ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
28 Michel Zakkak 10
28 Suha Halteh 32
28 Farid Nassar 7
30 Adele Ayoub 39
30 Michael Isaac 67
31 Attiat Homsy 12
31 Delia Chamandy 57
1 Hilda Zaghloul 6
2 Moufid Halahel 5
2 Fudwa Dabbous 49
3 Rasmieh Kassis 9
3 Saleba Qaqish 39
3 Ayoune Zakak 31

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

MEMORIAL

40 days memorial service for Boulos Tannous offered by his wife Marleine, his children and their
families. May his memory be eternal.
The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Boulos Tannous by his family.

40 days memorial service for Alice Mourawed offered by her husband, her children and their
families. May her memory be eternal.
The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Alice Mourawed by her family.

ETERNAL LIGHT
Sep 10: In loving memory of Jalal Qaqish from his family
Sep 23: In loving memory of Ernest Younes from his family.
CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888



CONGRATULATIONS

Holy Bread is offered for the good health of Ashley and Nader Lawen on the occasion of churching
their new baby daughter Yara Lawen. May God Bless them!

Holy Bread is offered for the good health of Christopher and Alissa Bisharat on the occasion of
churching their new baby son Sebastian Bisharat. May God Bless them!

2023 SOCCER TOURNAMENT SEPTEMBER 1-3

This year Saint George Montreal is Hosting 20" annual soccer tournament. If you are a good soccer play
(Male or Female) over 16 years old and like to participate, please text one of the following people.
Wissam El-Bouri: 416-389-4937 or Adel Shami: 416-846-8001 or Nabil Tahan: 647-864-6117.
More information is available in the flyer. Please check it out if you are interested.

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

BLESSING OF HOMES

Father Georges is visiting our parishioners and blessing their homes. If you like to have your home
blessed, please call Fr. Georges 416-725-2888 or email the office info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org
with your name and address. Father prefers that those who live in apartment’s building to arrange for
few apartments to be blessed together.

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING. AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

TEEN SOYO

SOYO = Society of Orthodox Youth Organizations We are a dynamic group of Orthodox
Christians that provides teens the opportunity to grow spiritually with fellow SOYO members
within the community.

We focus on Spiritual, Fundraising, and Bonding Activities for ages 13-18



Are you between the ages of 13-18?

Do you want to get involved?

Do you want to see behind the scene photos?
Do you have any questions?

Join our WhatsApp group for direct communication for all our events.

Contact your Youth Advisors!
Angela Ghazal: (416) 720-0308 Or Fady Freiga: (647) 892-6136

You can also find us on...

Facebook @ St. George Toronto Teen SOYO
Instagram @ toronto.soyo

Email @ toronto.soyo@gmail.com

Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate

“e-transfer” info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org Account Name: St. George Church

PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.

(Psalm 112:5)




DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 03, 2023
TONE 4 /7 EOTHINON 2; THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

& THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
HIEROMARTYR ANTHIMOS OF NICOMEDIA & VENERABLE
THEOKTISTOS, FELLOW ASCETIC WITH EUTHYMIOS THE GREAT

o During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come,
let us worship... save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...” Afier the Little Entrance, chant these

hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE FOUR
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Having learned the joyful message of the
Resurrection from the angel the women
disciples of the Lord cast from them their
parental condemnation. And proudly broke the
news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world
Great Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION FOR ST. ANTHIMOS IN
TONE ONE (**While Gabriel was saying**)
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O godly-minded Anthimos, as a staunch
defender * of thy flock, thou eagerly sheddest
thy blood for its protection. * Unbending and
wholly unafraid * of all thine adversaries'
fearful threats, * thou rejoicest now in Heaven,
standing before * the throne of the Three-Sun
Godhead. * Glory to Christ Who hath given thee
strength. * Glory to thy manly bravery. * Glory
to thy patient endurance in martyrdom.
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APOLYTIKION FOR ST. THEOKTISTOS
IN TONE EIGHT
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The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile
with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep
sighing thou hast given fruit through thy
struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast
become a star for the universe, sparkling with
miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father
Theoktistos, intercede with Christ God to save
our souls.
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e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.




KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF
THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
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By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and
Anna were delivered from the reproach of
barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered
from the corruption of death; thy people do
celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of
niquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give
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birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life. AEla
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O Lord, how marvelous are Thy works. Cirica 4 ng , [é,_g 5 L Sleef shef Lo
In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul! ‘—’Jj/ u‘"‘“’ L S
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St. Paul to the Corinthians. (16:13-24)
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Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith,
be courageous, and be strong. Let all that you
do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know
that the household of Stephanas were the first
converts in Achaia, and they have devoted
themselves to the service of the saints; I urge
you to be subject to such men and to every
fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at the
coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and
Achaicus, because they have made up for your
absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as
yours. GGive recognition to such men. The
churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and
Prisca, together with the church in their house,
send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the
brethren send greetings. Greet one another with
a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my
own hand. If anyone has no love for the Lord,
let him be accursed. Our Lord, come! The grace
of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with
you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Thirteenth Sunday of Matthew)

