themyrrh-bearing women, Rejoic¢
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and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Tl
Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
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THE EPISTLE FOR BLIND MAN SUNDAY

Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve (

Save meO Lord, for the godly man is no mor,
The Reading from the Acts of theHoly
Apostles. (16:1634)

In those days, while we the apostles were gt
to the place of prayer, we were met by a sl
girl who had a spirit of divination, who broug
her masters much gain by soothsaying.
followed Paul and us, and cried out sayi
37TKHVH PHQ DU tHe WbisUHidh God
ZKR SURFODLP WR XV WKH
she did this for many days. But Paul W
DQQR\HG DQG WXUQHG D
charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to ¢
RXW RI KHU =~ $QG LW FDPH
when ler masters saw that the hope of their ¢
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dra
them into the marketplace before the rulers;
when they had brought them to the magistre
WKH\ VDLG 37KHVH PHQ D
and they, being Jewsye setting forth custon
which are not lawful for us to receive or obser
VLQFH ZH DUH 5RPDQV ~ 7K
up together against them, and the magistr
tore their garments off them, and commande
beat them with rods. And when they haflicted
many stripes upon them, they cast them
prison, charging the jailer to keep them saf
Having received such a charge, he cast them
the inner prison, and fastened their feet in
stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas w
praying and singing hymns to God, and {
prisoners were listening to them, and sudde
there was a great earthquake, so that
foundations of the prison were shaken; ;i
immediately all the doors were opened and e}
RQHYY IHWWHUV ZHUH X&),
being roused out of sleep and seeing the pr

doors open, drew his sword and was about tg
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himself, supposing that the prisoners |
escaped. But Paul cried out with a loud vg
VD\LQJ 3R QRW KDUP \RX
KHUH ~ $Q @ fdf kyhEs@ar@ @ushed in, ar
fell down before Paul and Silas trembling w
IHDU DQG EURXJKW WKHP
ZKDW PXVW , GR WR EH V
3% HOLHYH LQ WKH /RUG -H
EH VDYHG \RX DQG \R Xthey
spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to all w
were in his house. And he took them the s:
hour of the night, and washed their stripes,
was baptized, he and his entire household. T
he brought them up into his house, and set {
before then, and rejoiced greatly, with his ent
house, in that he had believed in God.
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THE GOSPEL FOR BLIND MAN SUNDAY

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. John. (9:138)
At that time, when Jesus was passing, he s
man blind from his birth. And His discipl¢
DVNHG +LP B35DEEL ZKR VI
SDUHQWYVY WKDW KH ZDYV
DQVZHUHG 3,W ZDV QRW W
parentsbut that the works of God might be mag
manifest in him. | must work the works of Hi
who sent Me, while it is day; night comes, wh
no one can work. As long as | am in the worl
DP WKH OLJKW RI WKH ZRL
spat on the ground andaate clay of the spittl
DQG DQRLQWHG WKH PDQ
VD\LQJ WR KLP 3*R ZDVK L
ZKLFK PHDQV 36HQW ~ 6R K
came back seeing. The neighbors and those
KDG VHHQ KLP EHIRUH D\iL
WKH PDQ ZKR XVHG WR VLW
LV KH~ RWKHUV VDLG 31R
VDLG 3, DP WKH PDQ °~ 7KH
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my eyes and said to en‘Go to Siloam and
wash’; so I went and washed and received my
sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees
the man who had formerly been blind. Now
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clg
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again askeg
how he had received his sight. And he saic
them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed,
and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This
man is not from God, for He does not keep
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man wh
1s a sinner do such signs?” There was a division
among them. So they again said to the blind n
“What do you say about Him, since He has
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Jews did not believe that he had been &k
andhad received his sight, until they called
parents of the man who had received his si
and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say
was born blind? How then does he now see?” His
parents answered, “We know that this is our son,
and that he was boblind; but how he now se¢
we do not know, nor do we know who oper
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak|
himself.” His parents said this because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already ag
that if anyone should confess him to berit,
he was to be put out of the synagod
Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age, ask
him.” So for the second time they called the man
who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God
the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He
answered, “Whether he is a sinner, | do n
know; one thing | know, that though | was blir
now I see.” They said to him, “What did He do
to you? How did He open your eyes?” He
answered them, “I have told you already, and
you would not listen. Why do you want to hég
again? Do you too want to become |
disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You

are His disciple, but we are disciples of Mos
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We know that God has spoken to Moses, by
for this man, we do not know where He con
from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a -
marvel! You do not know where He comes frg

and yet He opened my eyes. We know that
does not listen to sinners, but if anyone

worshiper of God and does His will, God liste
to him. Never since the world began has it b
heard that amyne opened the eyes of a man b
blind. If this man were not from God, He col

do nothing.” They answered him, “You were
born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And

they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had

him out, and having found him Heida ‘Do you
believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And
who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?” Jesus
said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He
who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.”
And he worshiped Him.
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MEGALYNARION FOR

PASCHA IN TONE ONE

The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace:
pure Virgin, rejoice, and again | say, rejoice; f
thy Son hath arisen from the grave on the tf

day.

