ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
2 Moufid Halahel 2
2 Fudwa Dabous 46
3 Rasmieh Kassis 5
3 Saleba Qagish 36
3 Ayoune Zakak 28
4 Edward Eid 33
4 Nouzha Hanna 15
4 Agnes Dabous 63
5 Alice Hazzi 37
5 Hanne Bahou 29
5 Libby Thomas 19
5 Nicolas Haj-Obeid 9
6 Louis Assad Salhany 30
6 Elias Hinn 19
6 Moses Aziz 60
7 Philippe Nasrallah 4
7 Edna Mary Aboud 31
7 Samih Kawar 26
7 Robert Bosada 14
8 Karl Ernest Chamandy 56

ETERNAL LIGHT

September 8: for the good health of Mona Bisharat and Romal Shammas on Wedding day
September 22: in loving memory of Ernest Younes from his family.

October 13: in loving memory of Yvonne Younes from her family.

Ushers- Sep 8 Maien Qagish, William Kakish, Nabil Samaan and Ramzi Shneoudeh

Ushers- Sep 15 Naji Al-Achhab, Yousri Awadalla, Farouk Alkassam and Raed Dallal

One Year memorial for Ky. Manal Dahdouh. May her memory be eternal.

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Isabelle, Nassar, Adel,
Valentine, Lucy, Adele, Nina and Sonia. If you have any names of people who need prayers, email them to father.
Altar servers retreat: we will have our annual altar servers retreat on Saturday September 28 from 12-6. We
will have lunch together. All altar servers are welcome. Father would like the parents to stay for the first
hour.

Father would like to meet with the Teens parents on Sunday September 29 after Liturgy.




Bring your children this Sunday to church for a special blessing for the beginning of the school year.
The Sunday School: Registration will be September 8. Sunday school starts on September 15th.
Parish Council Meeting: Tuesday September 10th at 7:30 PM.
Feast of the Cross: will be celebrated on Friday September 13th with Orthros at 6 PM followed by the
Divine Liturgy and procession.
Sunday September 15th: we will distribute the awards to our children from the creative art.
Sunday School Teachers meeting on Tuesday September 17th at 7 PM.
Homeschoolers meet on Thursday September 19th.
Engaged people get together on Thursday September 26th at 7:30 PM.
Bible Study will start on September 20" at 7 PM.
Fr. George resumed blessing homes. Please call Father to schedule
e Wine and Holy Bread Donations: if you like to donate towards the wine or holy bread,
please see the office. $350 for Holy Bread, and $300 for wine.
e Help with a ride to church: Fr. Richard Rene will be joining us on September 8™ at the Liturgy, he will be
staying in downtown at 5 Hoskin Ave. Can anyone help give Father a ride to the church that Sunday?

DOECUNY FALL RETREAT / OCTOBER 25-27, 2019

e On behalf of the Diocese Ministry Council (DMC), | am very pleased to share with you the details
of this year’s Fall Retreat.

The retreat will be held on October 25-27, and will be hosted by St. George Church in
Montreal. Our Guest Speaker will be Fr. Josiah Trenham, who is well known and followed by
many in our Archdiocese, in large part because of his “Arena” podcasts on Ancient Faith Radio.

The retreat will generally focus on Relationships. This theme was selected based on a review and
consideration of suggestions provided by participants in last year’s retreat. The workshops over the
course of the retreat will explore different facets of relationships, and how they affect our
relationship with God.

For further information on the retreat including details pertaining to accommodations and
registration, please visit the retreat’s web site: https://doecunyretreat.weebly.com/. You'll note that
the chosen hotel is within close proximity to the church. The schedule for the retreat will be posted
on the web site in short order.

