DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023
TONE 7 / EOTHINON 7
THIRD SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT

VENERATION OF THE PRECIOUS AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS
MARTYRS CHRYSANTHOS, DARIA, AND THOSE WITH THEM OF ROME; MARTYR PANCHARIOS OF NICOMEDIA
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**DIVINE LITURGY OF
ST. BASIL THE GREAT**
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON
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The light of Thy countenance is marked upon
us. Thou hast given a sign to them that fear
Thee, so that they may flee from the bow.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led
captivity captive. Thou hast given an
inheritance to those that fear Thy Name, O
Lord. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON
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All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation
of our God. Let us worship at the place where
His feet stood.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen

from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

God is our King before the ages; He hath
wrought salvation in the midst of the earth.
(Refrain)

I will be exalted among the heathen; | will be
exalted in the earth. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and
Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON
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Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His
footstool. O Lord, save Thy people and bless
Thine inheritance. Feed them, and lift them up
forever.
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e During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the Holy Cross. The

Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “Come, let us worship...

save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...”

as on ordinary Sundays. After the Little Entrance, chant these hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN
TONE SEVEN
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Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou
didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn
the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into
joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a
warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting
to the world the Great Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION FOR THE HOLY CROSS
IN TONE ONE
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O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine
inheritance, granting to Thy people victory over
all their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross
preserving Thy commonwealth.
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e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast

of the temple.

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT
LENT (AND AKATHIST SATURDAY)
IN TONE EIGHT
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To thee, the Champion Leader, do | offer thanks
of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast
delivered me from terror; but as thou that hast
that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone
can set me free: from all forms of danger free
me and deliver me, that | may cry unto thee:
Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.
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THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN
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Before Thy Cross we bow down in worship,
Master, and Thy Holy Resurrection we glorify.
(THRICE)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

And we glorify Thy Holy Resurrection.
Dynamis!

Before Thy Cross we bow down in worship,
Master, and Thy Holy Resurrection we glorify.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Third Sunday of Lent)
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O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine
inheritance.

Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God!
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Hebrews. (4:14-5:6)

Brethren, since we have a great High Priest,
Who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. For
we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to
sympathize with our infirmities, but one Who
has been in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore draw near with
boldness to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy, and may find grace to help in
time of need. For every high priest, being taken
from among the people, is appointed on behalf
of the people in things pertaining to God, that he
may offer up both gifts and sacrifices for sins;
who can have compassion on the ignorant and
on those who are erring, since he himself also is
encompassed with infirmity. Because of this he
is bound, as for the people so also for himself,
to offer up for sins. And no one takes the honor
upon himself, but as being called by God, as was
Aaron. So Christ also did not glorify Himself to
become a High Priest, but it was by the One
saying to Him, “Thou art My Son, today I have
begotten Thee.” As He says also in another
place, “Thou art a Priest forever, according to

the order of Melchizedek.”
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Third Sunday of Lent)
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Mark. (8:34-9:1)

The Lord said, “If any man would come after
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow Me. For whoever would save his life
will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My
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sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what does
it profit a man to gain the whole world and
forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in
return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of
Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him will the Son of man also be
ashamed, when He comes in the glory of His
Father with the holy angels.” And Jesus said to
them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before
they see the kingdom of God come with power.”
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e The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great continues a

s usual with the following variables.

ST. BASIL LITURGY MEGALYNARION

All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou who art
full of grace: the angelic hosts and the race of
men. O hallowed temple and spiritual paradise,
glory of virgins, of whom God was incarnate
and became a little child, even our God who is
before all the ages; for he made thy womb a
throne, and thy body more spacious than the
heavens. All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou
who art full of grace. Glory to thee.

ushlaly unal) (puladl dagdiad

(il 1 Biiai L ol 258 clay—uly L &
o) (gl L L, Gulal (AZDW
Leio () e ddlgall 538 (GLLII Gagdill
O s gl 505 Sk Slmy ATY) L2
il Jang (L dledfis g Y Lyl
b 56 (Aans T b A L sl B s 0

Ll &K

2

}‘ P
NEIKEWAY]

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN)
FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT
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The light of Thy countenance is shown upon us,
O Lord. Alleluia.
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o Post-Communion Hymn: Instead of “We have seen the true light”, sing the Apolytikion of the Holy Cross.

