ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
3 Joseph Mraud 41

3 Ferris Dabous 66

4 Cecil Chamandy 40

4 John Ansara 34

6 Souad Nakkara 8

6 Salim Shaker 51

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

MEMORIAL

3rd and 9th memorial service for Jalal Qagish offered by his wife Muntaha, his children and their
families. May his memory be eternal.
The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Jalal Qaqish by his family.

40 Days memorial service for Subhi Touma offered by his brother Raed Touma and his family. May
his memory be eternal.
The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Subhi Touma by his family.

ETERNAL LIGHT

Aug 13 In loving memory of Nahida Irbib from Nadim Irbib and family.
Aug 19: In loving memory of Nehmatallah Kerba from his daughter Marie Kerba Gharghoury.
Sep 23: In loving memory of Ernest Younes from his family.

SCHOLARSHIPS FUNDS

Scholarship funds made available to students attending college and university from our parish.
Prospective applicants must be active in the life of the church. Applications are available at the church
office. Deadline for acceptance is August 14, 2023. The following is a list of available scholarship
funds:

ALEXANDER & ROSE YOUNES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

ISSA KHOURY SCHOLARSHIP FUND

FOUAD EL-HAGE SCHOLARSHIP FUND

ORTANSE EL-HAGE SCHOLARSHIP FUND

SALIM ELIAS ZABANA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND



RAMI & JOANIE YOUNES SCHOLARSHIP DONATION

Please see attached application.

2023 SOCCER TOURNAMENT SEPTEMBER 1-3

This year Saint George Montreal is Hosting 20" annual soccer tournament. If you are a good soccer play
(Male or Female) over 16 years old and like to participate, please text one of the following people.
Wissam EI-Bouri: 416-389-4937 or Adel Shami: 416-846-8001 or Nabil Tahan: 647-864-6117.
More information is available in the flyer. Please check it out if you are interested.

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888.

BLESSING OF HOMES

Father Georges is visiting our parishioners and blessing their homes. If you like to have your home
blessed, please call Fr. Georges 416-725-2888 or email the office info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org
with your name and address. Father prefers that those who live in apartment’s building to arrange for
few apartments to be blessed together.

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.


mailto:info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org

TEEN SOYO

e SOYO = Society of Orthodox Youth Organizations We are a dynamic group of Orthodox
Christians that provides teens the opportunity to grow spiritually with fellow SOYO members
within the community.

We focus on Spiritual, Fundraising, and Bonding Activities for ages 13-18

Are you between the ages of 13-18?

Do you want to get involved?

Do you want to see behind the scene photos?
Do you have any questions?

Join our WhatsApp group for direct communication for all our events.

Contact your Youth Advisors!
Angela Ghazal: (416) 720-0308 Or Fady Freiga: (647) 892-6136

You can also find us on...

Facebook @ St. George Toronto Teen SOYO
Instagram @ toronto.soyo

Email @ toronto.soyo@gmail.com

e Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate
e “e-transfer” info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org Account Name: St. George Church
e PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.
(Psalm 112:5)



mailto:toronto.soyo@gmail.com
http://www.stgeorgeto.org/
mailto:info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org

DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON AUGUST 06
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

THE FIRST ANTIPHON

AN Ligdiany)

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the
city of our God, in His holy mountain. Who settest
fast the mountains by Thy strength, Who art
girded about with power.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.

Who coverest Thyself with light as with a
garment. The mountains shall rejoice at the
presence of the Lord, for He cometh; yea, He is
come to judge the earth.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.

Glory... Both now...

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON

Al L gauiyy

His foundations are in the holy mountains. The
Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the
dwellings of Jacob.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured
on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured
on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Zion is our mother, a man shall say, and such a
man was born in her; and the Most High Himself
hath established her.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured
on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Glory to the Father... Both now and ever... O,
only begotten Son and Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON

LA U sasy)

Of Thy mercies, O Lord, will | sing forever. The
heavens shall confess Thy wonders, O Lord, and
Thy truth in the congregation of saints. Blessed is
the people that knoweth jubilation. O Lord, in the
light of Thy countenance shall they walk, and in
Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day long.

Zajis Glsladd) . jaal) ) Aaad Giy | Slealyal
ol Aol (B il o5 L dlilans
s 65 bl G il il gk

A& Sl G5l ety Gongtls Seds

e During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon above, chant the Apolytikion of the

Transfiguration. Then, the following:

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN)
OF THE FEAST
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For in Thee is the fountain of life, O Lord, and
in Thy light shall we see light.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured on
Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
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When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured
on the mountain, Thou didst reveal Thy glory to
Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it.
Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us
sinners, through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to
Thee.
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e Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
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Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy
Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy
glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should
see Thee crucified, they would remember that all
Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to
all the world that Thou art truly the effulgent
Splendor of the Father.
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THE EPISTLE

Al )

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works.

