
ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY 

DAY          NAME OF THE DEPARTED      ANNIVERSARY  

  

11     Zaher Halteh      3 

12     Aftim Michael Nassar     30 

12     William Zarifeh      11 

13     Mamie Aziz      55 

13     William Khoury     50 

13     Daniel Naim Assaf     15 

14     Edward Charles Saba     42 

15     Paraskiva Agban     4 

15     Ortance El-Hage     14 

16     Georgette Fashho     6 

16     Andrew Barakett     54 

17     Nada Farah Kakish     2 

17     Mary Nassif      53 

 

ETERNAL LIGHT 

 

• Feb 17  in loving memory of Alex & Violette Kodsi for their family 

For the good health of Ghada, Ghattas, Mais, Bashar Hakourah, and in loving 

memory of Yacoub Hakourah from William Bisharat & family 

• Feb 24  in loving memory of Adel Younes from his family 

• Mar 3  for the good health of George Ghneim and family 

• Mar 10  in loving memory of Yvonne Younes from her family 

 

• Memorial Service today for Samir Salem Nino, may his memory be eternal. 

• Ushering for Feb 17: Souheil El-Achhab, Michael Sinanios, Raed Dallal, Fouad Kodsi  

• Ushering for Feb 23:  Sana Besharat, Issa Bisharat, Ayoub Kakish, Joseph Qubti 

• Fr. George will be out of town from February 16-23.  In case of emergency please call Fr. Elias Ayoub in 

Mississauga. Phone # 647/463-9333. There will be no Vespers on the following Saturdays: Saturday February 16 

and 23rd.   

• If you are new to our parish or a visitor, please introduce yourself to one of the ushers and speak to Fr. George.  We 

want to welcome you to our family of St. George.  If you want to join our church, please speak to Father after 

Liturgy. 

• Adult Christian Education: Roshan is preparing some people for baptism every Sunday between 9:30 am to 10:15 

am.  If you are interested to learn more about our Faith, you can join him downstairs.  

• Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Attiah, Ellen, Lucy, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Ezabel, 

Nassar and Adel.  If you have any names of people who need prayers, email them to father. 

• Teens Bake Sale: will be on Sunday February 17th after Liturgy. 

• Sunday, February 24 after Liturgy at 1 pm, there will be a session on taxes downstairs.  The Syrian families (It 

is open to all) have requested a seminar with a tax expert on taxes in Canada. 

• March is women month. Please, see one of the officers to read and help with ushering.  

• Camp T Fundraising: There will be a luncheon on March 3rd after Liturgy in the basement to help raise funds to 

assist with the bus cost. Please, see Lina Rizik Shnoudeh to donate or call her at 647/801-2081.  

• Prosphora Bake Class: Do you want to learn how to make Prosphora (the communion bread), if you are 

interested contact Violette Boutros 416-254-2893. Come Saturday February 23rd to the Center at 11 AM. 

• Annunciation Luncheon will be on March 24th after Liturgy. See one of the officers.  

• Parish Council Meeting: Tuesday, February 26 at 7:30 PM. 

• Bible Bawl Teams needed: Teens and adults are needed for our Bible Bawl.  Please, see Peter Brubacher. 

• Parish Life Conference will be at our church between July 4-7 of this year. We will have a table set up soon to 

register and buy souvenir journal ads. For more information please see Sana Besharat, Richard Smith, or 

Samantha Nassar.  



• $2,500 Francis Maria Scholarship Application 2019:  This Scholarship is available to members of parishes in 

the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America who will be in one of their first four years of 

undergraduate college studies full time in the fall following their application.  Please complete the attached 

applications and send to the address on the front page.  Deadline for all materials: May 15, 2019 

• Holy Land Pilgrimage for our church will be May 8 to May 17 (9 days and 8 nights). Cost $1250 USD plus 

flights. For more information and reservation please see or call Ramzi Shnoudeh 647/500-2081, or Maha 

Khashram 647/966-7749. 

• Block your calendar: During Lent we will have services in the evening at 7 PM on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 

and some Saturdays.  Please, plan on joining us. Lent starts March 11th.   

