
ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY 
DAY                     NAME OF THE DEPARTED              ANNIVERSARY  

  
 8     Adma Kassis      12 
 10     Adrinee Terzian     3 
 10     Fouad Elias Qubti     26 
 10     Zaki Michael Nassar     23 
 11     Gregoire Papadopoulos    34 
 11     Adele Shaker      20 
 11     Robert Khoury     18 
 13     Edward Aziz      53 
 13     Jean Kathleen Chacra     34 
 13     Wadie Wakileh     40 
  

ETERNAL LIGHT 
 

• June 14:  Eternal light is offered for the good health of Stella Samaan from Nabil Samaan 
• June 28:  Eternal light is offered in loving memory of Mitry & Violette Samaan from Nabil Samaan 

 
• Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Isabelle, 

Nassar, Valentine, Lucy, Nina, Sonia, Samer, George and Elizabeth.  If you have any names of people 
who need prayers, email them to father. 

• A call to all graduate from Universities and high schools : if your son/daughter are graduating this 
June, please send their names and the name of the degree and the school they are graduating from 
to Fr. George directly, to frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net.  

• Check our new website www.stgeorgeto.org 
 
 
 

Everyday Holiness: Homily for the Sunday of All Saints in the Orthodox Church 
Fr. Philip LeMasters 

             If you are like me, sometimes when you read the lives of the saints you shake your 
head and think, “I could never do anything like that.” Many endured horrible tortures to 
the point of death because they refused to deny Christ.  Others denied themselves food, 
clothing, and shelter in ways that seem beyond the strength of human beings.  Some 
accepted insult and abuse while forgiving their tormentors and turning the other cheek in 
a fashion that seems not of this world.  As today’s epistle reading reminds us, the Old 
Testament saints endured such trials purely in anticipation of the coming of the Savior.  
Most of us, who have received the fullness of the promise in Christ, cannot fathom how we 
could be nearly as faithful as was this cloud of witnesses who point us by their examples 
and prayers to commend our lives to Christ. 



 On this Sunday of All Saints, we commemorate all those who have united themselves to 
the Lord to the point that they have become radiant with His holiness by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, including those whose are not formally canonized as saints by the Church.  
The canonized saints are like the members of the hall of fame who stand as shining 
examples of obedience to the Lord. We celebrate them because their lives are such vivid 
icons of what it means for a human being to become a partaker of the divine nature by 
grace.  We do not know the names of all the saints, of course.  Not all who are illumined 
with the divine glory are known publically as such; of course, the point of holiness is never 
simply to draw attention to oneself.  It is, instead, to be faithful in offering our lives to 
Christ. Only He knows the names and number of those Who have done that, for He alone 
knows our hearts. 

 If we want to join their number, then we must attend carefully to Christ’s teachings today 
in the gospel reading.  “Everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father Who is in heaven; but whoever denies Me before men, I 
also will deny before My Father Who is in heaven.”  No doubt, these words concern the 
importance of remaining faithful to the Lord even in the face of fierce persecution.  
Martyrs and confessors continue to refuse to deny Him, regardless of the physical abuse 
they suffer in many countries around the world.  But we would let ourselves off the hook 
by thinking that this teaching refers only to those who lives are literally at risk for being 
faithful Christians.  We must also ask whether we acknowledge Him before our neighbors 
every day of our lives in what we say and do. It is only our pride that makes us think that 
true faithfulness must be dramatic and spectacular.  Most of us struggle to be faithful even 
in our routine trials and temptations.  We will fail to unite ourselves to Christ in holiness 
if we fail to see that the most common challenges that we face are our opportunities to 
acknowledge that we belong to Him, and not simply to ourselves. 

 The Savior said, “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and 
he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who does not 
take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.”  There is nothing wrong, of course with 
loving our parents or our children, but if we are to become radiant with the holiness of 
God, we must keep even our strongest loves in proper order.  We must remember that our 
parents, children, and spouses are gifts of God to us. His love is obviously the ground of 
all love worthy of the name.  Our calling is not to worship people or make them ends in 
themselves, but to relate to them in a way that fulfills God’s gracious purposes for them 
and us.  If we make false gods out of others, we will make them miserable and probably 



drive them away. And since God created us in His image and likeness, we will learn the 
hard way that we will never find fulfillment in anyone but Him. 