In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Peter. (1:10-19)
Brethren, be the more zealous to confirm your call
and election, for if you do this you will never fall;
so there will be richly provided for you an
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Therefore, | intend always to
remind you of these things, though you know
them and are established in the truth that you have.
I think it right, as long as | am in this body, to
arouse you by way of reminder, since | know that
the putting off of my body will be soon, as our
Lord Jesus Christ showed me. And | will see to it
that after my departure you may be able at any
time to recall these things. For we did not follow
cleverly devised myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
For when He received honor and glory from God
the Father and the voice was borne to Him by the
Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son, with
Whom | am well pleased,” we heard this voice
borne from heaven, for we were with Him on the
holy mountain. And we have the prophetic word
made surer. You will do well to pay attention to
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the
day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts.
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THE GOSPEL

JY)

£

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according

to St. Matthew. (17:1-9)
At that time, Jesus took with Him Peter and James
and John his brother, and led them up a high
mountain apart. And He was transfigured before
them, and His face shone like the sun, and His
garments became white as light. And behold,
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking
with Him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is
well that we are here; if Thou wilt, | will make
three booths here, one for Thee and one for Moses
and one for Elijjah.” He was still speaking, when
lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
from the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son,
with Whom I am well pleased; hear Him.” When
the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces,
and were filled with awe. But Jesus came and
touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.”
And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no
one but Jesus only. And as they were coming
down the mountain, Jesus commanded them,
“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of man is
risen from the dead.”
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MEGALYNARION FOR THE
TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE EIGHT

Rl (Al racial) gold Ly ol dadins

Now the unheard-of is heard; for the Son, Who
without father came forth from the Virgin, is
gloriously testified by the Father's voice to be God
and man, the same unto the ages.
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KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) FOR
TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE EIGHT
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O Lord, in the light of the glory of Thy face shall
we walk, and in Thy Name shall we rejoice
forever. Alleluia.
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o [nstead of singing “We have seen the true light’

o After “Blessed be the Name of the Lord”,

’, sing the Apolytikion of the Transfiguration.
the clergy gather on the solea in front of the table
where the grapes are placed for blessing. “The Prayer for the Blessing of the Grapes,”

along

with rubrics, appear in The Liturgikon (fourth edition) on Pgs. 454-455.
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THE DISMISSAL

PREN)

Priest: May He Who was transfigured in glory
before His holy disciples and apostles on
Mount Tabor, Christ our true God, through the
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother; by the might of the
Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection
of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at
the supplication of the honorable, glorious
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy,
glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father
among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy and
righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna,
and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save
us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The
Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery,
Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced,
beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy

Transfiguration Monastery.




Holy Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: August 2023

Date Time Service
T;zsiz}é’awidgfglay’ 7.00 v.m Small Supplicatory Canon
ey o Ath y Rl Paraklesis to the Most Holy Mother of God
August 1*" to 4
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
August 5" 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers with Litia/ Artoklasia
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Festal Orthros
August 6 — ) ' ‘
10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy — Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday 7.00 o.m Small Supplicatory Canon
& Friday Rl Paraklesis to the Most Holy Mother of God
August 7" to 11
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
August 12tk 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
9:00 a.m. Orthros
Sunday _ : - :
August 13® 10:30 am. Divine Liturgy — 10 .Sunday Qf Matthew, Apodosis of the
Transfiguration, Maximus the Confessor
Monday 5:30 p.m. Festal Orthros
August 147 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy — Dormition of the Virgin Mary
Saturday
August 19% 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
August 20 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy — 11% Sunday of Matthew
Tuesday 600 p-m. —— Qrthros — —
August 227 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy — Apodosis of the Dormition of the Virgin
Mary
Saturday _
August 2 G 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
August 27" 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy — 12 Sunday of Matthew
Monday 6:00 p.m. ” | Feétal Orthros |
August 28™ 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy — Beheading of the Forerunner and Baptist

John




DIVINE LITURGY 7:00 PM
ﬂ'é} Dormition of the Theotokos

TUE WED THU FRI TR A”’s MON FESTAL ORTHROS 5:30PM

PARAKLESIS TO
THE MOST HOLY /:00PM
THEOTOKOS

‘ SACRAMENTAL SERVICES SCHEDULE

ST. GEORGEANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
9116 Bayview Ave, Richmond Hill, ON