(e O s GEY asY) Jaaiy)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew. (21:33-42)
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a
householder who planted a vineyard, and set a
hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it, and
built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went
into another country. When the season of fruit
drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to
get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
Again he sent other servants, more than the first;
and they did the same to them. Afterward he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they
said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let
us kill him and have his inheritance.” And they
took him and cast him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. When therefore the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and let out the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them,
“Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The
very stone which the builders rejected has
become the head of the corner; this was the
Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?’”
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e The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

THE DISMISSAL

INE

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;
by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
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saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N.,
protector of this holy community; of the holy
and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and
Anna; of the Hieromartyr Anthimos of
Nicomedia; and Venerable Theoktistos,
fellow ascetic with Euthymios the Great,
whose memory we celebrate today, and of all
the saints: have mercy on us and save us,
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

the patron and

Ay &) AR o CalS (bl o) daLL
ilally Gl ¢lag— B Cpnmal) Gl
‘Uv‘ﬁ) ( ) U*‘-’J-d\ saly }-’-AX\ ))JY\ bl
EREAR WY (‘f\-—)‘é—A\Aj () e (m)\s
S5z caly) c—\—w’d\ G5 il i Ll
g8 el b 3t Gl i
S L c‘\—u—uy.u AN W
Y Gusaattl aa s (g3 Mju
Liad)) (Blaal aaang azll La\S A oyl
dall Sy Al S Ly Lials

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The Octoechos,
The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline,
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a
single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.




Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.
Month: September 2023

Date Time Service
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
September 2™ 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
September 3" 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 13t Sunday of Matthew
Thursday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
September 7 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: Nativity of the Theotokos
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
September 9™ 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
September 10*" 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: Sunday before Holy Cross
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
September 13*" 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
September 16" 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
September 17t 10:30 am. Divine Liturgy: Sunday afte.r Holy Cross, Sophia & her three
daughters: Faith, Hope, and Love
Friday . . . .
September 22 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: The Conception of St. John the Baptist
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
September 23" 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers with Litia/Artoklasia
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
September 24t 10:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 1st Sunday of Luke, .Thecla the Protomartyr &
Equal to the Apostles, Silouan of Athos
Monday 5:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
September 25t 6:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: The Falling Asleep gf St. John the Evangelist and
Theologian
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
September 30 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers




Witnesses for Christ
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

The Christian is a witness for Christ, through whom people see Christ. To be
a witness for Christ means that you are a witness to His Gospel, and this is
not just a choice that concerns you alone, but a personal commission from
the Lord to you. It is a fundamental commandment: "But you shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses
to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth" (Acts 1:8).

When the Lord commissioned His disciples with those words, He
commissioned all Christians through them, without distinction or
discrimination. There is a distinction to be made between evangelizing - as
a mission that requires full-time dedication - and witnessing. Evangelism is
a special gift and mission, given by the Lord to those whom He had chosen
to be His evangelists. The Gospel only mentions the presence of the twelve
disciples of Christ when He gave them the practical instructions for the
ministry of evangelizing, as detailed in Matthew 10.

The evangelist is a person set apart for this ministry. But we can all bear
witness, and using our lives is one of the most important ways to do it.

Witnessing for the Lord means that you are not ashamed of Him and His
Gospel, and that you strive with all your strength and ability to be faithful to
Him and His teachings. You live by His commandments and walk according
to His statutes. Thus, you become a living gospel, where people see in you
the true Christ, and you bear witness to Him through your conduct.

Talking about Christ, or proclaiming Him, is one aspect of witnessing, but it
is not the entirety of it. There is a time for speaking and a time for silence.
There is a time for action and a time for prayer. And if you do not have the
ability to speak, then remain silent, for your actions may speak louder than
words. If you do not live according to your words about Him, it is better for
you to be silent, lest His words apply to you as they did to the Pharisees:
"Therefore, whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do
not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do" (Matthew 23:3).



The important thing is to make your entire being His, and not just your
tongue. For if you belong to Him only with your tongue, without your whole
being, that becomes a condemnation for you and a distortion of the image of
Christ in the eyes of those who hear you.

Witness for the Lord requires humility, especially in this time. Humility is the
twin of love and its constant companion. Many people have glorified God
through their humble and loving conduct, as the Gospel says, “...that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16).

The word "witness" has two meanings in some languages like Arabic. The
first implies testifying for Him. The second is to die for Him, meaning that you
bear witness to Him even to the point of martyrdom, shedding your blood as
the price for your testimony, never relinquishing it.