PROCESSION OF THE HOLY CROSS
AS DONE ON THE THIRD SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT
(See the separate file, which is based on the Liturgikon, fourth edition, P. 423-424)

e If the procession is begun as the Great Doxology concludes in Orthros, the final "Holy God, Holy
Mighty" is slowly chanted (traditionally, if possible, in the “Agia” style of Tone Four).

o [f'the procession follows “Blessed be the Name of the Lord” in Divine Liturgy, it starts with “Holy God,
Holy Mighty” and is chanted in the same style as above, if possible.

THE DISMISSAL
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Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;

O a8 G b e aaall Lgl) Al Ll s galsl)
Hlly Hlehall 2K Sl cilele by clpa) oy

4




by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross—which we venerate today—»by the
protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of
Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable,
glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John;
of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles;
of our father among the saints, Basil the
Great, archbishop of Caesarea In
Cappadocia, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy
and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and
Anna; of the Martyrs Chrysanthos, Daria,
and those with them of Rome; and the
Martyr Pancharios of Nicomedia, whose
memory we celebrate today, and of all the
saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch
as He is good and loveth mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The Octoechos,
The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline,
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single
copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.




ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
13 Albert Gorab 6
13 Ady Gandour 27
13 Fred Dabous 28
14 Salameh Kakish 12
14 William Nicholas Ellies 38
14 Rifka Khalilieh 28
15 Gertrude Vera Habib 59
15 Sam Peters 52
15 Najla Haddad 51
15 Roghieh Fekri 23
16 Sami Haddad 35
17 Nadim Semaan Elabou 3
17 Martha Aziz 32
18 Azizeh lIssa Nasser 24
19 Mireille Mussawar 10

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena and Rami.

ETERNAL LIGHTS

Mar 19: for the good health of Issa Bisharat and family.

Mar 26: for the good health of Issa Bisharat and family

Mar 26: in loving memory of Yousef and Sumayah Musallam from Nadim Irbib and family.
Apr 2: for the good health of John Bisharat and family.

Apr 9: for the good health of Mona, Romemel Alshammas and family.

Mar 16: for the good health of Issa Bisharat and family.

Apr 23: in loving memory of Jiries and Nahil Irbib from Nadim Irbib and family.

LENTEN LUNCHEONS

During Great Lent, our church will be hosting a Falafel Luncheon every Sunday following Divine
Liturgy. Please mark your calendar.

Sunday, March 19: Foul Luncheon



Sunday, March 26: Falafel Sandwiches Sunday, April 2: Falafel Sandwiches

SCHEDULE FOR ORGANIZATION HOSTING MADAYEH DINNERS

We wish to thank the Antiochian Women for sponsoring the Madayeh dinner on Friday, Mar 10.

Friday, March 17: hosted by the Antiochian Women
Friday, March 24:  hosted by the Order of St. Ignatius
Friday, March 31.: hosted by the Parish Council

Dinner will be served at 6:30 pm. So, every Organization should be in the church and ready ahead
of time. Thank you

FLOWERS FOR GOOD-FRIDAY AND EASTER LILIES

We are in need of flowers for Good Friday to decorate the bier of Christ. We also need Easter
Lilies to decorate the church. If your family would like to donate towards flowers and Easter
Lilies, please see Mr. George Ghneim or call the office 905-731-7210

PRISON MINISTRY

On Saturday, April 1, 2023 a small group from St. George will be going to Toronto South Detention
Centre to hand out Easter packages to the over 1,300 inmates. This will be our 18" annual visit to this
maximume-security prison. Those who are interested in participating in this blessed ministry, please
contact Diane Younes at 416-464-5908. Financial donations would be greatly appreciated.

HOMESCHOOLING GROUP

The Orthodox Christian Homeschool (OCH) Group will begin meeting on January 12, 2023 (10:30 am)
for homeschool support. Anyone wanting information about homeschooling can email
ochstgeorge@gmail.com

BLESSING OF HOMES

Father Georges is visiting our parishioners and blessing their homes. If you like to have your home
blessed, please call Fr. Georges 416-725-2888 or email the office info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org
with your name and address. Father prefers that those who live in apartment’s building to arrange for
few apartments to be blessed together.

CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888.
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MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

TEEN SOYO

SOYO = Society of Orthodox Youth Organizations We are a dynamic group of Orthodox
Christians that provides teens the opportunity to grow spiritually with fellow SOYO members
within the community.

We focus on Spiritual, Fundraising, and Bonding Activities for ages 13-18

Are you between the ages of 13-18?

Do you want to get involved?

Do you want to see behind the scene photos?
Do you have any questions?

Join our WhatsApp group for direct communication for all our events.

Contact your Youth Advisors!
Angela Ghazal: (416) 720-0308 Or Fady Freiga: (647) 892-6136

You can also find us on...

Facebook @ St. George Toronto Teen SOYO
Instagram @ toronto.soyo

Email @ toronto.soyo@gmail.com

Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate

“e-transfer” info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org Account Name: St. George Church

PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.

(Psalm 112:5)
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Lenten Calendar 2023

10:00 am Divine Liturgy — Saturday of Souls
Saturday 4:00 pm Confessions
February 18" Aidy
5:00 pm Great Vespers
Meat Fare Sunday 9:00 am Orthros & Confessions
February 19" 10:30 am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Saturday 4:00 pm Confessions
February 25% 5:00 pm Great Vespers
9:00 am Orthros & Confessions
Cheese Fare Sunday 10:30 am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
February 26" _ Lenten Vespers with Ceremony of Mutual
7:00 pm .
Forgiveness

The Great Lent this year starts on Monday, February 27,2023, and ends with the
Resurrection on Sunday April 16", 2023. During this period, we are not allowed to eat

the following:

1) Meat and meat by-products.

2) Eggs, milk and dairy by-products.

3) Fish with backbones. (Octopus and Shell fish are allowed).

4) On the Feast of the Annunciation Saturday March 25%, and on Palm Sunday
April 9™ fish is allowed after the Divine Liturgy.

First Week of Great Lent

Great Compline & Great Canon of

th :
Monday, February 27 7:00pm Repentance by St. Andrew of Crete
Great Compline & Great Canon of
th :
Tuesday, February 28 7:00pm Repentance by St. Andrew of Crete
Wednesday, March 1% 7:00 pm The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Great Compline & Great Canon of
nd .
Thursday, March 2 7:00pm Repentance by St. Andrew of Crete
6:30 pm 1% Lenten Supper, sponsored by Men
Friday, March 3 ) Society (Antiochian Men)
7:30 am 1%t Akathist Hymn (Madayeh Service)
4:00 pm Confessions
th
Saturday, March 4 5:00 pm Great Vespers
9:00 am Orthros & Confessions
_ Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great &
SundaK/l(;];CO;gT doxy, 10:30 am Procession with Icons

6:00 pm

PAN-ORTHODOX VESPERS




Second Week of Great Lent

Monday, March 6™ 7:00 pm Great Compline
Tuesday, March 7 7:00 pm Great Compline
Wednesday, March 8" 7:00 pm The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Thursday, March 9" 7:00 pm Great Compline
2"9 Lenten Supper, sponsored by the YAM
_ " 6:30 pm (Young Adult Ministery), the Teen SOYO
Friday, March 10 & the Chanters
7:30 am 2" Akathist Hymn (Madayeh Service)
10:00 am Divine Liturgy — Saturday of Souls
Saturday, March 11" 4:00 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Great Vespers
Sunday of St. Gregory 9:00 am Orthros & Confessions
Palamas, March 12" 10:30 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Third Week of Great Lent

