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ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY 

DAY                   NAME OF THE DEPARTED              ANNIVERSARY  

 

 12    Missadi Hourani    36 

 14    Lottie Mary Assaf    32 

 16    Hanna Daides    23 

 18    Aida Awad     23 

 

• Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar, 

Valentine, George, Nina, Sonia, George, Elizabeth, Beshara, Samer, Irene, Nadia, Mona, Christine and 

Toni.  If you have any names of people who need prayers, email them to father. 

 

ETERNAL LIGHT 

 

• April 18: in loving memory of Yousef and Sumaya Musallam from Nadim Irbib and family 

For the good health of Nicole Shami from Adel, Reem & J.P. Shami. 

• April 25: for the good health of Issa Bisharat, his children and Grandchildren. 

• May 2: for the good health of Issa Bisharat, his children and Grandchildren. 

• May 16: in loving memory of Adel Younes from his family 

• June 6: in loving memory of Ernest Younes from his family 
 

• Ushers for April 18:  Ramzi Shnoudeh, Nabil Tahhan, Fadil Nemr and Riad Touma 

 

• Lenten Luncheons:  Our Church will be hosting a Lenten Luncheon every Sunday following Divine 

Liturgy.  Please mark your calendar.  This Sunday, Coffee and Falafel will be served outside under the 

tent.  We would like to thank Labib & Hala Chami and their family for sponsoring this Sunday’s 

Luncheon. 

 

• FOR Palm Sunday, Good Friday AND Holy Week services, THE BOOKING THROUGH 

EVENTBRITE WILL BE EMAILED TO ALL PARISHIONERS THE WEEK BEFORE THE 

SERVICES. 

 

• Monday: Great Compline, Wednesday: Presanctified, Friday: Canon of St. Lazarus, Saturday: 

Lazarus Saturday starts with Orthros at 9:30 AM followed by the Divine Liturgy.  

 

• Palm Sunday: we will have a procession with palms at 1 PM. Please, sign up.  

 

• Please note effective Sunday March 28th, parishioners should book through EVENTBRITE a maximum 

of one Sundays every week.  

If there are bookings for more than two Sundays, with Father George’s blessing, your registration will 

be cancelled for the third liturgy to give other parishioners a chance to attend.  

You will get notified of this cancellation by email. By Friday night, if there are available seats, then you 

can register for the upcoming Sunday or you can then book for the following Sunday.  Thank you so 

much for your patience and cooperation. For any questions, please call Colette at 416–558-8665 

 

• Memorial: if you are planning on doing a memorial for a loved one and you are expecting more than 

15-20 people, please consider doing it on a Saturday in the evening. Thank you. 
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• PLEDGE FORM 2021:  Please fill your pledge form if you have not done so as to allow us to budget 

for this year.  Please see attached form. 
 

• We are in need of a lot of flowers for Good Friday to decorate the bier of Christ.  If your family would 

like to donate towards flowers, please see or call Fouad Kodsi 416-917-5457 

We are in need of Easter Lilies to decorate the Church.  Please see Fouad Kodsi, if you would like to 

donate.  Thank you 

 

• Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church 

Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate 
• “e-transfer”  info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org Account Name: St. George Church  

• PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to:  St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave, 

Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9    

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice. 

(Psalm 112:5) 

 

• Bookstore:  New icons have just arrived in our bookstore. The Bookstore is located in the church’s 

basement.  Icons are great gifts for newborn, new home, your car or your children, and Christmas 

gifts.  Please see Colette El-Hajj or Odette Boutros to see these new icons. 

 

• Please, don't forget to send your sacrificial giving to your church of St. George via e-transfer, or 

you can still bring your envelope with you and place it in the box by the candles. Your sacrificial 

giving (financial donation/support) will keep our doors open.  

 

• Canned Food Drive: please bring non-perishable canned food to donate to the needy and place them in 

the box outside in the Narthex.  

 

• Online Sunday School has begun and is in full swing. You may still register your 

children at any time. For further assistance contact Amanda Qaqish at 

orthodoxchristianeducation@gmail.com. 
 

• MASKS ARE STILL MANDATORY INSIDE THE CHURCH. NO EXCEPTIONS.  