 “People pleasing” is quite dangerous because it is ultimately a self-centered form of 
idolatry in which we crave the approval of others to the point that we will sacrifice 
anything for it.  Instead of offering even our most prized and intimate relationships to the 
Lord for His healing and blessing, we end up offering ourselves to others, willing to 
compromise our faithfulness for the sake of giving whomever we want to impress what we 
think they want.  That is not taking up our crosses, but sacrificing our obedience to the 
Savior in order to serve lesser gods.  And since what drives this attitude is our self-
centered desire for the approval of others, it is ultimately a way of worshiping ourselves. 

 The Lord said that, “everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or lands, for My Name’s sake, will receive a hundred-fold, and 
inherit eternal life.” That is not only a promise for those who have physically given up 
their families and possessions, but also for those who have made the less dramatic 
sacrifice of putting Christ first in how they treat and speak to their spouse, children, 
family members, and friends.  It is a promise for those who have denied themselves in 
order to have more time, energy, and resources to share with the poor, sick, and lonely.  It 
is a promise for those who turn away from self-centeredness by offering themselves to the 
Lord in daily prayer, regular worship, and conscientious fasting. 

 Too often we think that holiness occurs only within the context of the four walls of the 
Church.  If we are to take up our crosses and follow Christ, we must also learn to see the 
infinite opportunities of dying to self out of love for Him and our neighbors in our daily 
lives.  That means we must take a painfully honest look at ourselves.  For example, we 
may enjoy filling out minds with entertainment—such as news, social media, video games, 
film, etc.–that only inflames passions of worry, fear, hate, envy, and lust.  If so, we need to 
turn away from it as we focus on the words of the Jesus Prayer or at least something else 
that does not inflame our passions.  If we cannot learn to make such small sacrifices, we 
will never have the strength to make larger ones. 

 Regardless of our age, we likely are close to people whose values and way of life are 
apparently not consistent with obedience to Christ.  Even as we must not condemn them 
personally, we must resist the subtle temptation to compromise our faithfulness to the 
Lord in what we say and do in order to gain their approval.   It is one thing to show 



everyone Christ’s love as best we can, but another to fail to acknowledge Him by engaging 
in conduct and conversation that contradict our primarily loyalty to Him.  That would be 
a form of putting other people, and ultimately ourselves, before God, which is a path only 
to greater weakness for them and us.  We must all discern mindfully and prayerfully 
whether we are acknowledging Christ in situations where it is much easier to act and 
speak as though He were not our Lord.  We must all be willing to take up the cross of 
obedience to Him even if it means that we will be met with disapproval. 

 “Many that are first will be last, and the last first.”  The Savior’s statement applies to all 
who have put Him first in their lives, for doing so requires sacrificing much that the world 
worships.  It is obviously the case for martyrs and confessors to this very day, but also 
applies to everyone who sacrifices, even in small ways, in order to seek first the Kingdom 
of God.  When we direct our time, energy, and attention to serve Christ, His Church, and 
our neighbors in whom He is present, we take a lower place in the estimation of the 
world.  When we refuse to sacrifice ourselves on the altars of conventional accounts of 
success and happiness, we embrace the humility of Christ.  Even when we do so in 
seemingly ordinary ways, we take step in running “with perseverance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfection of our faith.”  That is how, we too, 
may join that great cloud of witnesses who have become radiant with the holiness of our 
Lord. Nothing dramatic or spectacular is required, but only true faithfulness. 
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Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, June 14, 2020 
Tone 8 / Eothinon 1 

First Sunday after Pentecost: All Saints Sunday 
The Holy Prophet Elisseus (Elisha); Methodius the Confessor, patriarch of 

