ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
22 Salma Khoury Dorkhom 34
23 George Karafile 5

23 Salome Bosada 49
23 Lily Zakaib 19
24 Selena Mereweather 64
25 Isabelle Zraik 29
26 Michel Deratany 45
27 Tamam Mansour 3

27 Salem David 54
28 Ibrahim Ghneim 37

ETERNAL LIGHT

Apr 28: for the good health of Issa Bisharat and family

For the good health of Nicky-Constantine and family

In loving memory of Hanna Qagish from his daughter Wafa Alchekh.
May 19: In loving memory of Adel Younes from his family
June 2: In loving memory of Ernest Younes from his family

Sunday, April 28 Ushers: Labib Chami, Colette El-Hajj, Ayoub Kakish, Maien Kakish

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Attiah, Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Isabelle, Nassar,
Adel and Valentine. If you have any names of people who need prayers, email them to father.

If you are new to our parish or a visitor, please introduce yourself to one of the ushers and speak to Fr. George.
We want to welcome you to our family of St. George. If you want to join our church, please speak to Father after
Liturgy.

Parish Life Conference will be at our church between July 4-7 of this year. We will have a table set up soon to
register and buy souvenir journal ads. For more information please see Sana Besharat, Richard Smith, or Samantha
Nassar.

Pascha Sunday: Agape Vespers at 3 PM. Dinner at our center at 5 PM. Christ is Risen.

St. George Feast Day: will be celebrated on Bright Monday with Orthros at 9 AM followed by the Divine Liturgy.
Adult Christian Education: Roshan Carpenter is preparing some people for baptism every Sunday between 9:30
amto 10:15 am. If you are interested to learn more about our Faith, you can join him downstairs.

St. George Center: Don’t forget to book the center for all your events. Call Fouad Kodsi at 416/917-5457.
Graduates: all high school and university graduates: please, give your names to Joanie Younes. Father would
like to honor all our graduates one Sunday in June.

Wine and Holy Bread Donations: if you like to donate towards the wine or holy bread, please see the office.
$350 for Holy Bread, and $300 for wine.

Young Adults Retreat with the topic: "Forming Authentic Relationships in a Fallen World", May 3rd-May
5th.Visit wwwstgeorgeworcester.org

The General Assembly of our parish will be on Sunday June 9", at 7 PM.

THE 24" ANNUAL ST. GEORGE GOLF TOURNAMENT

Our Annual St. George Golf Tournament is on Tuesday, June 25, 2019 at Emerald Hills Golf & Country Club,
14001 Warden Avenue (14001 Concession #5). Registration and Lunch at 11:30 am. Tee off time 1:00 pm,
Dinner 6pm. The price for golfer including dinner is $250. Our goal for the golf tournament this year is to raise
$100,000 so we need everyone’s help to achieve that! If you choose to not play golf, we also offer dinner only,
tickets for $75. We need everyone’s participation. A portion of the proceeds will be going to Autism Ontario (York
Region Chapter).


http://wwwstgeorgeworcester.org/

Mark your calendar and reserve A.S.A.P. Please Fax or Email registration forms to aftim.nassar@gmail.com Aftim
Nassar 416- 895-2767, Richard Smith 647-280-0883, John Younes 647-982-7645, Fax 416-743-6155 \

www.stgeorgeto.com

FLOWERS FOR GOOD FRIDAY

Thank you! To all the people who donated the flowers that were for Good Friday service to decorate the Bier of Christ, they were presented
for the good health of their families.

George & Rose Ghneim

Christina, Adam & Amelia Shehata

Nabil Samaan & family
Rafik & Mary Younes

Basil & Gabriella Gharghoury

Jamil & Samia Nassar
David & Gabrielle Louden
Vera Khoury & family

Banayote & Mary Kardassopoulos

Nabih El-Hage

Ramzi Shnoudeh & family
Nicolas & Andrea Zabaneh
Mona Gorab

Paul & Janice Ghazal
Samir Berbari & family
Arten Arinkin

Jamil, Samia & Helen Nassar

Elia & Leony Daides

Issa & Feryal Bisharat
Nicola & Firouz Khalilieh
Basil Anita Novratidis
Maria Visconti

Gamil Lawendy & family

In loving memory of Nada F. Kakish

Adel, Lana George & family

Katia Alfar & family

In memory of Sleiman Asfour

Adib Elhaddad & family

Michael, Geace & Lyla Rose Ghneim
Kathy, Mike, Victoria, Brandon & Amelia Vieira
Paul Tannous & family

Alex & Dianne Younes

Fihmi & Samira Rizik

Rafik Bechbache & family
Hanna & Fadwa Hinnawi
Bishara & Nada Shubeita

Fouad Kodsi & family

George & Jacqueline Kamel
Tony & Rosette Mansour

Rami & Joan Younes

Elias Zakkak & family

Marie Gharghoury

Georges & Laura Ayoub

Emad Ferzli & family

Aftim & Samantha Nassar
Nadim Irbib & family

Ted & Michelle Alexopoulos
Dimitry & Kori Sapon & family
Nelly Amato

Lucia LoRe

Soumaya Barghout & family
Shafik Zabaneh & family
Awwad Kakish & family

Samir & Kathryn Zabaneh
George & Odette Boutros

Jean, Rita Dahdaly & family

CHRIST IS RISEN, HE IS TRULY RISEN

Many thanks for all those who contributed to beautify the Altar of the Lord with Easter Lilies. May His Resurrection bring Peace and

Salvation to one and all!