 

• Please, sign up to attend the Liturgy on Sunday on Eventbrite. You don't have to sign up for 

services during the week.  

 

http://www.stgeorgeto.org/
mailto:info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org
mailto:orthodoxchristianeducation@gmail.com
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Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Tone 4 / Eothinon 1 

Fifth Sunday of Great Lent 

Commemoration of our Righteous Mother Mary of Egypt 

Venerable John, disciple of Gregory of Decapolis; Venerable Euthymios and Athanasios of Aegina;  

Cosmas the Confessor, bishop of Chalcedon 

 

**Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great** 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one for the head 

of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop 

John, and for their quick release from captivity 

and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 رانِ طْ والمِ بولُسَ  المِتْروبوليتِ لِ مِنْ أجْ  الشمممممممم    
ما سْْْْْْْْالِمَيْنِ   ل  ن  يوحَ  ِِ رِوِما وهَوَْ اِ الر بِ  ا وفَكِ  أسْْْْْْْْْ

 نَطْلُب.
 يا ربُّ ارْحَمْ.الجوقة  

 During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion, then the Eisodikon.  

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY SUNDAYS 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the 

dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

نا.  ِِ ِْ لِلْمَسِْْْْكِ  مَلِهِنا و ل ُ نْ ونَرَْ  نا وَلُم وا لِنَسْْْْْ خَلِ صْْْْْ
  لِنُرَاِ لَ لَكَ. واتي  مَنْ ق مَ مِنْ بَيْنِ الأمْ   يا ابْنَ الله
 .وَلِلويِا

 After the Little Entrance, chant the apolytikia in the following order: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 

Having learned the joyful message of the 

Resurrection from the angel the women disciples 

of the Lord cast from them their parental 

condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ 

God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 ن  اِلْميذاتِ الر بِ  اَعَل مْنَ مِنَ المَلاكِ الهَرْزَ بالقِامَةِ 
لَ  ب   وخاطَبْنَ الرُّسُْْْْْْْْْ ج  وطَرَحْنَ القَضْْْْْْْْْاَِّ الَ نِ  ِِ البَ

وقامَ المَسِكُ الإلهُ   مُفْتَخِراتٍ وقائِلاتٍ: سُبِيَ المَوْتُ 
 ومَنَكَ العالَمَ الر حْمَةَ العُظْم .

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY OF EGYPT IN TONE EIGHT 

Through thee, the divine likeness was securely 

preserved, O mother Mary; for thou didst carry 

the cross and follow Christ. By example and 

precept thou didst teach us to ignore the body, 

because it is perishable, and to attend to the 

concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, doth thy 

soul rejoice with the angels. 

بِكِ حُفِظَتْ صْْْْْورَلُ خَلْقِنا بِنِق ةٍ أي تُِا اَمُّ مَرْيَم  ف ن كِ 
ليبَ واَبِعْتِ المَسِكَ  وهَمِلْتِ وهَل مْتِ أنْ  حَمَلْتِ  الص 

نِ َن هُ زائلْ  وأَنْ يُعْن  بالن فْسِ  يُتَغاضْْْْْْ  هَنِ الَ سَْْْْْْ
َِ المَلائِهة. جُ روحُكِ مَ ِِ  غيرِ المائِتَة. لِذلِكَ اَبتَ

 Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 
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ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to 

shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, 

O despise not the suppliant voices of those who 

have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 

come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: 

Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make 

supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O 

Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

يا شَفِعَةَ المَسِحيينَ الغَيْرَ الخازِيَة  الوَسِطَةَ لَنَى 
الخالِقِ غَيْرَ المَرُْ و ل  لا اُعْرِضِي هَنْ أصواتِ 

لِبَااِنا نحنُ الخَطَأَل  بَلْ اَنارَ ينا بالمَعونَةِ بِما أن كِ طَ 
صالِحَة  نحْنُ الصارِخِينَ  لِْكِ ب يمانٍ: باِ رِب  لَ  
فِعَةَ  الشفاهَةِ وأسرِهِي في الطِلْبَةِ  يا والنلَ الإلَه  المُتَش 

مِِكِ.   ائِمًا بِمُهَرِ 

THE EPISTLE (For Fifth Sunday of Lent) 

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our 

God. 