Constantinople; Venerable Niphon of Athos; Cyril, bishop of Crete 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the 
one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, 
Archbishop John, and for their quick 
release from captivity and safe return, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

ــــــ     ِ ال ــــــ ل    ِ ل    ِمــــــ  لجــــــِو ال بــــــ
ـــــ ـــــ   انِ  ال   ِ ِ         ِِ ِ ـــــ ِّ لس  ـــــ     ـــــ ح ی

. بِّ ن  ل  ، إلى الَّ ِ  س ِل  
x During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance 

Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead…” 
After the Little Entrance, chant the apolytikia in the following order: 

APOLYTIKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE EIGHT 
From the heights Thou didst descend, O 
compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to 
the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver 
us from passion; Thou art our life and our 
Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

دََ َ َذاَاْن ْفَن َالدَّ َوَقِبْلَت ِ ن، َ َُمَت ا َ َالُعلوِ  َِمَن ْرَت
اَ اَت ََح ا َِمَنَاآلالِم،ََف ا َْيَُتْعِتَق َِل ام، َاأل الثَّالَثِة

ُدََلك. ْ َ َال اََربُّ اَمَتَا،َ َوِق
APOLYTIKION OF ALL SAINTS IN TONE FOUR 

Thy Church, O Christ God, hath regaled 
herself in the blood of Thy Martyrs 
throughout the entire world, as in porphyry 
and purple. Through them she lifteth her 
voice crying: Turn with Thy compassion 
toward Thy people, and grant peace to Thy 
city, and to our souls the Great Mercy. 

َ ُحَاإلاااُ ،َ  َّ ااا َ اااْةِ َلةمَِءاااِدماِ َأیُّهااااَال َ اااَتَكَُمَت َ َ
َ ْْ ،َوِ ِهاا ااوا ا ااَةواَوُأْرُِ ِبْةف َ َِْ ُشااَهداِكَكَالاا یَنَفاايَالعاااَل
ااالَمَ َّ ااْمَِك،َواْمااَِحَال َ ااْ ََرأفتَااَكَِل  ِِ ااَكَقاِكَلااَة:ََو اد ُت

ى. ْ ََةَالُع اَالةَّْح ِدَك،ََوَهْبَِلُفوِس َِلَعب

x Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

KONTAKION OF ALL SAINTS IN TONE EIGHT 
(**The original melody**) 

As first-fruits of our nature to the Planter of 
created things, * the world presenteth the 
God-bearing martyred Saints in off’ring unto 
Thee, O Lord. * Through their earnest 
entreaties, * keep Thy Church in deep peace 
and divine tranquility, * through the pure 
Theotokos, O Thou Who art greatly merciful. 

ُمَ دِ  اَوَنَةَُتَقا َ َال ة،َ  َّ َقا ل َ َُُال ااِر َال أیُّهاَالةَّبُّ
ااايَ .َ َهداَ َالالَِّ  ااا ُّ ِةَال َعااا ب ِةَالةَّ َباااوال َ لاااَكَ
ْا،َ الماَداكاا َتَكَفاايََساا اا َ َ َ َْ َِْاْحَفاا ةُّتاِتِه اا َ َت ِب َف

زلََ َِ اَ ة.ِمْنَأِِلَوالدِوَاإلِ َ َ ََالةَّْح
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EPISTLE OF ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

God is wondrous in His saints. 

In the churches, bless ye God. 

The Reading from Saint Paul’s Letter to 
the Hebrews. (11:33-40; 12:1-2) 

Brethren, all the saints through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 
received promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight.  Women received their dead by 
resurrection.  Some were tortured, refusing to 
accept release, so that they might rise again to 
a better life.  Others suffered mocking and 
scourging, and even chains and 
imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, they were tempted, they were 
killed with the sword; they went about in 
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, 
ill-treated—of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering over deserts and 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  
And all these, though well attested by their 
faith, did not receive what was promised, 
since God had foreseen something better for 
us, that apart from us they should not be made 
perfect.  Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 
so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus 
the pioneer and perfection of our faith. 