Shine,shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory
the Lord hath arisen upon thee; dance now
be glad, O Zion, and do thou exult, O p
Theotokos, in the arising of Him Whom th

didst bear.
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KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT

Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye
Fountain of immortality.
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THE GREAT DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Cht
our true God, through the intercessions of
all-immaculate and alblameless holy Mothe
by the might of the Precious and Lifgving
Cross; by the protection of the honora
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the diggtion
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerun
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and
laudable apostles; of our father among the sa
John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantino
whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrat
of the hdy, glorious and righvictorious
Martyrs; of our venerable and Ghearing
Fatherspf Saint N., the patron and protector
this holy communityof the holy and righteou
ancestors of God, Joachim and Anid;our
righteous father Hilarion the New, abbot of
the Dalmaton monastery; Venerable
Vissarion of Egypt and Attalos the
wonderworker, whose memory we celebra
today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us
save us, forasmuch as He is good and lo
mankind.
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Priest: Christ is risen from the dead, trampli
down Death by deathand upon those in th
WRPEV «
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x NOTE: This ending for the remainder of Bright Season matches what is correctly provideditnriikon

(third edition, p. 14).

These texts have been preparedh®y/Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the ArchdiocesaBervice Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecof
The Octoechos, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, B
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rigtderved. These works may not be further reproduced, be
printing out a single copy for personal reaommercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfigural
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We Must Obey in Order to See: Homily for the Sunday of the Blind Man

in the Orthodox Church  Fr. Philip LeMasters

John 9: 1-38

Christ is Risen!

Seeing is believing. There are many things in life that we will not accept unless we see them with
our own eyes. And there are some things that we have to learn how to see because they are not
obvious to the untrained eye. It often takes experience to sese something rightly, to understand its
true significance. If that is true in everyday life, it is all the more the case in how we know God.

We began our celebration of Pascha several weeks ago when we saw the light of a flame in the
darkness of midnight. Until the brilliant light of the SaviorOs resurrection, humanity wandered in
spiritual blindness as a result of being enslaved to corruption. OThe wages of sin is death,0 and
the darkness of the tomb had reigned supreme since the fall of Adam and Eve.Like the man born
blind in todayOs gospel reading, our capacity to participate in the blessed holiness for which we
were created was grossly deformed. Enslaved to the fear of death and cast out of Paradise, we
were all held prisoner by the darkness of the tomb which extended to the depths of our souls.

In sharp contrast to that darkness, we celebrate in this glorious season of Pascha that the light of
Christ shines even from the grave and extends to the darkest dimensions of our lives and
relationships. To be radiant with the light of the resurrection is what it means to know God. To
know Him is not merely to have religious ideas or emotions about Him, but truly to share by
grace in the life of the Holy Trinity. It is to have the eyes of our souls cleased, to have our minds
illumined such that we move from darkness to light. The change is certainly not in our Lord, but
in us who rise with Him from death to life, from the dark night of sin to the brilliant light of
holiness.



This great blessing is not smething that we give ourselves, but which our Lord has made
possible as the GodMan Who unites divinity and humanity in Himself. That is how He heals us,
personally taking upon Himself all the consequences of our corruption, even to the point of
death, in order to conquer them through His resurrection. He brings every dimension and
capability of the human person into His divine life, making us radiant with the holy glory that we
share by grace. That is what it means to be truly human in His image and li keness.

When Christ spat on the ground and made clay to anoint the eyes of the blind man, He gave us a
sign of how He restored us through His Incarnation, His entry into our world of flesh and blood,
which was necessary for our healing. The blind manOs gjht was restored when he obeyed ChristOs
command to wash in water, which is a sign of how He illumines us in baptism. Of course, we are
baptized into the LordOs death in order to rise up with Him into a life of holiness.