SUN ORTHROS 9:00 AM
DIVINE LITURGY 10:30 AM
2@ 11th Sunday of Matthew

FESTAL ORTHROS 9:00AM
DIVINE LITURGY 10:30 AM

Transfiguration of Our
Lord Jesus Christ

TU ORTHROS 6:00 PM
DIVINE LITURGY 7:00 PM
gg Apodosis of the Dormition of
the Theotokos

MON TUE WED THU FRI
7 48 a9 410, il

PARAKLESIS TO
THE MOST HOLY 7:00PM
THEOTOKOS

ORTHROS 9:00 AM
DIVINE LITURGY 10:30 AM
12th Sunday of Matthew

St. Phanourios the Great Martyr

FESTAL ORTHROS 6:00PM
DIVINE LITURGY 7:00 PM

ORTHROS 9:00 AM
DIVINE LITURGY 10:30 AM

Apodosis of the Transfiguration,
Maximus the Confessor

Beheading of the Forerunner
and Baptist John



Activities at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: August 2023

Date Time Activity Location
[;Tuugeus;itaifst 1:00 — 8:30 pm Golf Tournament Galedon Woods Golf Club
Thursday .

August 3rd 8:30 — 11 pm Soccer Practice Gym at St. George Centre

Friday . .

August 4" 7:30 — 11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Ai:;(:?éth 9:30 — 11:30 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Az}glsgid%th 8:30 —11:00 pm Soccer Practice Gym at St. George Centre
Friday - .
August 11t 7:30 — 11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Sunday August
th 1
Sﬁur:llgy CAMP T (2nd Session)
August 19%
Asgélialy 3 9:30 —11:30 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Az}glsiid?;th 8:30 — 11:00 pm Soccer Practice Gym at St. George Centre
Friday - '
August 18% 7:30 — 11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Ausg ‘iﬁfagom 9:30 — 11:30 pm |  Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Azgiidgith 8:30 — 11:00 pm Soccer Practice Gym at St. George Centre
Friday - ‘
August 25t 7:30 = 11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Sunday 9:30 — 11:30 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre

August 27t




ST- GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH MONTREAL

SOCCER

sso PER

PLAYER 'IB

=
SEPTEMBEH |

335 PARTICIPANT

ONLINE REGISTRATION:
https://forms.gle /JMMk4A40Bd8baNJdé

COMPLEXE SPORTIF
TERREBONNE

HOLIDAY INN LAVAL

RATE: $179+TAX/NIGHT FOR 2
QUEEN BEDS (4 PEOPLE

WIFI AND PARKING INCLUDED
TEL: (450)-682-9000

SAIDDABABNEH@HOTMAIL.COM
CHRISNAIM10@GMAIL.COM



ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
9116 BAYVIEW AVE.
RICHMOND HILL, ONTARIO
L4C 7/B5

APPLICATION FOR SCHOLARSHIP FUND

CONFIDENTIAL
Date:
Name: Date of Birth:
Address:
Phone: Mobile:
Email Address: S.I.N:

Father’s Full Name:

Mother’s Full Name:

Annual House Hold Income:

Occupation of Supporting Parents or Guardian:

Reason for Requesting Scholarship Funds? Please give a brief summary of your financial needs including
other sources of income to be used towards your education.

A LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE FROM THE INSTITUTION. A RECIEPT SHOWING FULL
PAYMENT OF TUITION. All documents and receipts to be attached.

Revised November 2019 1



Scholarship Committee Members

Priest:

Chair Person:

Member:

Member:

Member:

Scholarship Committee Meeting Minutes for Approval to be Attached:

Approved By: Amount:

Title: Signature:

Date:

STATEMENT: To the best of my knowledge, all of the information in this application is true and accurate.

Applicant Signature: Date:

It is understood that merit award winners' names will be released to donors and published in the Church Bulletin
as a condition of the award.

The use, retention and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with
privacy legislation including, but not limited to, the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents
Act.

Kindly return this Application with any supporting documents in a sealed envelop to;

Scholarship Committee, Business office of St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
9116 Bayview Ave. Richmond Hill, Ontario L4C 7B5

Revised November 2019 2



Meditations on the Feast of the Transfiguration

By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

The Feast of the Transfiguration is the feast of glory. It is the feast of glorification,
of man’s glorification by his return to how he was in paradise, before the fall of
Adam and Eve. Indeed, it is the return to the perfection of glory that they would
have attained had they not fallen.

If man was created just to live and act for some number of years on earth, what is
the meaning of his life? He was created for divine glory. He was created to put on
this glory.

Seeking for glory is the deepest and most deeply-rooted need in man’s heart. It is
the need that is constantly attached to his nature. Even children long for glory (even
if unknowingly), as when they want to stand out. Adults find in it a motive for
excelling and for great deeds or, if they are wicked, a motive for evil deeds.