God is known in Judaea. His Name is great in 

Israel. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to 

the Hebrews. (9:11-14) 

Brethren, Christ having appeared a High 

Priest of the good things to come, through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 

with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 

neither through the blood of goats and calves, but 

through His own blood, entered in once for all 

into the holy place, having found eternal 

redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled 

persons with the blood of bulls and goats and with 

the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification 

of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of 

Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

Himself without blemish to God, purify your 

conscience from dead works to serve the living 

God? 

 .صَلُّوا وأوْفُوا الر ب   لِنَاَ نذُُورَُ م
 .اللهُ معَْروفْ في أَرْضِ يَِوذا

فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِس لَةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَّسولِ إلى 
 .العِبْرانِيين

نَةٍ لِلْخيْراتِ يا  خْوَلُ   ن  المَسِكَ  ذْ قَنْ جاَِّ رئِسَ  َِ كَ
المُسْتَقْبَلَةِ  فَبِمَسْكِنٍ أهَْظَمَ وأْ مَلَ غيرِ مَصْنوعٍ بِأَيْنٍ  

ولِْسَ بِنَمِ اُيُوسٍ وَهُُ ولٍ  .أبْ لِْسَ مِنْ وذِهِ الخلِقة
بَلْ بِنَمِ نَفْسِهِ َ خَلَ اَقناسَ مَر لً واحِنَلً فَوَجَنَ فِناًِّ 

مُ ثيرانٍ واُيُوسٍ ورَمَاُ  هِْ لَةٍ َنَهُ ِ نْ كانَ  َ  .أَبَنِي اً 
مْ لِتطِْيرِ الَ سَنِ* فَهَمْ  ُِ سُ سِينَ فَُِقنِ  يُرَشُّ هل  الْمُنَ  
بِاَحْرَى َ مُ المَسِكِ  الذب بالروحِ اَزَلِيِ  قَر بَ نفْسَهُ 
رُ ضَمائِرَُ مْ مِنَ اَهْمالِ الْمَيِ تَةِ   ِِ لِله بِلا هيْبٍ  يُطَ

.لِتَعْبُنُوا اللهَ    الْحَي 

THE GOSPEL (For Fifth Sunday of Lent) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according 

to St. Mark. (10:32-45) 

At that time, Jesus took His twelve 

Disciples, and began to tell them what was to 

happen to Him, saying, “Behold, we are going up 

to Jerusalem. And the Son of man will be 

delivered to the chief priests and the scribes, and 

they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him 

فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِش رَةِ القِديسِ مَرْقُسَ الإنْجيلِيِّ 
 (45-10 32) .البَشيرِ والتل يذِ الط هِر

رَ في ذلكَ الزمانِ   أخذَ يسْْْْْْْْوعُ الاميذَهُ الإثْنَي هَشَْْْْْْْْ
هُ  َِعْرِضُ لَْْْْْ مْ مْْْْْا سِْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ ُِ نَأَ يَقولُ لَ "وُوَذا نَحْنُ  .وابْتَْْْْْ

لَمُ  ل   ُِسْْْْْْ رِ سَْْْْْ لِمَ  وابْنُ البَشَْْْْْ صْْْْْاهِنونَ  ل  أورَشَْْْْْ



3 

 

to the Gentiles.  And they will mock Him, and 

scourge Him, and spit upon Him, and kill Him; 

and after three days He will rise.” And James and 

John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Him, 

and said to Him, “Teacher, we would that thou 

shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire” 

And Jesus said to them, “What do you want Me 

to do for you?” And they said to Him, “Grant us 

to sit, one at Thy right hand and one at Thy left, 

in Thy glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do 

not know what you are asking. Are you able to 

drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with 

the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they 

said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to 

them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and 

with the baptism with which I am baptized, you 

will be baptized. But to sit at My right hand or at 

My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those for 

whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten 

heard it, they began to be indignant at James and 

John. And Jesus called them to Him and said to 

them, “You know that those who are supposed to 

rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

great men exercise authority over them. But it 

shall not be so among you; but whoever would be 

great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever would be first among you must be 

servant of all. For the Son of man also came not 

to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a 

ransom for many.” 