َهَُوَ َُفيَِقد ِ ، بم ََت
واَ . اِمِعَ اِر َ َفيَال

ل   ِ ّ القِ  ةِ  ل  سرِ    مِ  و        لِ الَّ    ب إلى  س
 انِ   العِ 

اِلااَك،َوََاااَ ْ اا َ اااِ ََقَهااةواَال َن،َِ اإ اا َالِقدِ  و،َ  َّ
واََأفاواَاَاأُلُساود.َ َواِتاَد،ََوَساد  ،ََونالواَال ُلواَالِبةَّ ِ َوَت
َ، ِ اااا َّ َال ااااواَِماااانََحاااادِ  َ َوَال اااااِرََوَن َفااااأواَِحاااادَّ *ََوَأ

واَِماانَُ ااع ااةِب،ََوَتَقااوَّ َ اَ َفاايَال ،ََوصااارواََأِشااد  فا
ااااا مَ اِنااااب.َ*ََوَأَ ااااَ تَِن ةاِتَاألَِ ََ اااا ااااةواَُمَع َ َوَ
ِةَ اَماااااااااِة،ََوُتااااااااا ِ َبَ َ اااااااااُةوَ َِءتَاااااااااوت َِ الِ، َأمااااااااواَتُهنَّ

ااةِب،ََوَلااَْْاأَلتَْ َّ ََْاااِ َوال اااِوَِلَ ااَقَبلااواَِ الَّ ُلواََ
ل.َ*ََو َ ُةوَ َذاقواَالُهزَ َوا َ ََأف اَمةا لاَدََتلىَِق َ ل

ااااااااةواَ ِ ااااااااواََوُن َن.َ*ََوُرِِ اااااااا  ِ اااااااااَوال َ ااااااااوَدََأ والُق
لااوِدَ ُِ ِ ،ََوَساااحواَفاايَ اا َّ َال اادِ  َ ااواََوماااتواَِ  ِ وامُت

ََوُهااَُْمْعاا ْاََوَمَعاازا ََْغااَ اااَقوَ ََم َ هااودو .ََوزوَ َُم
قًّاََلُهَْْ ِ ت َُُْم ُِنَالعاَل َنَفايََ،*ََوَلََْ انواَتااِكه َف

ََ اااااِ َوال ِ هااااوِ.َاأَلر .َ*َالَبااااةارلَوال غاااااِوِرََوُ
لُُّهاااااَْْ ُ اااااََفَهاااااكالِ َ ْ ااااااِ ََلاااااََْْهوَداََلُهاااااََْْم اااااالواََِ اإ َی

َوَْ االََال َ َ اََأف اااََشاا ااَةََل َ ََفَ ََ ََ ََسااَب َ،ِتااد.َ*َأَل َّ
ااَََأ َْ اِدُ َِء ااَ ذَُ َ ُنََأ ا.َ*ََفَ ُلواَِءدوِن الََ

هوِدََفلُل ُّ اَ ِةَِمَنَال َّ َِمثُلََهِ ِاَال َِثَقالا الَّ ُ ََت ااَ َِ
َةاا َُم َ ااةا ََ ة االَّ اابَْوُ َّ َِ ال َْ اااِء ااا،ََولُ َِء ِةَفاايَةا

َ ِ َنَ لااااااىََركاااااا ااااااا،َ*َناااااااِ ِة هااااااِدَالاااااا لََأماَم ِ ال
وع. ِلِ ََ  ِ َ اِ ََوُم َاإ

GOSPEL OF ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according 
to St. Matthew. (10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30) 

The Lord said to his disciples, “Everyone who 
acknowledges me before men, I also will 

و  ش  م ب رة  ليِّ ّ الق م    ى اإلن
 ِ ِ ال ِ ال ل  . ال

ََمااانَْ ااالُّ ُ اااِ ِا،َ َِلَتالم اَمََعََْقااااَ َالاااةَّبُّ تَاااِةُ.َءااايَُقااادَّ
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acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I 
also will deny before my Father who is in 
heaven.” “He who loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; and he 
who loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me; and he who does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” 
Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, we have left 
everything and followed you.  What then shall 
we have?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to 
you, in the new world, when the Son of man 
shall sit on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or wife or children 
or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a 
hundred-fold, and inherit eternal life.  But 
many that are first will be last, and the last 
first.” 