The Nativity of the Most-Holy Theotokos (September 8)

The first Great Feast to fall in the Church Year is the Nativity of the Most-Holy Theotokos. It is entirely
fitting that at the beginning of the new religious year all Orthodox Christians should come before the
highest example of human holiness that the Orthodox Church holds precious and venerates that of
Mary, the Theotokos and Mother of God. This day is seen as one of universal joy; for on this day the
boundary of the Old and New Covenants was born the Most-Blessed Virgin, pre-arranged from the ages
by Divine Providence to serve the mystical Incarnation of God the Word.

The first Old Testament Reading of Vespers (Gen. 28:10-17) speaks of the dream of Jacob, one of the
Old Testament Patriarchs, when he fled the wrath of his brother Esau. He saw a ladder extending from
earth to heaven, with angels ascending and descending. When he awoke, Jacob blessed with oil the
stone on which he had slept and called it Bethel, meaning house of God. The Most-Pure Mother of God
is seen here as that ladder between heaven and earth, uniting earth with heaven in her womb. She who


https://doecunyretreat.weebly.com/

carried God in her womb is truly Bethel, none other than the house of God...and the gate of heaven
(Gen. 28:17).

The birth of the Most-Holy Theotokos took place in the following manner: Her father, the Righteous
Joachim, was a descendant of King David, to whom God had promised that from the seed of his
descendants would be born the Savior of the world. Her mother, the Righteous Anna, was the daughter
of Matthan, and through her father was of the tribe of Aaron and through her mother was of the tribe
of Judah. The spouses lived in Nazareth of Galilee.

Joachim and Anna had no children, and all their life they grieved about this, especially since they were
now in old age. Scorn and mockery was their lot, for at that time childlessness was reckoned as a shame.
But they never murmured and only the more fervently beseeched God, humbly trusting in His Will.

Once, during the time of a great Feast, the offering which Joachim took to Jerusalem to offer to God in
the Temple, was not received by the priest, who reckoned that a childless man was not worthy to bring
a sacrifice to God. This greatly grieved the old man and he, counting himself only a sinner among men,
decided not to return home, but to flee to a place of solitude in a deserted place.

Anna, having heard how her husband had been humiliated by the priest, began to fast, and in prayer
sadly beseeched God to grant her a child. In the wilderness, secluded and fasting, Joachim also prayed
to God about this. The prayers of the Holy Spouses were heard. The angel Gabriel came to them and
announced that a daughter would be born to them, whom the whole human race would call blessed. At
the command of the Heavenly Messenger, Joachim and Anna returned to Jerusalem where, according
to the promise of God, a daughter was born to them, whom they named Mary.

This child, the Most-Holy Virgin Mary, pure and virtuous, surpassed not only all men, but even the
angels, being manifested as the Living Temple, the Heavenly Gate, ushering in Christ to the Universe
as the Salvation of our souls. The Nativity of the Mother of God pre-announced the approaching time
when the great and comforting promise of God concerning the salvation of the human race from the
slavery of the devil was to be accomplished. The Mother of the First-Born of all Creation was revealed
to all of us as a merciful Intercessor to whom we perpetually run for help in all things.

Troparion of the Feast (Tone 4)
Your Nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe! The Sun of Righteousness, Christ our
God, has shone from you, O Theotokos! By annulling the curse, He bestowed a blessing. By destroying
death, He has granted us eternal life.

Kontakion of the Feast (Tone 4)

By your Nativity, O Most-Pure Virgin, Joachim and Anna are freed from barrenness; Adam and Eve,
from the corruption of death. And we, your people, freed from the guilt of sin, celebrate and sing to you:
The barren woman gives birth to the Theotokos, the Nourisher of our Life.



DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 08, 2019
TONE 3 /7 EOTHINON 1
SUNDAY BEFORE THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS &
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop
John, and for their quick release from
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the
Lord.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON

Remember, O Lord, David and all his
meekness. Lo, we have heard it at Ephratha.
We have found it in the plains of the wood.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of
God. God is in the midst of her; she shall not
be shaken; God shall help her right early in
the morning. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

A Cala Cak caned (€5 333 &y b KD
oy K5 el (5 3500 &y L

A g
Jadih Ly ca ) 53y cile e &y : dg iU
.1. ° w!/.

ledacis 8 a0 . Bixa U Salial) culd ol
dall U S gl A e B Ep
(oidd)

(deidth) ... oY) e 3ol

THE SECOND ANTIPHON

The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David:;
and He will not annul it. Of the fruit of thy
loins will | set upon thy throne.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art
risen from the dead; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.