هِ بْْالمَوْتِ  ةِ  فََِحْهُمونَ هَلَِْْْ ةِ والهَتَبَْْ نَْْ َِ رؤسْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْاِِّ الهَ
َُممِ  لِمونَهُ  ل  ا ِْهِ   .ويُسْْْْ قُونَ هَلَ زَأُونَ بهِ  ويَبْصُْْْ ِْ فَيَ

ِ  يَقومُ  هُ  وفي اليَوْمِ ال ْْالِْْ هُ  ويَقْتُلونَْْ نونَْْ نَنْْا .ويَْ لِْْ " فَْْ
 لِهِ يَعْقوبُ ويوحَن ا ابْنا زبَنَى قائِلَيْنِ: "يا مُعلِ مُ  نُرينُ 

مَا طَلَبْنا ِْ َِ لَنا مَ نَ ما: "ماذا اُرينانِ .أَنْ اَصْْْْْ ُِ " فقالَ لَ
َِ لَهُما:" قالا لَهُ: "أهَْطِنا أَنْ يَْ لِسَ أَحَنُنا أَنْ أَ  نَ صْْْْْْْْْْْْ

" فَقالَ .هَنْ يَمينِكَ والآخَرُ هَنْ يَسْْْْْْْْْْْْْْارِكَ في مَ نِكَ 
ما يَسوعُ: " ن هُما لا اَعْلَمانِ ما اَطْلُبانِ. أَاَسْتَطِعانِ  ُِ لَ
طَبِغا  رَبُِا أنا  وأَنْ اَصْْْْْْْْ رَبا الهَأْسَ التي أَشْْْْْْْْ أنْ اَشْْْْْْْْ

 التي أَصْطَبِغُ بِِا أنا:" فَقالا لَهُ: "نَسْتَطِِ". بالصِبْغَةِ 
ما يَسوعُ: "أم ا الهَأْسُ التي أَشْرَبُِا فَتَشْرَبانِِا   ُِ فَقالَ لَ
طَبِغانِ. وأَم ا  طَبِغُ بِِا فَتَصْْْْْْْْْْ بْغَةِ التي أَصْْْْْْْْْْ وبالصِْْْْْْْْْ
كُما هَنْ يَميني وَهَنْ يَسْْْْْْْْْْْْارب فَلَِْسَ لي أَنْ  جُلوسُْْْْْْْْْْْْ

مْ أهُْطَِِهُ  لا  لِلذ ُِ َِ العَشَرَلُ  ابْتَنَأُوا .ينَ أهُِن  لَ " فَلَم ا سَمِ
بُونَ هل  يَعْقوبَ ويوحن ا فَنَهاوُمْ يَسْْوعُ  وقالَ  .يَغْضَْْ

َُمَمِ  بونَ رُؤسْْْْْْْْْْْاَِّ ا مْ: "قَنْ هَلِمْتُمْ أَن  الذينَ يُحْسَْْْْْْْْْْْ ُِ لَ
مْ  ِِ ل طونَ هَلَيْ مْ  وهُظَماَِّوُمْ يَتَسَْْْْْْ ُِ  وأَم ا أَنْتُمْ  .يَسْْْْْْو ونَ

ذا ولَهِنْ مَنْ أَراَ  أَنْ يَهونَ فِكُمْ  .فَلا يَهونُ فِكُمْ وَهَْْ
ومَنْ أراَ  أَنْ يَهونَ فِكُمْ  .َ بيراً  فَلَِْهُنْ لَهُمْ خْْْاِ مْْْاً 
ِِ هَبْناً  لَ  فَلَِْهُنْ لِلَْ مِ رِ لَمْ يَأْتِ  .أَو  ف ن  ابْنَ البَشَْْْْْْْْْْْْْ

 فِناًِّ هَنْ كَ يرينَ".لُِِخْنَمَ بَلْ لَِِخْنِمَ  ولِيَبْذُلَ نَفْسَهُ 
 The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great continues as usual with the following variables. 