Monday, March 13t 7:00 pm Great Compline
Tuesday, March 14" 7:00 pm Great Compline
Wednesday, March 15 7:00 pm The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Thursday, March 16" 7:00 pm Great Compline
rd
6:30 pm 3" Lenten S_uppgr, sponsored by the
Friday, March 17° Antiochian Women
7:30 am 3" Akathist Hymn (Madayeh Service)
4:00 pm Confessions
Saturday, March 18™ P
5:00 pm Great Vespers
9:00 am Orthros & Confessions
Sunday of the Holy Cross, Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great,
March 19 10:30 am Followed by a Procession & Veneration of

the Holy Cross




Fourth Week of Great Lent

Monday, March 20" 7:00 pm Great Compline
Tuesday, March 21 7:00 pm Great Compline
Wednesday, March 22" 7:00 pm The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Thursday, March 23" 7:00 pm Great Compline
6:30 pm 4™ Lenten Supper, sponsored by the order of
Friday, March 24" St. Ignatius .
7:30 pm Great Vespers \_Nlth L|t|a-Arto_kIaS|a and the
fourth stasis of the Akathist Hymn
9:00 am Festal Orthros
Saturday, March 25t 10:30 am Festal Divine Liturgy
Feast of the Annunciation 4:00 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Great Vespers
Sunday of St. John Climacus, 9:00 am Orthros & Confessions
March 26" 10:30 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Fifth Week of Great Lent

Monday, March 27" 7:00 pm Great Compline
Tuesday, March 28™ 7:00 pm Great Compline
Wednesday, March 29™ 7:00 pm The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Little Compline with the full Great Canon
Thursday, March 30t 7:00 pm of Repentance by St. Andrew of Crete & the
life of St. Mary of Egypt
th :
_ 6:30 pm 5" Lenten Supper, spon§ored by the Parish
Friday, March 31° Council
7:30 am 5t Akathist Hymn (Madayeh Service)
_ 4:00 pm Confessions
Saturday, April 1°
5:00 pm Great Vespers
Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt, 9:00 am Orthros & Confessions
April 27 10:30 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great




Sixth Week of Great Lent

Monday, April 3™ 7:00 pm Great Compline
Tuesday, April 4" 7:00 pm Great Compline
Wednesday, April 5% 7:00 pm The Presanctified Divine Liturgy

Thursday, April 61 7:00 pm Great Compline

10:00 am The Presanctified Divine Liturgy

Friday, April 7" _ Little Compline with the Canon of the
7:00 pm .
Raising of Lazarus
9:00 am Orthros
_ 10:30 am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom *
Lazarus Saturday, April 8" :
4:00 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Great Vespers

*All Church School children and their parents, their Grandparents and their Godparents,
will attend the Divine Liturgy on Lazarus Saturday and take Communion. Following the
Liturgy, they will all have Brunch together with the Sunday School teachers.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR PALM SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK

1) Candles for your children will be available at the Church Vestibule, donation

$5.00 per candle.

2) During the Divine Liturgy and the procession, you are kindly requested to keep
proper decorum, let us all behave in order, in discipline and in peace so that we
can pray in one mind and one heart, and that Our Lord may hear our supplications
and bestow upon us His Blessings.

3) All beloved parishioners are requested not to park their cars in the driveways.
Procession will start from the outside main door of the Church, turn left on
driveway behind the building into the parking lot, around the Church back to the
main door and into the Church.




Palm Sunday & Holy Week

9:00 am Orthros
. ) Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom,
th
Palm Sunday, April 9 10:30 am Blessings of Palms & Procession
7:00 pm 1% Bridegroom Orthros for Holy Monday
10:00 am The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Great Holy Monday,
April 101" 7:00 pm 2" Bridegroom Orthros for Holy Tuesday
Great Holv Tuesd 10:00 am The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
rea Ap;)ri)(llljtf?s el 2:00 om 34 Bridegroom Orthros for Holy
WUP Wednesday
Great Holv Wednesd 10:00 am The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
- A?p¥il 182”‘neS d 7:00 pm Holy Unction Service, Anointing of the
oop Faithful with Holy Oil
8:00 am Orthros for Holy Thursday
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the
9:00 am Great for the Institution of the Mystical
Great 20:}" IggrSday’ Supper of Christ
i
P Orthros with the Twelve Passion Gospels
7:00 pm for Holy Friday — Gospels of the
Crucifixion
10:00 am The Great (Royal) Ho_urs and Typika on
Holy Friday
Great Holy Friday, 3:00 bm Great Vespers for Holy Saturday, the
April 14 P Taking-down of Christ from the Cross
7:00 pm Orthros with the Lamentations for Holy
Saturday
9:00 am Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the
Great Holy Saturday Creat
April 15 ' Resurrection (Rush) Service, Paschal
10:30 pm Orthros and Paschal Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom
Great & All-Holy Pascha, 7:00 pm The Agape Vespers, The Baouth Service
Sunday, April 16" oop Followed by a procession
Bright Monday 9:00 am Festal Orthros
April 177 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED, HE IS RISEN!




Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Francis Maria Scholarship Application 2023

Awards of $5,000 each

Send all completed applications to:
Kh. Kathleen Purpura, Director
Scholarships@OrthodoxYouth.com

CHECKLIST
(This page is for applicant’s use only. Do not send.)

Application Instructions: Complete the following pages Forms A, B, C, D and provide
all requested materials. Incomplete applications will not be accepted. Do not send
resumes, photos, or letters of recommendation. Only use the pages provided. Give Form
E, Pastor’s Evaluation, to your Priest. All materials must be received by May 5t 2023.

Include the following material:
O Student Information Form (Form A)

O Parent Information Form (Form B) Parents fill out the financial section showing total
income for both parents. This form must include all 3 signatures.

O Church and School Activities Form (Form C)
Carefully organize this listing of your church service involvement and community
activities as this is an important part of your application.

O Short Essay (Form D)
The Essay is your opportunity to tell us about your faith. The Essay must be at least 400
words but not exceed 700 words or one single-spaced page.

O Pastor’s Evaluation Form (Form E) The Pastor's Form must be signed and sent
directly from the Pastor of your Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese parish. If the applicant
is the son or daughter of the Pastor, have Form E filled out by your Father Confessor or
another Orthodox Priest.

O Grades and Test Scores High School students must send official, signed transcripts
and college students must send College and High School transcripts directly to
Scholarships@OrthodoxYouth.com. Be sure they include your SAT or ACT Scores.
Canadian students who have not taken the SAT or ACT are exempt from this requirement.

O E-mail your completed Application to: Kh. Kathleen Purpura, Director
Scholarships@OrthodoxYouth.com

Do not send your application by USPS mail, overnight, registered, or certified mail. We
will only accept applications sent to Scholarships@OrthodoxYouth.com.

For questions on this application, you may E-mail: Kh. Kathleen Purpura, Director
Scholarships@OrthodoxYouth.com




MARIA SCHOLARSHIP

Print Applicant’s Name:

STUDENT INFORMATION FORM
(Form A)

V To be filled out by the applicant ¥

Applicant’s Name:

Date of Birth: O Male 0O Female

Applicant’s Phone Number:

Applicant’s E-Mail address:

Home Address - Street:

City: Province/State:

Country: Zip/Postal Code:

Citizenship: O USA O Canada You must be a U.S. or Canadian Citizen to apply

Father's Name:

Father’'s Occupation:

Mother’'s Name:

Mother’s Occupation:

All the above information is required, including the applicant’s e-mail address.

1. Name of the College you are attending or plan to attend:

2. What year of college will you be in this coming fall?
O Freshman 0O Sophomore [0 Junior [ Senior

3. What Academic Degree are you working on this fall?

4. What is your declared major?

| attest that all the information contained in this application is accurate and true:

Applicant’s Signature:

Date:




Print Applicant’'s Name:

Applicant’s Signature:

MARIA SCHOLARSHIP

PARENT INFORMATION FORM
(Form B)

V To be filled out by the applicant’s Parents/Guardians ¥
Confidential Financial Summary to be completed by Parent or Guardian. Please note
total salaries of both parents before taxes by checking the category below. Please use
the “total income” not the “adjusted income” line from your Federal Tax Forms.

Total Combined Gross Income for both Parents

O Less than $49,999 | O $50,000 - O $80,000 - O $100,000 -
$79,999 $99,999 $149,999

O $150,000 — O $180,000 - O $250,000 — O Over $500,000

$179,999 $249,000 $499,999

| attest that all the information contained in Form B is accurate and true:

Print Mother's Name:

Mother’s Signature:

Date:

Print Father's Name:

Father’s Signature:

Date:




MARIA SCHOLARSHIP

Print Applicant’'s Name:

CHURCH AND SCHOOL ACTIVITY FORM
(Form C)

Church and Youth Group Activities for the last four years only:

Church organizations involvement Membership/Office

Years

Church activities/events participation What was your
role?