There will I make to spring forth a horn for
David. | have prepared a lamp for My Christ.
(Refrain)

For the Lord hath elected Zion; He hath
chosen her to be a habitation for Himself.
(Refrain)

Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son
and Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON

Here will I dwell, for | have chosen her. The
Most High hath hallowed His tabernacle.
Holy is Thy temple, wonderful in
righteousness.
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e During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the

Nativity of the Theotokos. Then, the following:

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY SUNDAY'S

Come, let us worship and fall down before
Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art
risen from the dead; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.
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e Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad,
for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His
own arm. He hath trampled down death by
death, and become the first-born from the
dead. He hath delivered us from the depths
of Hades, granting the world the Great
Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY

OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR

Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed
joy to the whole universe; for from thee did
shine forth the Sun of justice, Christ our
God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the
blessing, abolishing death and granting us
life everlasting.
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¢ Do not sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR

By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim
and Anna were delivered from the reproach
of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were
delivered from the corruption of death; thy
people do celebrate it, having been saved
from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee:
The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos,
who nourisheth our life.

sy Uil &) jle (e £a5 aSh )
L Gedial) dlaias ccupall 2Lcd B 1583
U.Auajg_sﬁjcé.u_;“ 5448 Lnlc;e)gua
3alls AL Elall relsas Bl u*_a‘ﬁjj\ daiag

LA 4 A,.A\ 4\5‘}1\

THE EPISTLE
(For the Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross)

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine
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inheritance.
To Thee, O Lord, | have cried, O my God.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul
to the Galatians. (6:11-18)

Brethren, see with what large letters I am
writing to you with my own hand. It is those
who want to make a good showing in the
flesh that would compel you to be
circumcised and only in order that they may
not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For
even those who receive circumcision do not
themselves keep the Law, but they desire to
have you circumcised that they may glory in
your flesh. But far be it from me to glory
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by which the world has been crucified to me
and | to the world. For, neither circumcision
counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but
a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon
all, who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of
God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for |
bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit, brethren. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. John. (3:13-17)

The Lord said, “No one has ascended into
heaven but He who descended from heaven,
the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
For God so loved the world that He gave His
only Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. For,
God sent His Son into the world, not to
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condemn the world, but that the world might
be saved through Him.”
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MEGALYNARION OF THE FEAST IN TONE EIGHT

Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of
a barren womb.

Verily, virginity, O Theotokos, is impossible
for a mother, as birth-giving is impossible for
virgins. Yet in thee hath the dispensation of
both been accomplished. Wherefore, all we
families of the earth do ceaselessly bless
thee.
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KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF THE FEAST IN TONE EIGHT

| will take the cup of salvation, and I will call
upon the Name of the Lord. Alleluia.

o Post-Communion Hymn:

“We have seen the true light.”

THE DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead,
Christ our true God, through the
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother—whose Nativity we
now celebrate—»by the might of the Precious
and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of
the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at
the supplication of the honorable, glorious
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the
holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of
our father among the saints, John
Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople,
whose Divine Liturgy we have now
celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and
God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron
and protector of this holy community; of the
holy and righteous ancestors of God,
Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have
mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is
good and loveth mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy | 2y (L5 (- B L5h] el = L)
fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have ) Ll ¢ Gaemal) L ‘—‘JL“‘" R

mercy on us and save us. Ldalag el clig) ol }@““9
Choir: Amen. Lol 18 sal)

These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese.
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration
Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be
further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal hon-commercial use, without the prior written
authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.




