ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
9 Hanna Bachir 20

12 Jeannette Hajjar 8

13 Farah Aboufarah 29

15 Rose Atallah 7

15 Helen Haddad 8

15 Kelly Aziz 51

ETERNAL LIGHT

Dec 22: for the good health of Lyla Rose Ghneim from her grand parents Rose and George Ghneim.

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Isabelle,
Nassar, Valentine, Lucy, Nina, Sonia, Samer, George and Elizabeth. If you have any names of people
who need prayers, email them to father.

8 years memorial service for Helen Haddad offered by George Haddad, his daughters and their
families. May her memory be eternal.

8 years memorial service for Alia Koufos Gwilliam offered by Fr. Ted Koufos. May her memory be
eternal.

One-year memorial service for Valentine Streltson offered by Fr. Ted Koufos. May his memory be
eternal.

There will be a get together of couples after liturgy downstairs in one of the Sunday school classes in
Arabic.

Blessing of Homes: Father will start blessing homes on January 7%. If you like to have your home
blessed, please fill out the form for blessing homes.

January 5™ at the end of Liturgy Father will bless the water for Theophany.

Check our new website www.stgeorgeto.org

ENVELOPES AND CALENDARS 2020: Please make sure to pick up your new envelops at the back of the
church as well as 2020 church calendar. Have a blessed year.

The Fast: starts from November 15" to December 25", We abstain from meat, poultry, cheese, milk,
fish is permitted except on Wednesdays and Fridays.

Nativity Paraklesis at 7 PM: Tuesday December 17th.

Great Vespers on Thursday December 19th at 7 PM for the Feast of St Ignatius.

December 24th morning at 10 AM the Hours.

The Feast of the Nativity of Christ will be celebrated on December 24th starting with Orthros at 6:30
PM followed by the Divine Liturgy.

Dec 31st at 6:30 PM for the Feast of St. Basil, the circumcision, and the beginning of the new year.
Bible Study will be stopped during the month of December, we will resume in January again.
Preparation for the Bible Bowl is starting now. We will meet together each week to study St. John
Gospel. Please, contact Peter for more information. Email: peter.brubacher@pm.me

Falafel Luncheons will be hosted by the Knights of St. George on the following Dates: Dec 15%
(Foul) and Dec 22"¢

New Year Celebration: Please, come and join us to welcome the new Year 2020 at our St. George
Centre.

Christmas Card and Poinsettia : If you like to put your name on the Christmas card and contribute
towards the poinsettia flowers, please see George Ghneim or William Bisharat.



http://www.stgeorgeto.org/
mailto:peter.brubacher@pm.me

e SAVE THE DATE — On MARCH 6-7, 2020 we will be welcoming Dr. Philip Mamalakis, author of
“Parenting towards the Kingdom: Orthodox Principles of Child-rearing.” Every parent, parent-to-
be, grandparent and caregiver will benefit and enjoy Dr. Mamalakis’s Orthodox and researched-based,
down-to-earth, approach to child rearing. We pray everyone will take advantage of this special
opportunity to learn how we can all help the children who are entrusted to us by God to grow as
Orthodox Christians.

Prophecies of The Old and New Testament Are Being Fulfilled Before Our Eyes

by Sergey Komarov

Reading the prophets, we see that all the events of the past, present, future are perfectly known to God. This
should help us not to worry too much and hold our hearts when history tectonic shifts happen before our

eyes. The main thing for us is to remain faithful to God - and He will not desert His own.

Fast that has recently started brings us closer to the Nativity of Christ with each passing day. It would be nice
to prepare the soul for the feast by special reading and thinking. It is appropriate at this time to read the Old
Testament prophecies about the Nativity. Just as before the Great Lent the Church during the service reads
several Old Testament books that should prepare our soul for Easter, so on the way to the Nativity it will be
useful to recall some of the words of the prophets about the coming birth of the Messiah. Let us look at such

prophecies, which we find in the texts of both the Old and New Testaments.

[ would like to dwell on the famous prophecy about the Nativity, recorded in the book of the prophet Micah
[1]: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”
(Micah 5:2). This phrase is well known to us because evangelist Matthew refers to it. The Gospel of Matthew
tells how wise men came from the east to Jerusalem and asked where Christ should be born. King Herod had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together and asked them the same question. “And they
said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, and thou Bethlehem, in the land of
Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people

Israel” (Matthew 2:5-6).

Note that Matthew cites a prophecy text slightly different from the original. This could happen for two
reasons. Firstly, there are different editions of the Old Testament texts. The version used by Matthew could
not reach us. And secondly, in the New Testament the Old Testament prophecies are often quoted freely, as a

periphrasis. It is more important for the New Testament author to convey the main meaning of the prophecy



than to quote its word for word. Therefore, such differences in biblical manuscripts are found. In this case, it

can be seen that the text from Micah’s book itself is much more complete than that given by the evangelist.