Our spiritual sight is not restore d by denying our bodily limitations or the reality of the physical
struggles that we face, whether iliness, poverty, or anything else. Instead, our Risen Lord heals
our souls when we offer ourselves fully to Him in obedience. The blind man in todayOs gasel
lesson did what the Lord told to Him to do, walking to the pool of Siloam and washing off the clay
from His eyes. He had to obey ChristOs command by doing something that involved his whole
person. That is how he overcame the blindness with which he had been born. Even though he
thought of the Lord as only a prophet at that point, the man quickly professed faith in Him when
the Lord told him His true identity. As Christ said of Himself as the Son of God to the man, OYou
have seen Him, and it is He whospeaks to you.O

As Orthodox Christians, we routinely make bold claims about seeing the true light and beholding
the resurrection of Christ. We employ the sense of sight in the worship of God with icons,
crosses, candles, vestments, and in many other waysWe put on Christ like a garment in baptism
and are filled personally with the Holy Spirit in chrismation. We receive our LordOs Body and
Blood in Holy Communion, as we participate already in the Heavenly Banquet. He is the
Bridegroom and, as His Church, we are His Bride and members of His own Body. We do not
think of Him as only a prophet or a righteous man, but know that He is truly the Son of

God. There is no question, then, that He has restored our sight, giving us all the ability to
embrace Him from the depths of our souls. He has done for us what we could never do simply by
ourselves, even as someone born blind could never give himself sight.

Imagine how great our responsibility is, then, to open the eyes of our souls as fully as possible to
the light of Christ. For as He is infinitely holy, there is no upward limit to the holiness to which
He calls us. Even as the healing of our bodies is a process that requires our cooperation and



effort, the same is true with the healing of our souls. The blind man had to exercise what little
faith he had at first by obeying ChristOs command. That was how he put himself in the place to
receive such a miraculous blessing. And though we do not know the rest of his story, that was
surely only the beginning of his journey. He had to live as one whose eyes had been opened by
the mercy of the Lord.

If we are truly to enter into the holy joy of Pascha, we must follow the example of the man born
blind. Our spiritual vision remains far from perfect, but our Risen Lord has given us all that we
need to become radiant with His brilliant and holy light. That happens when we know and
experience Him from the depths of our souls, which requires offering ourselves to Him through
humble obedience in our daily lives. That means joining ourselves to His great victory over death
by opening even the darkest and most difficult areas of our personalities and relationships to His
healing light. There is no way to do that without living as our Lord taught, which means turning
away from all that obscures His light in us, from all that keeps us captive to the darkened ways of
sin and corruption that we find so appealing.

As we prepare to move from Pascha to the Ascension, let us discern where we persist in darkness
and what we needto do in order to obey our Lord more faithfully as we rise with Him from the
grave to the heights of heavenly glory. Let us grow in our personal participation by grace in the

life of Christ by living daily as those who have beheld the glory of His resurrection and who have
seen the true light. The Savior has already done the miraculous for us by conquering

death. Now it is our responsibility to respond faithfully as we open ourselves to the Light Who
shines so brightly that He overcomes even the darkesttomb. And as hard as it is to believe, He
will illumine even the darkest and most corrupt dimension of our lives, if we will only offer
ourselves to Him in humble, trusting obedience each day.

The good news of Pascha is not confined to a season of the ge, but is always the fundamental
truth of our life in Christ. Now we must live as those who have been blessed to behold the glory
of the resurrection. Now we must remove every obstacle to embracing personally the brilliant,
radiant light of the empty to mb. Now we must live with all the holy joy of a man born blind who
can finally see the light. That is what it means to know God and to be truly human in His image
and likeness, for Christ is Risen!
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il} Did You Know?

We reverence Your spotless icon, O gracious Lord, and Did you know that the Apostles Fast
ask forgiveness of our transgressions, O Christ our God. occurs every year in June. The
Because of Your own good will You ascended the Cross length of the Fast depends on how
in the Resh, that You might deliver those who You had early or late Pascha is. In 2021, the
created from the bondage of the enemy. We cry aloud Fast is one day, June 28th.

unto You: You have Pplled all things with joy, O our Savior,
for You came to save the world. Amen.

T

This month we learned our friend Miriam is unwell and
currently staying at Sick Kids Hospital. Our Sunday
school children had a zoom call with Miriam to wish her
a speedy recovery. We continue to keep Miriam in our
thoughts and prayers.

On a single day, the memory of the sufferings of both these Apostles
Sts. Peter and Paul is celebrated on June 29th. They suffered
martyrdom on separate days, but by the spirit and the closeness of
their suffering they constitute one. Peter went pbrst, and Paul
followed soon after him. May they intercede to Christ for us all.
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Christopher Tarazi Fanoula Novratidis
June " June #!

Celein Sarhan Yara Aleilan
June # June !

Alexia Shaheen Reem Aleilan Alexander Wisch

Anastasios Bobotsis
June #" June $% June $$

June $&

We are so proud of our graduating
students. We would like to congratulate

all of our graduates and pray for them
in their future endeavours.

N so1pg698

Mousa Aleilan Tony Zidan Talia Deratani Youssef Freiga Mathew Alhaddad
Ryerson Engineering Biochemical Sciences Physical and Ryerson Engineering Humber College for
York University Environmental Electrical
Science U of T Engineering

Scarborough