George & Rose Ghneim
Wail Haddad & family
Basil Gharghoury & family
Jamil & Samia Nassar
Vera Khoury & family
Yousri Awadalla & family
Bishara & Nada Shubeita
Wayne & Laila Scott
Nabih El-Hage

Tony & Rosette Mansour
Rami & Joan Younes
Paul & Janice Ghazal
Elia & Leony Daides
Nicola & Fairuz Khalilieh
Maria Visconti

Basil Anita Navrditis
Teddy & Diana Abdo
Anita Zakkak

Awwad Kakish & family
Nadia Younes

Adib Elhaddad & family
Wail & Margo Kakish

Nabil Samaan & family
Rafik & Mary Younes
Fihmi & Samira Rizik
Rafik Bechbache & family
George Boutros & family
Alex & Diane Younes
Ramzi Shnoudeh & Family
Marie Gharghoury

Raed Dallal & family

Alexandra Morton & family

Mona Gorab

Imad Ferzli & family
Nadim Irbib & family
Nelly Amato

Lucia Lore

Gamil Lawendy & family
Shafik Zabaneh & family
Awni Fahel & family
Katia Alfar & family
Samir & Kathryn Zabaneh

Paul Tannous & family

William & Abla Kakish

David & Gabrielle Louden

Hanna & Fadwa Hinnawi

Fouad Kodsi & family

George & Jacqueline Kamel
Edward Abboud & family

George Korkor & family

Adel & Lana George

Nicolas & Andrea Zabaneh

Carrie MacKenzie-Ng

Dimitry Sapon & family

Issa & Feryal Bisharat

Ted & Michelle Alexopoulos
Matthew, Christine & Anthony Nicolak
Aftim, Samantha Nassar & family
Gaby & Nadine Stavro

Richard Smith

Walid Zabaneh & family

Lena AbouSaleh

in memory of Sleiman Asfour

Samir Berbari & family


mailto:aftim.nassar@gmail.com
http://www.stgeorgeto.com/

The Feast of Feasts-Pascha

On Saturday, the day after the crucifixion of the Lord, His disciples and followers were filled with gloom, for
they had seen their Lord and Master die, crucified on a cross. As Holy Scripture tells us, there was a man named
Joseph from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man, who had
not consented to their purpose and deed, and he was looking for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus (Luke 23:50-52). Pilate gave him leave. So, he came and took away His body. [He
and] Nicodemus also, who had at first come to Him by night...took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen
clothes...as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in
the garden a new tomb where no one had ever been laid. So, because of the Jewish day of Preparation, as the tomb
was close at hand, they laid Jesus there (John 19:38-42). The women who had come with Him from Galilee
followed, and saw the tomb, and how His body was laid; then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.
On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment (Luke 23:55-56).

Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said,
Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while He was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.” Therefore,
order the sepulcher to be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples go and steal Him away, and tell the
people, ‘He has risen from the dead, and the last fraud will be worse than the first. Pilate said to them, you have
a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can. So, they went and made the sepulcher secure by sealing the
stone and setting a guard (Matt. 27:62—66). But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women went to
the tomb, taking the spices which, they had prepared (Luke 24:1). And behold, there was a great earthquake; for
an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance
was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead
men. But the angel said to the women, Do not be afraid; for | know that you seek Jesus Who was crucified. He is
not here; for He has risen, as He said. Come, see the place where He lay. Then go quickly and tell His disciples
that He has risen from the dead (Matt. 28:2-7).

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from
the tomb. So, she ran, and went to Simon Peter and the other disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him. Peter then came
out with the other disciples, and they went toward the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciples outran Peter
and reached the tomb first; and stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; he saw the linen cloths lying, and the napkin, which
had been on His head, not lying with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple,
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed.... Then the disciples went back to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept, she stooped to look into the tomb; and she saw two
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her,
Woman, why are you weeping? She said to them, because they have taken away my Lord, and | do not know
where they have laid Him. Saying this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, Woman, why are you weeping? Whom do you seek? Supposing Him to be the
gardener, she said to Him, Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and | will take
Him away. Jesus said to her, Mary. She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, Rabboni! (which means Teacher).
Jesus said to her, Do not hold Me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to
them, I am ascending to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God. Mary Magdalene went and said
to the disciples, | have seen the Lord; and she told them that He had said these things to her (John 20:1-8, 10—
18).