• Bishop John Visit: His Grace Bishop John Abdallah will be leading us in an all-day retreat on Saturday April 13th.  

He will be with us the whole weekend. We will have different activities for him with different organizations. More 

to come. 

• ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION 2019:  We invite you to share your story and celebrate 

together with us in Grand Rapids July 21-28.  Please go to AC2019GR.ORG/FORMS and reserve your place 

in the Convention Souvenir Journal.  Don’t forget to register for the convention, buy your event tickets, and book 

your hotel rooms! 

• PRISON MINISTRY:  On Friday, April 19th, a small group from St. George will be going to Toronto South 

Detention Centre to hand out Easter packages to the over 1,300 inmates.  This will be our 16th annual visit to this 

maximum-security prison.  Those who are interested in participating in this blessed ministry, please contact Diane 

Younes at 416-464-5908.  Financial donations would be greatly appreciated. 
  

The Divine Liturgy: The Facts that You Didn’t Know by Alexander Adomenas  
The Divine Liturgy is the most important divine office. There are countless articles and books describing it. In the same 

way that the Liturgy is versatile, its history is also multifaceted, so there are quite a few facts that only a handful of people 

seem to know about the Liturgy. Let’s find out what we don’t know about the Divine Liturgy. There are a whole lot of 

books and papers that deal with the symbolism of the Liturgy: The Entrance with the Gospel is said to symbolize the 

beginning of the Lord’s public ministry, while the entrance with the Chalice before the Communion of the Faithful 

supposedly symbolizes the Apparition of the Risen Christ. Whilst I’m aware of the importance and didactic value of this 

method of explaining the Liturgy, I suggest that we step away from it and examine historical approaches, given that many 

parts of the Liturgy appeared as a result of its practical development and was assigned sacred meaning retroactively. To do 

so, we will have to travel in time to Constantinople, for it was there that our Liturgy gained its contemporary form. How 

does a Liturgy start today? We go to church in the morning and listen to the Hours(Orthros in the Antiochian practice/Greek), 

then a deacon comes out and exclaims, Bless, Master! Looks familiar, huh? Things worked differently in Constantinople, 

however. There were lots of churches in honor of saints or holidays in Constantinople. That was why patron saint’s days in 

those churches were led by a bishop. People would gather in the central square of the city early in the morning and proceed 

to the church, singing solemn hymns. The solemn hymns were the three antiphons that we hear either on weekdays or on 

great holidays. A lead singer sang a biblical verse, and the choir of the people responded to it with a chorus, e.g., By prayers 

of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us or Save us, O Son of God, Risen from the dead, for we sing thee: Hallelujah. That is to 

say, the Liturgy started on the way to the church, not inside it. When the procession made it to the church, the clergy and 

the faithful, and often even the emperor, gathered outside of the church in a church yard, where they read a solemn prayer 

of entrance. All people entered the church singing a hymn, such as the Trisagion. When the emperor arrived at the church, 

they would sing a verse from Psalm 20, “Save, Lord: let the king hear us when we call.” They would also bring the Holy 

Gospel in the church at the same moment. The Gospel book was usually preserved in a special building called sacristy. I 

suppose that you have recognized several parts of our contemporary Liturgy, i.e., the solemn entrance with the Gospel, the 

singing of the Trisagion, and the exclamation O Lord Save The Pious (the Greeks did not have the emperor after the Fall of 

Constantinople in 1453 so they modified the exclamation). Later, the processions stopped. The antiphons were sung in the 

church and the solemn entrance to the church was replaced by the solemn entrance of the clergy from the sanctuary into the 

nave but the hymns that had been used in earlier times remained. 