Years of
Participation

High School, Civic and College Information for the last four years only:

School organizations involvement Offices Held

Years Office held




MARIA SCHOLARSHIP

Essay Instruction Page

The Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF www.ocf.net ) under the Assembly of Bishops
(www.assemblyofbishops.org) is our student ministry on many campuses.

Write (type, not handwritten) an Open Letter to the Board of Directors and Student
Leadership of OCF with specific requests for help building up or establishing an OCF
Chapter. If you have an established OCF, please include five (5) questions you have
about the OCF Chapter at the college you are (will be) attending. If you do not have an
OCF Chapter, write five questions you have about establishing one.

Your letter should express what would be helpful to you as a college student towards
growing your Orthodox Faith and staying connected to Christ and His Holy Orthodox
Church. Convey why connecting with other Orthodox Christian students, faculty, clergy,
and nearby parishes is important to you. Please include the name of your college in this
letter as we may send it to the Board of Directors of OCF to help them in their work.

Your essay should be at least 400 words but no more than 700 words.



MARIA SCHOLARSHIP

Print Applicant’'s Name:

ESSAY
(Form D)



MARIA SCHOLARSHIP

Print Applicant’'s Name:

A Name to be filled out by the Applicant. A

PASTOR’S EVALUATION FORM
(Form E)
V To be filled out by the Pastor. ¥

Dear Father,
The Frank Maria Scholarship Committee appreciates your efforts in completing the

Pastor’s Evaluation Form. This form must be submitted by the Pastor and received by
May 5" 2023, to Kh. Kathleen Purpura, Scholarships@OrthodoxYouth.com

Church Community areas of participation and leadership positions held by the applicant:

SOYO

CHURCH SCHOOL

CHOIR/CANTOR

HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS

OTHER

Please write your personal comments and recommendation:

The applicant is a member of Antiochian Orthodox Church.
Church City: Church State/Province:

Print Pastor's Name:

Pastor’s Signature:

Date:




The Approach to God: The East versus the West

By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

On the Second Sunday of Great Lent, the Holy Church commemorates St. Gregory
Palamas, one of the great fathers of the Church who lived in the fourteenth century
and actively contributed to one of the most contentious theological debates of his
time. St. Gregory defended the notion of theosis (divinization) and the uncreated
grace of God that sanctifies humans. His defense was confirmed by two church
councils, held in 1341 and 1351, which are ranked in the conscience of the Church
as ecumenical councils for the importance of their teachings for the salvation of
man, his role and his freedom.

In fact, it is in that century that the effects of the Great Schism between the
Christians of the East and the West started to become manifest in major faith
issues. For that Great Schism—in which faith and liturgical differences played a
small role among political, social and intellectual disputes—was hiding within itself
an equally important cause: the difference in mentality between the East and the
West in regard to understanding religious matters, especially in what relates to
their approach regarding how to understand God.

The Western Latin understanding, after the Schism, leaned towards Greek
philosophy, which became the intellectual foundation for explaining the Faith. This
method led to what later became known as scholastic theology: the method of
approaching and understanding faith matters based on the rules of logic and
rational deductions. This method gives a bigger importance to the human mind in
explaining religious topics at the expense of the living divine experience. This
opened the door for new teachings to penetrate Western theological teaching.

The East, on the other hand, remained dependent on the divine grace that is given
to the righteous and purifies those who are pure and leads them to know God
through a personal ontological knowledge, for they live in God and He in them. As
for the mind, its role is to absorb this divine experience and articulate it in human
language in order to explain it and transfer it to those who have not experienced it
yet.

The dispute between these two mentalities, or two methods of approaching God,
exploded in the fourteenth century around the topic of divine grace and its work in
humans. The West maintained that unity with God is unachievable since He is
incomparably transcendent above humans. In addition to that, the West affirmed



that the light experienced by the spiritually advanced is a created light and, thus,
not itself the light of God. Furthermore, the West affirmed that the grace bestowed
by God on humans is a gift from Him—something He gives to humans—and
consequently is not a direct manifestation of the living God. On the other hand, the
East continued affirming the experience of the divine revelation, as given to
humans in the scriptures and continued in the life of those who were sanctified and
illumined. And thus, the East taught that this light is an uncreated divine light—that
is, the light of God Himself—and that the divine grace is the presence of the work
of God Himself in humans and not merely the presence of a gift emerging from Him.