ST. BASIL LITURGY MEGALYNARION 

In thee rejoiceth, O full of grace, all creation: the 

angelic hosts, and the race of men, O hallowed 

Temple and noetic paradise, glory of Virgins, of 

whom God was incarnate and became a little 

child, even our God Who is before all the ages; 

for He made thy womb a throne, and thy body He 

رَحُ بِكِ يا مُمتَلِئَةً نِعمَةً: مَحافِلَ رِوا  اَفْ  ن  البَرايا بِأَسْْْْْْ 
ِكَلُ المُ  َِ ر. أَي تُِا ال تَقَنِ س  المَلائِهَةِ  وَأَجناسَ البَشَْْْْْْْْْْْْ

اطِقُ  فَخْ   ْْْ ةِ مَريَم  التي مِنْ والفِرَ وسُ الن  ْْْ ِْْْا رُ البَتولِِ
نا الذب قَبلَ  ُِ نَ الإلَهُ  وصْْْْْْْْْْْارَ طِفلًا  وَووَ  لَ اََ سْْْْْْْْْْْ 

ا  وَجَعَلَ بَطنَكِ  النُّوور. َِ مُسْْتَوَ هَكِ هَرشًْْ نَ َن هُ صَْْ َِ
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made more spacious than the heavens. In thee 

rejoiceth, O full of grace, all creation; and it 

glorifieth thee. 

ماوات. لِذَلِكَ يا مُمتَلِئَةً نِعمَةً  اَفرَحُ  أَرحَبَ مِنَ السْْْْْْْْْْْْْ 
نُكِ.  بِكِ كُلُّ البَرايا وَاُمَ ِ 

THE DISMISSAL 

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ 

our true God, through the intercessions of His all-

immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the 

might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by 

the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers 

of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, 

glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of 

the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of 

our father among the saints, Basil the Great, 

archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, whose 

Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the 

holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our 

venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., 

the patron and protector of this holy community; 

of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, 

Joachim and Anna; of our Righteous Mother 

Mary of Egypt; of the Venerable John, disciple 

of Gregory of Decapolis; Venerable Euthymios 

and Athanasios of Aegina; Cosmas the 

Confessor, bishop of Chalcedon; New-martyr 

John of Epiros; and Venerable Euthymios, 

enlightener of Karelia, whose memory we 

celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy 

on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and 

loveth mankind. 

نا الحَقِقي  يا مَنْ  الك هن  ُِ قامَ مِن  أيُِا المَسِْْْْْكُ  ل
فاهاتِ أُمِ كَ الهُلِ ِ ةِ الطَِارَلِ والبَريئَة  بينِ اَمواتِ  بِشَْْ

بٍ  لِ  هَيْْْ ليْْبِ الهَريمِ المُحْيي  مِنْ كُْْ نْرلِ الصَْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ  وبقُْْ
ةِ  مَْْْْ ةِ المُهَر  مْْْْاوِيْْْْ  ةِ وبِطِلْبْْْْاتِ القُو اتِ السَْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ العْْْْاِ مَْْْْ

ا  اَجْسْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْاِ   والنَبِيِ  الهَريمِ السْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْابِقِ المَ يْنِ يوحَن 
لِ الَ نيرينَ  ر فينَ الرُّسُْْْْْْْ ينَ المُشَْْْْْْْ المَعْمَنان  والقنيسِْْْْْْْ 

ينَ ب سمميليوَ  نيك  بِكُلِ  مَ  يْسممِ وَأبِينَ  الجَلِيلِ فِي الْقِدِّ
رِيَّةِ ودَب اودي  د ِ ِ  رَئيسِ أسممممَ قَِ ةِ ا ،الكَبيرِ   لقَيْصممممَ

ناَِّ  ؛هَذِهِ الخِدْمَةِ الشَريَ ة َِ يسينَ المَ ينيِنَ الشُّ والقِن 
حينَ با   ؛المُتَأَلِ قينَ بالظَفَرِ   وآبائِنا اَبْرارِ المُتَوَشِْْْْْْْْْْْْ 

ِِ   ةفُلان  )فُلان )ْْْْْْة  والقن يس ِْ   )ْْْْْْة وَحامي )ْْْْْْة شَفِ
سْْْْْة يقَيْنَ يوا ِمَ وذَِهِ الر عِِ ةِ المقَُن  يْنِ الصْْْْْن  يسَْْْْْ   والقِن 
بْ المَسِْْْْْْْْكِ   مَرْيَمَ  ن  الب رَّةِ أُمِّ  وَ ذْك رِ   الإلهوحن ةَ جَن 