Let’s go back to Byzantium. After the entrance to the church, the bishop would walk to the sanctuary and ascend to the 

High Place. Nowadays, the High Place is the east wall of the sanctuary, but it used to be a literal high place in the east side 

of the church, which the bishop climbed so that all the faithful could see him. It was from there that he greeted everyone 

else, Peace to All! – which marked the beginning of the Liturgy proper. The pastoral greeting was followed by the reading 

of the Holy Scripture. Today, we are accustomed to the fact that the Holy Scripture is read either in the sanctuary or close 

to it, or – only in the cases when the Liturgy is celebrated by a bishop – it is read in the middle of the church. Reading in 

ancient times always took place in the center of the nave, on a special elevation called ambo. Currently, an ambo is the 

central part of the entrance to the altar but then it was a tall (sometimes as tall as 6.5 ft, e.g., in Novgorod) tower, which a 

reader or a deacon climbed to proclaim the Word of God. The bishop would preach a sermon immediately after the Gospel 

reading. Originally, he preached from the High Place but then, since St. John Chrysostom time, bishops usually preached 

from the ambo. The sermon was followed by a prayer for everyone who needed it. A deacon would name the needs to be 

prayed for and the faithful would respond with Lord have mercy, sometimes more than once. That was how our litanies 

came to be. Subsequently, there were prayers for those who were not allowed to stay in the nave any longer, i.e., for 

catechumens, penitent sinners, and the possessed. They were allowed to stay only during the first part of the Liturgy and 

had to leave the church after being blessed. As soon as they left the church, the Liturgy of the Eucharist started. People 

would bring their offerings to the church before the service, including bread and wine. They laid those offerings in a special 

building outside of the church, which was called sacristy. Deacons and other clerics took bread and wine from that building. 

When all catechumens and penitents left the church, some of the clerics would leave the church through a side door and go 

to the sacristy to bring the Holy Gifts while the remaining clergy led by the bishop were reading prayers before the beginning 

of the Eucharist and wash their hands. The clerics took bread and wine, along with necessary vessels, and returned to the 

church through the side door, where they were met by servers carrying candles. The clerics passed through the entire church, 

praying for those who had brought their offerings, and then gave the bread and the wine to the bishop. You might guess that 

it was the origin of our Great Entrance. Then they started preparing the bread and the wine in the sanctuary, and thus the 

ritual of bringing the Holy Gifts into the church transformed into a symbolic procession with the prepared Gifts from the 

Oblation Table to the Holy Table. Next, the Byzantines had the kiss of peace ritual, when everyone present at church greeted 

each other with a kiss. Later, that ritual gave way to joint profession of faith, i.e., the singing of the Symbol of Faith. 

Immediately afterwards, the anaphora was read. The anaphora is the main prayer of the Liturgy, in which we remember the 

Last Supper and ask the Lord to send his Holy Spirit onto us and onto our offering of bread and wine, and transform them 

into the True Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. It’s time we talked about the names of our liturgical rites. Everyone knows 

that they are called the Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom and the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great. Most people believe that 

those saints were the authors of the current liturgical rite and wrote all prayers and hymns of those services. Of course, that’s 

not the case. The Liturgy was being developed for two millennia. There were parts of the Liturgy and prayers that entered 

the Liturgy centuries after St. John and St. Basil and could by no means belong to them. Why are they listed as the authors 

of our Liturgy? That is because (and most scholars support this point of view) they wrote the central prayer of the Liturgy 

– the anaphora – and that was why the respective Liturgies were named after them. Back to the Liturgy. As soon as the 

anaphora was over, people got ready for receiving the Eucharist and sang Our Father. After the Lord’s Prayer, all who 

didn’t plan to partake of the Holy Mysteries on that day, left the church after a special prayer and a blessing. That is precisely 

why a deacon says, Bow your heads before the Lord after the Lord’s Prayer. The deacon takes communion every time, so 

he doesn’t bow his head. Those who do are the people who are not going to take communion and who are going to leave 

the church after the special prayer and the blessing. 

We have merely scratched the surface of the history of our Liturgy. Naturally, we didn’t delve deep into the ins and outs of 

this service. There are dozens of research papers and monographs devoted to each part and even each hymn of the Liturgy. 

They investigate the origins of this or that part of the service in tiniest detail. However, even our brief account can give you 

an insight into the origins of some parts of the Liturgy and how they were incorporated into our contemporary service. I 

hope that it will help us to pray during this most important service of the Orthodox Church more consciously and attentively. 