Man cannot be satisfied with his situation and accept it. He constantly longs for
something better. Man is better than his situation, even if he doesn’t know this.
Within him is a beauty that he covers with ugliness. But he senses this beauty and
feels it in special cases. He strives for it by seeking glory, but while he is far from
God, he continues to long for it, no matter what glories he achieves.

There is glory, and then there is glory: the glory of the world and the glory of the
kingdom, the glory of man and the glory of God, momentary glory and eternal glory,
outward glory and inner glory, glory established upon the cross and glory
established on the crucifixion of others, glory that comes through the cross and
glory that rejects the cross. Do you know what kind of glory you desire?

The glory that God has promised us is to “partake in the inheritance of the saints”
(Col. 1:12). It is the glory of holiness, which God has made possible for us through
the cross. “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18), and “our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). Therefore, Moses and Elijah spoke with Him
“of His exit which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31).

The word exit, in Greek exodos, indicates His death. Christ’s death is intimately tied
to the glory of the transfiguration because Christ is glorified in His death (cf. John
12:23). In the annual liturgical cycle, the Feast of the Transfiguration comes forty



days before the Feast of the Cross, demonstrating the connection that exists
between Christ’s glory and the cross. The word exodos reveals that Christ’s passion
is the realization of the Passover of the Old Testament and the true exodus from
slavery to salvation.

The unveiling of this divine glory likewise confirms that Christ’s imminent death is,
not something forced on Him by outside powers, but rather a free offering of love,
for no soldier would have been able to resist such a glory when Jesus was arrested,
had Christ not remained silent (cf. Matt. 26:53). We chant in the kontakion for the
feast, “Your disciples, insofar as they were able, beheld Your glory, so that when
they should see You crucified, they would remember that Your suffering was
voluntary.”

The account of the event of the transfiguration is preceded by the Lord’s speaking
to His disciples about His impending passion and of the value of self-denial for
salvation. The account begins with the words, “After this discussion.” This is an
indication of the connection between the cross and the resurrection. The event of
the transfiguration was an anticipatory revelation of Christ’s glory in order to
strengthen the disciples who saw Him and to make firm their faith in their teacher
and His being the Messiah. The Gospel recounts that the Lord took His chief
disciples (Peter, James and John), so that they might see this glory of His.

The apolytikion for the feast says, “When You were transfigured on the mountain O
Christ God, You revealed Your glory to the disciples as much as they were able.” This
confirms that the disciples saw to the degree that they were able to see. The Holy
Spirit had not rested upon them yet.

This glory is attained by one who has passed through the glory of the cross. That is,
one who has been freed of the hateful ego and from self-love. Rejecting the cross
causes a person to seek glory in self-affirmation, and thus his glory remains a
worldly glory destined to fail. It does not give him the fullness and satisfaction that
he seeks. This is evident in his dissatisfaction with any profit that he gains and in his
constant striving for more of what he already has.

“For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose
god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly
things” (Phil. 3:18-19). “The things which are seen are temporary, but the things
which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18). We do not limit the word “eternal” to
the life after death, as it also includes earthly life.



Earthly glory is by definition passing, a mirage of the life to come and a cause of
perdition. But the promised glory—the glory of man’s transfiguration in God’s
light—is the perfection of the image with the divine likeness, the lasting and original
glory, the reason for the creation of man. If this glory does not exist, then what
justifies human life? And what makes people bear their personal suffering and the
suffering of others? And what gives them the capability to continue with the
painstaking effort of life? Life without this divine purpose becomes a heedless
passing between strangers who uselessly go along their way, life from the womb to
the grave. History becomes merely a succession of vain mirages. Life, the life of
every person, is a short series of events with no justification for its past, no meaning
to its present, and no possible end to its suffering. Mention of human suffering and
the torments of humanity becomes something unbearable.

But we know that this is not the case. God manifests this in His having also become
human. He will show His disciples the transformation that will happen to mankind
in His kingdom of heaven, when they too will enter into glory. “For whoever desires
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it... For the
Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will
reward each according to his works” (Matt. 16:25, 27; cf. Luke 9:24, 26); and also,
“But | tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they
see the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:27), “till they see the Son of Man coming in His
kingdom” (Matt. 16:28).

The transfiguration, then, is a sample of man’s natural state. It is the beauty of
humanity restored, the beauty of original, undistorted creation. Many knew this
beauty, this glory, and experienced it here on earth. The Prophet Moses knew it
when his face shined and the Hebrews were not able to look upon him. Many
enlightened persons knew it, those who in the purity of their life and their struggle
were liberated from the corruption of their fallen nature and became temples for
the indwelling of God, such as Saint Seraphim of Sarov and many others.

May God make us worthy to seek this glory. Amen.

Originally published August 7, 2017.
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