،َأَتَْ َِ اَمََأءااااايَالااااا لَفااااايَال اااااا تَاااااِةُ.ََأنااااااَِ اااااِ َُقاااااد 
ِاُةُاََأنااَ ،َُأن َِ اَمَال اا ُِةنيَُقاد  اواِت.َ*ََوَمنَُی َّ ال

اوا َّ اَمََأءيَال لَفيَال ََأَ ااََأوَُقد  ت.َ*ََمنََأَحبَّ
َاءَاااََأوَ ي،ََوَماانََأَحاابَّ قُّ ِ ااَت اااََألثَااَةَِم اايََفااالََ ُأمًّ
ي.َ*ََوَمااانَالََأُ اااُ َ قُّ ِ اااَت تَااااََألثَاااَةَِم ااايََفاااالََ ِء
َ ي.َ*ََفَأِااَبَُ ةاةَُ قُّ ِ اَت يََفالََ َُ ََوَتَُع َصل

ُنََقدََتَةلَْ ََشيَوقاَ ََلُ :َُهَوذاََن ُلَّ ااَك،َاَ ََوَتِع  ا
اااقَ*ََفقاااَ َلََ ااوُ ََل اااذاََ ََأقااوُ ََف ََّ اا َ ااوُع:َال ُهااََْ

َُ َََْْْْل ُ دیاِد،َال یَنََتِعَََْأنُتََُْ،َ نَّ اِلَالتَّ ونيَفيَِ ُت
َلاااااَ َاْءااااا َِ اااااِدِا،ََمتاااااىَ ََم ةِسااااايِ  ُ اااااِةََتلاااااىَ َ ُنَالَ

ةِسااااًّاَ ُ ااااَةَ َ اااااََتلااااىَاثَاااايََت َ ااااوَ ََأنااااُتََْأ ِل َت
ََ ا وَ ََأس ََمانََتدی َة.َ*ََوُلُّ َ َلَاالثَيََت َ سةاك

وتَااااََأوَ ْ ااا ااااََأوَتَاااَةَكَُء ََأوََأَ ااااََأوَُأمًّ َوَوََأوََأَ اااواتا
ي،ََأُ اااُ َ َأوََأوالَداََأوَُحقاااواَلَِمااانََأِاااِلَاسااا اماااَةأَوََ
ااةوَ َ ث اااَوَاأَلَءِدَّااة.َ*ََوَ َ َال َُ ،ََوَااِة ِمَ ااَةَِ ااعفا

ونوَ َ ِ ةن،ََو ِ َة لوَ ََ ن.َأوَّ ل ونوَ ََأوَّ َوَ ََ
KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF ALL SAINTS IN TONE EIGHT 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise is 
meet for the upright. Alleluia. 

ااااااهَِتََاءَْ ِ ااااااَُلَْ.َلَِبَ الةََّقوَ َ اااااادَ ااااااواََأیُّهاااااااَال نََتََْ ،َ
ح.َهَََْغيَالتََََّْیََ  .الَولَِب

THE DISMISSAL 
Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, 
Christ our true God, through the intercessions 
of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy 
Mother; by the might of the Precious and 
Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the 
honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the 
supplication of the honorable, glorious 
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the 
holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of 
our father among the saints, John 
Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, 
whose Divine Liturgy we have now 
celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-

ــ ِ  اااََماانََْال قااي،َ ، َ اااَال ُحَ لُه اا َ قاااَمَ أُیهاااَال
ُلِ َّاِةَالَةهااَرِوَ اَكَال افاتاِتَُأمِ  َ ِنَاألماواِت،َِ  ِمنَءا