For example, here is one of these differences: Matthew speaks of Bethlehem of Judaea, and Micah speaks of
Bethlehem Ephratah. What is Ephratah? This is the second name of Bethlehem. In Scripture, both of these
names are applied to the same town. It is interesting to note that Bethlehem means “house of bread”. We
remember that Christ called himself “bread”. “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35), - He said. And here we see the
fulfillment of the prophecy contained in the very name of the town. In Bethlehem, the One Who is the bread of
life is born, and Bethlehem becomes the house of bread, not only by name, but also by the event that took
place in it. While Ephratah means “fruitful”. This meaning is reflected in our worship. Soon, when forefeast of
the Nativity starts, we will sing a troparion of forefeast, starting with these words: “Prepare, O Bethlehem, for
Eden has been opened to all. Adorn yourself, O Ephratah, for the Tree of Life blossoms forth from the Virgin in
the cave”. Where it says: “the Tree of Life blossoms forth from the Virgin in the cave”, - the name Ephratah

(fruitful) is used. We see the reference to a precious fruit born of the Mother of God in Bethlehem.

Another difference. “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah” - is
written by Micah. What are these thousands? The thing is that Moses divided the Jewish people into half a
hundred, hundreds and thousands. Bethlehem was so small that it formed a thousand only in conjunction with
other towns. The small wretched village with several hundred inhabitants is remarkable only for the fact that
David came from it - this is what ancient Bethlehem is. Here we see once again that our Savior, upon coming
to earth, descends into the depths of dishonor and humiliation, being born in one of the most insignificant
Jewish villages, what is more not in the house, but in the cattle manger. It brings to mind the words of the
apostle Paul: “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen
the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:
That no flesh should glory in his presence” (1 Corinthians 1:27-29).

Turning to Bethlehem, the Lord says through Micah: “out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be
ruler in Israel”. Unto me, that is, unto God, for the glory of God, for the fulfillment of divine plans. The goal of
whole our salvation’s household is glorification of God the Father through the Son by the Holy Spirit. Christ
said: “that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14). At the Great Doxology of Matins, we sing: “For
Thou alone art holy, Thou alone art Lord, Jesus Christ, in the glory of God the Father. Amen”. This moment
also needs to be correctly understood: God saves us, His creation, though out of His love for us, butin the final
sense, not for our sake, but for His glory, so that it reveals itself in our salvation. Christ is born on earth, not

only for us, but, above all, for the glorification of the Heavenly Father in the salvation of people.



And one more thing that Matthew omits. It is said about the One Who is to be born in Bethlehem that His
“goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”. Of course, this is an indication of the divine nature of
Jesus Christ. In the next verse, which we do not consider here, we will talk about the human nature of the
Savior - that he will be born from “that she which travaileth hath brought forth” that is, from the Virgin Mary.
And in this place we see a prophecy about the eternal nature of the Divine, which Jesus Christ will carry in
himself along with His human nature. It brings to mind similar prophecies that speak of the divine origin of
the Messiah: “from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth” (Psalm 110:3) and: “and who

shall declare his generation?” (Isaiah 53:8).

Now look how important it is, when reading the New Testament and seeing the Old Testament quotes, refer to
the original source. Whether in the text itself, or in the context of it, we will always find something interesting

that will help us understand the topic raised better.

And how important it is to read the prophets. For example, it is encouraging to see that all the events of the
past, present, future are perfectly known to God. It must help us not to worry too much and hold our hearts
when history tectonic shifts happen before our eyes. No matter how scary it is to observe this, we need to
strengthen our faith and calm down, for God knew all this before the creation of the world, but, nevertheless,

allowed it to happen. The main thing for us is to remain faithful to God - and He will not desert His own.

And note please one more thing: we read the prophecy, which was fulfilled. Among the fulfilled prophecies,
this is not the only one. Reading the prophets and studying history, we can notice how many Old Testament
prophecies were gradually fulfilled. But we also have sweet New Testament prophecies about Christians, and
they will undoubtedly be fulfilled, as well as the Old Testament ones. And what are we promised? Oh, a lot!
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away” (Revelation 21:4). We are
promised to see Christ as He is at some mysterious meal with Him in the Kingdom of Heaven. And all this will
happen, and will happen with us. Whom else with? For we are Christians. We should remember this when

reading the prophets. If their words are fulfilled, then the prophecies of Christ will come true for sure.

Let us think about it in these holy pre-Nativity days and see wise mentors, experienced interlocutors and
forerunners of today’s events in the biblical authors. And the main event of the near future is the one which
the prophet Micah wrote about almost three thousand years ago: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;

whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2).