The role of St. Gregory Palamas, who was a great scholar and an experienced
spiritual man, stood out in the distinction he offered between God’s essence and
God’s energies. He taught that God remains unapproachable in His essence, while
He can touch and sanctify humans through His divine energies.

Orthodox theology bases this teaching on the apostles’ experience in the
Transfiguration (Luke 9:28). The Gospel tells us that Christ’s face shone like the sun
and that the three apostles (Peter, James and John) saw that divine light with their
physical eyes and experienced Him personally. The divine grace, according to the
Orthodox understanding, is the full richness of the divine nature in its connection
to humans. The illumined person is graced with the energies of God yet remains
unable to see His essence.

The importance of this teaching—which might appear to some as a mere
theoretical and intellectual dialogue—lies in man’s journey towards holiness and
divinization (theosis), which are the goals of the Christian life.

There is a big difference between knowing God through working our mind in what
relates to Him and knowing Him through what He reveals to us from His divine
energies. Knowing Him only intellectually puts us in danger of creating an image of
Him that is very far from reality, because we would have deduced it through our
human energies only. God is not known except through living with Him and in Him.
He is a living person with Whom we share an experience of meeting, communion
and life.

Western theology took an intellectual tendency to approach God and thus
philosophy became the main foundation of studying theology; intellectual effort
became the focus in the quest for divine knowledge. In the East, however,
approaching God remained dependent on experience and unity with Him; the focus
remained on the effort to be purified and cleansed.



The notion of the divinization of man remained distorted in the West, and thus, its
theology faced many problems such as considering the body impure and a prison
forthe soul. Therefore, asceticism became a mortification that is based on torturing
the body, insulting it, depriving it and contempt towards it. The East, however,
continued in the spiritual tradition which taught that the experience of divinization
is lived through the presence of divine grace in humans. Thus, asceticism and
abstinence are seen as tools for humans to transcend spiritually and to sanctify
their bodies and souls, in addition to transfiguring them and the world with them.

The West reduced the Christian life and the way for humans to transcend into
legalistic instructions and rules based on reward and punishment — “what is
permissible and what is prohibited” — in addition to contempt towards the
material and the sanctification of the mind. The East, on the other hand, focused
on purification as the means to attain illumination. In addition, it demonstrated the
spiritual life as three successive phases that can overlap at times. The first phase is
that of the “servant” that works out of fear of punishment; the second phase is that
of the “hireling” who seeks the reward; and the third phase is that of the “son” who
aims to resemble his father out of love for him. Throughout all this, the focus should
always remain on attaining the phase of “sonship.”

The notion of divinization remains unknown to many, even in the East. Humans
tend to be satisfied in their religious experiences with what is between their
hands—that is, what eases their conscience. It is easier to be a servant or a hireling
than to become a son and acquire our father’s attributes. The latter gives us a
unique responsibility and requires from us a great love for the Lord and a longing
to unite with Him. We can achieve that when we rise above the delights of the
world. As St. Sophrony of Essex says, “Our longing and affectionate attraction to
the celestial world is our joy, and it is what transforms a painful aging into a bright,
dignified one that anticipates the mercies, consolations and embraces of the
Father.”

Our religious life is not limited to rules, duties and moralities that we must follow
to build a better world. It is rather a love and a longing for God, having realized that
we are created in His image. We experience the movement of the remnant of God’s
image in us, no matter how distorted it is, toward its origin. That movement is one
that we are unable to resist unless we are drowning in ego and selfishness. God will
visit us in diverse manners until He is able to open the eyes of our hearts to Him,
yet He does not force us. He stays at the door knocking until we open for Him, and



then He enters and dines with us (Rev. 3:20). He shall reveal Himself to humans “as
He is,” leaving for us the freedom to interact with Him as we wish.

A French poet once said: When God plays His harp, mountains dance. Who then
can stop them?

Originally published in 2016.
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