ََتْااابا  ااالِ  ُ ااا والَبةَ اااةَِماااْنَ َ َِْو ُقاااْدرِوَال اااة َ ِبَال ل
اااااي  ْ ُ َماااااِةَ ال َةَّ ُ اِوَِّةَال ااااا َ ااااااِتَالُقاااااو اِتَال وِ ِةْل

اااِدَ َ َال َِ ااااِء َِْال َااة َال ااااِد َوالَِبااايِ  ِْ العاِدَمااِةَاأل
ُساااااِلَ َنَالةُّ اااااةَّف َ ُ َنَال ااااا  ِ ااااادا  َوالقد َ ْع َ یوَح ااااااَال

ََما الِ  َُ دیةَنَِ  َ اِلَِفايال ِل َ َااَال ح ََوأِء ااْلِقد ََِد ِ َنَْ
َََُّیْوَحَّااااَاْلاااَ َهِبيَُّ ة اااة ِ َأَسااااِقَفِةَاْلق ََركااا ْْ  ة،اْلَفااا

ََِاَِ َِلاِتاُبََها اَةََِمادَْال َ ادِیَنََة،ةفََال َ َنَال ا والِقد 
ََفةَِ َنَ ااااااااال ُتَااااااااَألِ ق ااااااااَهداَ َال ُّ اااااااااَاألْءااااااااةاِرََ؛ال و  اِك
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bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and 
protector of this holy community; of the holy 
and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and 
Anna; of the Holy Prophet Elisseus 
(Elisha); Methodius the Confessor, 
patriarch of Constantinople; Venerable 
Niphon of Athos; and Cyril, bishop of 
Crete—and of all the saints of all ages who 
are well-pleasing to God, whose memory 
we celebrate today—have mercy on us and 
save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth 
mankind. 

َنَ ااا   اا َُتَوشِ   َةُفالناا،َ)فُااال َ)اااة َوالقااد   ََال
ْعَِ سااااااةََ)اااااااة َوحاميَ)اااااااة َشِف َُقدَّ َ هَااااااِ ِاَالةَِّ َّااااااِةَال

َََْو ِحَاإلاااِ ،َیاااوال ااا ااادَّلَال َِ َقِْنَ ااادِ  اااِْنَال َ الِقدِ 
 یــــ    ِ ،  مِ ــــ   لِ  إيِّ ِــــال    رِ    ــــَ وحَّاااة

ــِ   ب   ف  ِ  ــع  ال   ــالقِ  كِ     ــ رِّ َّ ِ ِ       ن   ة، ال فــ  ن
ِســــ ــــِ يّ األث ــــ ل    ل  ،   ــــ ِ َ-َــــ فِ   س    ج

ةّ القِ  ِ ال ِل  ا هللا  بأ   ِلِ  ض ی  لر    -  ال
َُْالَاااااْوَم، َُْتَاااااْ لاَرُه َك،ََالااااا یَنَُن،ااااا ااااا اااااِعَِقد  َِ و

ة.  َ َِلْلَ ِبٌّ اَأنََّكَصاِلحمَوُم اَِ  ْ اَوَ لِ  َْرَح
Priest: Through the prayers of our holy 
fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have 
mercy upon us and save us. 

ــ ِ َ :ال َن،َأیُّهاااَالاااةَّبُّ اا ااااَالِقد  ااَلواِتَ  اِك َ  ِ
ا. ْ اَوَ لِ  ْ ا،َاْرَح ُحَ لُه َ وُعَال ََ

Choir: Amen.  قة ن.َال َ م
These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese 
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The 
Octoechos, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, 
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond 
printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration 
Monastery. 
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June 8, 2020 
 

Beloved Faithful in Christ, 
 

Greetings and blessings to you and your families in the Name of our Great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ! 

As we wrote in our pastoral letter for Pentecost, these holiest of days have been difficult and 
heartrending. We have experienced the unprecedented restrictions on the gathering of our 
faithful in the churches, anxiety and fear stemming from a new virus spreading with great 
speed throughout the world, economic distress arising from the lockdowns, and 
controversies and divisions arising from the various ways in which the various churches have 
chosen to respond to the situation. As we have steadily returned to a more normative 
liturgical and sacramental life, we have been further rocked by the killing of George Floyd 
while under police custody and the subsequent protests. 