1.Micah lived in Judea in the 8th century BC. He was a contemporary of the prophets Isaiah and Hosea, and
just like them, he exposed the Jews in idolatry and moral corruption, predicted the imminent destruction of
Jerusalem and the Babylonian captivity. At the same time, he comforted the Jews with the prophecies about

the birth of the Messiah, who “shall he be great unto the ends of the earth” (Micah 5:4).

Translated by The Catalogue of Good Deeds



DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019
TONE 1 / EOTHINON 4
HIEROMARTYR ELEUTHERIOS, BISHOP OF ILLYRIA &
SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS (ANCESTORS) OF CHRIST

MARTYR ANTHIA, MOTHER OF ELEUT

HERIOS; VENERABLE PAUL OF LATRA;

STEPHEN, BISHOP-CONFESSOR OF SUROZH; VENERABLE TRYPHON OF PECHENGA

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop
John, and for their quick release from
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the
Lord.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. Then, the following:

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY SUNDAYS

Come, let us worship and fall down before
Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art
risen from the dead; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and
the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure
body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O
Savior, granting life to the world. For which
cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto
Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy
Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom,
glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone
art the lover of mankind.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE FO

REFATHERS IN TONE TWO

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient
Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone
before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church
of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take
pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted
forth a noble fruit, and it was she who gave
birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by

their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. ELEUTHERIOS OF ILLYRIA IN TONE FIVE
(**Let us worship the Word**)

Being comely adorned in thy sacred priestly
robes * and newly drenched with the streams
of thy pure and sanctified blood, * thou didst
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soar aloft to stand before thy Master, Christ; *
hence never cease to intercede * for those
honoring with faith thy mighty and blessed
contest, * thou overthrower of Satan, O wise
and blessed Eleutherios.
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¢ Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
(**The original melody**)

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to
give birth to * God the Word ineffably, *
Who was before all the ages. * Dance for
joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome
tidings; * with the Angels and the shepherds
now glorify Him * Who is willing to be
gazed on * as a young Child Who * before

the ages is God.
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THE EPISTLE
(For St. Eleutherios)

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of His saint.
What shall we render unto the Lord for all
that He hath rendered unto us?

The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to St. Timothy. (1:8-18)
Timothy, my son, do not be ashamed then of
testifying to our Lord, nor of me his prisoner,
but share in suffering for the gospel in the
power of God, Who saved us and called us
with a holy calling, not in virtue of our works
but in virtue of his own purpose and the
grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages
ago, and now has manifested through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, Who
abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel. For
this gospel | was appointed a preacher and
apostle and teacher, and therefore | suffer as
| do. But I am not ashamed, for | know
Whom | have believed, and | am sure that He
is able to guard until that Day what has been
entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of the
sound words which you have heard from me,
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in the faith and love which are in Christ
Jesus; guard the truth that has been entrusted
to you by the Holy Spirit Who dwells within
us. You are aware that all who are in Asia
turned away from me, and among them
Phygelos and Hermogenes. May the Lord
grant mercy to the household of
Onesiphoros, for he often refreshed me; he
was not ashamed of my chains, but when he
arrived in Rome he searched for me eagerly
and found me. May the Lord grant him to
find mercy from the Lord on that Day and
you well know all the service he rendered at
Ephesus.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Holy Forefathers)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Luke. (14:16-24)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once
gave a great banquet, and invited many; and
at the time for the banquet he sent his servant
to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come;
for all is now ready.” But, one by one, they
all began to make excuses. The first said to
him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out
and see it; I pray you, have me excused.’
And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and | go to examine them; | pray you,
have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’
So the servant came and reported this to his
master. Then the householder in anger said
to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor
and maimed and blind and lame.” And the
servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has
been done, and still there is room.” And the
master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedges, and compel people to
come in, that my house may be filled. For I
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tell you, none of those men who were invited
shall taste my banquet.” For many are called,

but few are chosen.”
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e The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

THE DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead,
Christ our true God, through the
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother; by the might of the
Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the
protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers
of Heaven; at the supplication of the
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and
Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we
now celebrate; of the holy, glorious and
right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable
and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the
patron and protector of this holy community;
of the holy and righteous ancestors of God,
Joachim and Anna; of the Holy Forefathers
of our Lord Jesus Christ; of the holy,
glorious and right-victorious Hieromartyr
Eleutherios, bishop of lllyria, and his
mother, Martyr Anthia; Venerable Paul of
Latra; Stephen, bishop-confessor of
Surozh; and Venerable Tryphon of
Pechenga, whose memory we celebrate
today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us
and save us, forasmuch as He is good and
loveth mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy
fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have
mercy on us and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
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Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration
Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be
further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written
authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.
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