Later the Risen Christ revealed Himself to the apostles in the Divine Glory of the Resurrection. And when they
witnessed that glory, a new awareness of life was born within them along with the power of faith which moved
them to new deeds in their apostolic service. It led them into a hostile world in which they were to endure suffering
and which met their preaching of the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ with enmity and scorn. But we know
that Christ’s apostles carried His holy message throughout the Greek and Roman world and into other lands,



preaching Christ, how He had come into the world to save men and how, though Himself God, He had taken
human flesh and lived as a man among men, and how, as a man, He had achieved incomprehensible perfection.

So too, all true believers rejoice on this day of redemption by the great revelation of God’s truth and life eternal
in Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. His glorious Resurrection is the foundation of our Christian Faith and Hope. It is
the indestructible foundation on which the miraculous structure of Christ’s Church is built.

The Resurrection of Christ the Redeemer is the completion of the Great Work for the redemption of mankind
from enslavement to Satan and corruption; the power of sin is destroyed and Death itself is abolished. The
Resurrection of Christ grants every one the right to call himself a child of God; it is the return of Paradise lost,
the threshold of the Holy of Holies of immortal life and communion with God. St. Paul tells us that if there had
been no Resurrection then our Christian faith would have been deprived of any foundation or value: If Christ has
not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.,.. If Christ has not been raised, your faith
is futile and you are still in your sins (1 Cor. 15:14, 17).

But Christ is risen; He rose the First among the sons of earth, and thus manifested His Might and His Divine
Power. Through our forefather’s disobedience to God, sin took possession of human nature, and brought decay
and death in its wake. But Christ abolished original sin and cleansed the fallen Adam (Eph. 1:7). With His divine
blood He raises man into a new creation (1 Cor. 15:13-26).

The Holy Orthodox Church triumphs, exults and rejoices, magnifying and extolling Christ’s glorious
Resurrection, the great and wonderful manifestation of Divine Love and Forgiveness and the beginning of
everlasting life. On this Feast of Feasts, this Triumph of Triumphs, the Holy Church exults in her love for her
beloved Bridegroom, Who rose from the tomb for our salvation, and summons us, Her faithful children, to this
eternal Feast of angels and men. This greatest feast, illuminated by the light from on high, is a divine prefiguration
of the general resurrection of all those who have died from the beginning of time. And this is so because, as the
Paschal Hymn so triumphantly proclaims: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon
those in the tombs bestowing life!

Kontakion of the Feast (Tone 8)

Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal, Thou didst destroy the power of death. In victory
didst Thou arise, O Christ God, proclaiming Rejoice to the myrrh bearing women, granting peace to
Thy apostles, and bestowing resurrection on the fallen.

Hymn of the Resurrection

Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, let us worship the Holy Lord Jesus, the only sinless One.
We venerate Thy Cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify Thy holy Resurrection; for Thou art our
God, and we know no other than Thee; we call on Thy name. Come, all you faithful, let us venerate
Christ’s holy Resurrection, for behold, through the Cross joy has come into all the world. Let us ever
bless the Lord, praising His Resurrection. for by enduring the Cross for us, He has destroyed death
by death.

Excerpt taken from These Truths We Hold — The Holy Orthodox Church: Her Life and Teachings. Compiled and
edited by a monk of St. Tikhon Monastery. Copyright 1986 by the St. Tikhon Seminary Press, South Canaan, PA
18459. Reprinted with permission.

The Paschal Sermon

The Catechetical Sermon of St. John Chrysostom is read during Matins of Pascha.



If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal feast. If any man be a wise
servant, let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his Lord. If any have labored long in fasting, let him now receive
his recompense. If any have wrought from the first hour, let him today receive his just reward. If any have come
at the third hour, let him with thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no
misgivings; because he shall in nowise be deprived thereof. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw
near, fearing nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let him, also, be not alarmed at his tardiness;
for the Lord, who is jealous of his honor, will accept the last even as the first; he gives rest unto him who comes
at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has wrought from the first hour.

And he shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one he gives, and upon the other he bestows
gifts. And he both accepts the deeds, and welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the offering.
Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and receive your reward, both the first, and likewise the second.
You rich and poor together, hold high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the day. Rejoice today, both
you who have fasted and you who have disregarded the fast. The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The
calf is fatted; let no one go hungry away.

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. let no one bewail his poverty, for the
universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth from the
grave. Let no one fear death, for the Savior’s death has set us free. He that was held prisoner of it has annihilated
it. By descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah,
foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said he, was embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower regions. It was
embittered, for it was abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was slain. It was
embittered, for it was overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered in chains. It took a body, and met God
face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen.

O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are overthrown. Christ is
risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is
risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of
those who have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen.