We called in our letter for our communion with God to light a flame, not of anger and 
divisiveness, but of love and reconciliation. We have desired throughout these days to return 
everyone to the churches as soon as possible in a safe and responsible way. We have striven 
to balance the need for our people to be physically in church during these trying times 
without becoming ourselves a part of prolonging or worsening them.  

Keeping in balance these considerations, I am granting my blessing to all our churches in the 
United States to open to 25% of their seating capacity by this upcoming weekend of  
All Saints. In areas where there are fewer restrictions and the reported numbers of new cases 
are decreasing, parishes may open to the highest capacity allowed while maintaining social 
distancing according to our Archdiocesan directives – at least six feet of distance between 
worshippers not of the same household and keeping an empty pew between occupied ones. 
These updated guidelines apply to the celebration of all sacraments as well. The situation in 
some of the provinces in Canada is unique, and we will continue to monitor the situation 
and continue to look for a means of redress there.  

I would like to take this moment to reiterate a few important things about these difficult 
days we have experienced. We did not ask our faithful to worship from home out of a fear 
of death or a belief that our churches or sacraments are carriers of disease. Our world was 
confronted by a novel virus to which no one had yet been exposed and no doctor had yet 
learned to treat. In addition to those factors, the virus could be spread before the onset of 
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symptoms by people unaware they were sick. We were asked to join our local communities 
in slowing the spread of the virus by not gathering in crowds. This was to prevent an 
overwhelming of the healthcare system, allowing the doctors and nurses to give adequate 
care to the sick and thus avoid unnecessary deaths. We saw examples of hospitals in New 
York and New Jersey becoming quickly overwhelmed, tragically resulting in the sick being 
left on gurneys in hallways and the dying having to say goodbye to loved ones over the 
internet on tablets. As your father in Christ, I felt a heavy weight of responsibility and 
immense pain in asking our faithful to cooperate in this effort, and I hope all of you 
understand my desire to spare the rest of the Archdiocese from experiencing the disaster 
that we witnessed unfold here. 

As of the writing of this letter, there is so much good news in which we can rejoice. After a 
month of states reopening, the nationwide curve has remained mostly flat, and while testing 
has gone up, the percentages of positive tests have gone down. Instead of thanking God for 
the good news, we see recriminations and anger flowing from some quarters. We understand 
that this has been immensely hard for us to remain at home during the height of our Church 
year. We also understand that as the situation improved, some of our civil authorities either 
refused to loosen their restrictions in a commensurate way or created reopening plans that 
did not take the churches into equal consideration. We have been working for weeks 
through the Assembly of Bishops to petition those civil authorities to reconsider their unfair 
placement of the churches in their phased reopening plans. With this letter, we believe that 
any further restriction of our churches in the United States below 25% capacity is an undue 
burden on the exercise of our freedom of religion, and we grant our blessing to our parishes 
to open to this level nationwide. Let our joy this weekend of All Saints be full!  

We have stated throughout these difficult days that Holy Communion is the “medicine of 
immortality” not a vector of disease. We have also consistently stated that our method of 
distributing the Holy Gifts is not open to question. With great pain and heartache, we 
cooperated with our civil authorities in the limiting of gatherings of the faithful, but our 
cooperation ends with any infringement on the traditional practices of our Faith.  As we 
welcome you back to the churches, we call on you to draw near to receive the Holy Gifts, 
not with the fear of a virus, but with the fear of God, faith, and love.  