God does not ask for martyrdom from everyone. He may allow persecution
from time to time, as a purification for His Church from idols and mercenaries,
and as a way to put aside spiritual and moral laxity, which greatly afflicts
believers these days. However, He asks for your testimony at all times and
in every circumstance. That is why He said, "Whoever denies Me before
men, him | will also deny before My Father who is in heaven" (Matthew
10:33).

Witness for Him means that you choose Him as your way, in good times and
bad. You work to please Him, not caring for what pleases others, while
remaining filled with love for them. The wicked will tempt you to hate those
who pressure you to betray Christ, but you will remain truly faithful to Him if
you continue to love them without yielding to their demands, hoping that He
will save them and reveal Himself to them. Despising and ridiculing them will
lead you to a contradictory testimony of your Lord Who is love, and His image
in you will be distorted. Many have often hated Him and formed a distorted
image of His reality because of the false image of Him reflected by His
followers.

A French priest who befriended and participated in meetings with Marxists
wrote in his memoirs: “| completely agreed with their harsh criticism of Christ
and their rejection of Him. However, when | returned to my room and
reflected on what transpired in the meeting, | realized that they were not



fighting against the Christ | know and worship, but against another image
that has no connection to the Christ of the Gospel, a distorted image that has
settled in their minds due to bad religious experiences here and there.”

Witnessing comes with a price that must be paid. Being faithful to the Lord
may deprive us of things that may seem essential to humans, but for the
faithful servant, they become insignificant. You testify through the simplicity
of your life, for example, even if you can live in great luxury. But you don’t
feel like you're sacrificing luxury because living in simplicity brings you joy,
freedom, and inner peace. The constant statement of the faithful witness
must be, “God alone is sufficient for me,” so anything other than Him is
unnecessary, and everything with Him gains meaning and significance.

Choosing to witness for your Lord does not protect you from trials; on the
contrary, it places obstacles before you at all times. The evildoer is not
pleased with your choice. He always wants to keep you in his grip, while you
strive to be in the embrace of your Lord. This spiritual battle, if faced with
steadfastness and determination, strengthens you and gives you resilience
so that you prevail over everything, and nothing can dominate you. Isn’t that
true freedom?

You have the choice to embrace absolute loyalty to your Lord and His
Gospel, and thus to live in unending happiness; or to chase unreachable
illusions that push you to chase other unreachable illusions, leaving you
more exhausted.

The Gospel is before you; do not hesitate to embrace it.
Originally published June 22, 2015.
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NORTH 2023 HOMESCHOOL
CONFERENCE

VAN WITH KEYNOTE
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October 27th-28th,
St. George Antiochian
Orthodox Church
Richmond Hill, ON, Canada

Visit sainte i QO 22023\
for more information! ‘\ \
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& ST- GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH MONTREAL

SBO PER

PLAYER 16

S
SEPTEMBEH |

s35 PARTICIPANT

ONLINE REGISTRATION:
https://forms.gle/JIMMk4A40Bd8baNJdé

COMPLEXE SPORTIF
TERREBONNE

HOLIDAY INN LAVAL

RATE: $179+TAX/NIGHT FOR 2
QUEEN BEDS (4 PEOPLE

WIFI AND PARKING INCLUDED
TEL: (450)-682-9000

SAIDDABABNEH@HOTMAIL.COM
CHRISNAIMIO@GMAIL.COM
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¥
-

AQUIRING THE
MIND OF CHRIST

WITH
ARCHIMANDRITE SERGIUS

November 3-5, 2023

at

- Yaint George Orthodox Church of MOIIII'Gﬂl

Register by October 22, 2023 [E=
https://bit.ly/Nov2023FallRetreat




Pilgrimage to the Church of St. Arethas
(Al-Haarith] in Muscat, Oman

Commemorating the 1500th Anniversary of
His Martyrdom - October 21-28, 2023

Saturday @ Arrival in Muscat.

Divine Liturgy at St. Arethas Church followed by lunch.
Tour of Muscat: Royal Opera House, Grand Mosque, National
Museum, Al Alam Palace, Muttrah Souk.

Sunday

Monday @ Sea Tours: Watching dolphins, swimming, snorkeling.

Tuesday Nizwa: Nizwa Fort, Al Hoota Cave, Jabal Al Akhadar (“Green
Mountain”), Jabal Shams (“Sun Mountain”).

Morning: Wadi Shab and Bimmah Sinkhole.
Evening: Wahiba Sands Desert — sunset to sunrise, safari, Bedouin
night, enjoying the nature of the desert.

Thursday Wahiba Sands Desert, Wadi Bani Khaled, S5
return to Muscat. v 4

Wednesday

Patronal Feast at St. Arethas Church:
Divine Liturgy followed by lunch.

Friday

....



Perfect for families, youth groups, and church
gatherings, this game promotes unity, spiritual growth,
and a deeper connection to

your faith in a festive setting.

374 @
For comments and feedback: Joy@antiochlan.org

To place your order: https://forms.gle/mtcSB4UdGcKtGXX56
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