While our desire for our people to return to the liturgical and sacramental life of the Church 
is foremost on our minds, we also want to allow for a cautious and wise return to other 
aspects of parish life. We are hesitant to grant our blessing to returning to in-person 
meetings and social gatherings, but if parishes are in areas where these are permitted, we 
encourage any in-person meetings to be held in small numbers with adequate social 
distancing. We grant our blessing for parish social events to be held outdoors and replace 
summer fundraising events with curbside pick-up sales if all the guidelines of the local health 
departments are strictly followed.  
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We strongly prefer parishes to continue with practice of using two chanters chanting 
opposite one another on different sides of the solea to reduce the chance of spreading the 
virus through aerosolization. There have been competing studies on the issue of singing, so 
we grant our blessing to parishes in areas with decreasing numbers of new cases with large 
church buildings with good ventilation to use choirs of no more than six members with 
increased spacing between one another than the usual six feet. In all these areas that we have 
mentioned above, we expect our priests and parish councils to exercise their good judgment 
and practice all the health and safety measures dictated by their local health departments. 

We have experienced tumultuous days that have required many difficult decisions based on 
rapidly changing and sometimes contradictory information. Everything we have done has 
been based on much prayer and deliberation, and we have and will continue to do our best 
to balance our responsibilities to our people and our wider communities. I continue to ask 
your prayers for myself and my brother hierarchs as we navigate our Archdiocese through 
these times of anxiety and civil unrest and be assured of our fervent and heartfelt prayers for 
you.  

This weekend of All Saints is a wonderful reminder that the Passion of our Lord, Third-Day 
Resurrection, Ascension, and Sending of the Holy Spirit have all taken place that we may 
become holy as our Lord is holy, as perfect as He is perfect. Through the life of the Church, 
we are called to be one with our Lord and with one another as He is with the Father and the 
Spirit. Let us strive to pray more, forgive more, and serve more that we may attain lives of 
holiness and be joined with our Lord together with the choir of the Saints unto the ages of 
ages. 

With paternal love and care for all, I remain, 

Your Father in Christ, 

 
+JOSEPH 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 
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Dear to Christ the members of St. George Church, 
 
Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are happy to announce to you the opening of our church next Sunday June 14th, the Sunday 
of All Saints. We will follow the Ontario guideline of using only 30% building capacity for places 
of worship. The number of maximum individuals that will be allowed is 130.  The doors will be 
closed after we have reached our maximum capacity. Father is planning if necessary, to have 
another liturgy next week. The streaming of the Liturgy on Facebook and from our website will 
continue as usual.   
Here are the guidelines: 

1.       We will follow the province of Ontario distancing recommendation by keeping 6 feet apart. 
2.       Hand sanitizers will be available at the entrance door. 
3.       You are encouraged to wear a mask, but it is not enforced. 
4.       Follow the Ushers direction on where you can sit. 
5.       We will exit at the end of the Liturgy from the side doors keeping the distancing rule.   
6.       There will be no social gathering, coffee, or congregating downstairs in the basement. 
7.       If you have traveled outside Canada in the last 15 days, you must isolate yourself. 
8.       If you have a fever, flu like symptoms (cough, congestion, headache, muscle ache) you must 
stay home. You will be asked few questions at the door before entering the church, do not be of-
fended. 
9.       Elderly people, the sick and high-risk population will be asked to NOT come to any services. 
10.   Donation: there will be no tray collection but bring your donation envelop with you and place 
it in the box by the candles. No exchange money for the candles allowed. 
11.   Communion: Father is asking everyone at the request of our Metropolitan to open your mouth 
big, put your head back, and do not close on the spoon. 
12.   Father will be available after Liturgy to give communion to those who could not come in the 
church. 
13. Those who already attended on Sunday are asked to give the chance to someone else who did 
not attend yet for the Sunday after. 
 
 We are asking you to call and inform one of the following individuals that you are attending the 
Liturgy this Sunday, if your family last name falls within the following letters call: 
 
A-F= Colette El-Hajj 416/558-8865, G-K= Ramzi Shnoudeh 647/500-2081, L-P=John Dahdaly 
416/569-9900, Q-U=Samanth Nassar 416/523-5414, V-Z= George Boutros 416/688-9994. 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you on Sunday.  
 
Fr. George Dahdouh, Pastor                               Mr. George Boutros, Chairman of the Parish Council 
 

 