ة رِيممَّ ديسِ حونَنممَّ ، ِ لْ يممذِ رْريَوريوَ   ؛الِ صمممممممممْ القممِ
الب ني سممممممممي؛ إفْتي يوَ  وأََن سمممممممميوَ  اللذَحْنِ مِنْ 

ِْ دَلْقيدوني ؛ الشممممممَ يدِ  إحين ؛ قُزم  الُ عْتَرِفِ  قُ أُسممممممْ
دحممممدِ حونَنممممَّ  الممممذف مِنْ إبيرو ؛ إفْتي يوَ   الجممممَ

ي ، العج ئِبيِّ  ذْ ْْارَوُمُ  مُنيرِ د ريل   اليَوْم الْْذينَ نُقِمُ اَْْ
يسِْْْْْْك ِِ قِن  نا بِما أن كَ صْْْْْْالِكْ    وجَمِ رْحَمنا وخَلِ صْْْْْْْ
 ومُحِبٌّ لِلْبَشَر.

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, 

Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and 

save us. 

يسْْينَ  أيُِّا الر بُّ يَسْْوعُ  الك هن  لَواتِ آبائِنا القِن  بِصَْْ
نا  ارْحَمْنا وخَلِ صْنا. ُِ  المَسِكُ  ل

Choir: Amen.  آمين. الجوق 
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Selfless Service Over Self-Centered Desire: Homily for the 5th Sunday 
of Lent in the Orthodox Church Fr. Philip LeMasters 

 

Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 10:32-45 

            Human beings have an amazing capacity to miss the point, to become blind to 

truths that should be obvious.  We often do that because we become so preoccupied and 

distracted with our own agendas and desires that we ignore everything else.  That is 

especially the case when the truth goes strongly against our inclinations by telling us what 

we do not want to hear. 

That is what James and John did when they asked for choice positions of honor right after 

Jesus Christ had told them that He was to suffer, die, and rise from the dead.  They were 

apparently so consumed by their desires for prominence and power that they refused to 

hear the Lord saying that He was nothing like an earthly king.  They boasted of being 

prepared to follow the Savior without having any idea of what that would mean.  He 

responded by making clear that the path to true greatness was to follow His way of selfless 

service.  “For the Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life 

as a ransom for many.” 

As we begin the last week of Lent, it should be clear to us all that we have not earned a 

place of honor in God’s reign.  If we have practiced the spiritual disciplines of Lent with 

any integrity and honesty, we will know primarily our own weakness and brokenness.  By 

revealing how easily we are distracted and how enslaved we are to our self-centered 

desires and habits, they show us that we cannot heal our own souls.  And if we have not 

devoted ourselves to prayer, fasting, and almsgiving at all in the previous weeks of Lent, 

we should confess that in humility and thus gain a greater awareness that we stand in 

constant need of the Lord’s gracious mercy. “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy 

on me, a sinner.” 

Regardless of how we have approached Lent so far, we must not become paralyzed with a 

sense of obsessive guilt for not living up to a standard of perfection, for not making 
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ourselves worthy of the mercy of Christ.  To do so is simply a form of self-centered pride, 

for it is impossible to earn grace as a reward for good behavior.  Becoming great among 

the Lord’s servants means laying down our lives for others, lowering ourselves by placing 

the needs and interests of others before our own.  That is the opposite of a self-centered 

obsession to prove that we are worthy of anything. 

Today we remember St. Mary of Egypt, who had lived a grossly immoral life, but then 

gave herself up in repentance for decades in the desert, where she became a remarkably 

holy saint.  Instead of continuing to gratify her addiction to sexual pleasure, she died to 

self by rejecting everything that was a hindrance to the healing of her soul through 

incredibly rigorous repentance for the rest of her long life.  She knew that such disciplines 

did not somehow put God in her debt, but were ways of opening herself to receive the 

gracious healing of the Lord, which we never deserve. 

St. Mary of Egypt was not like James and John in trying to use the Savior to get what she 

wanted.  Instead, she freely obeyed a divine command to turn away from fulfilling her 

obsessive desires by uniting herself to the One Who offered His life as a ransom to free us 

all from slavery to sin and death.  Our Lord’s disciples ultimately found victory over their 

passions in different ways, for they had to learn that greatness in the Kingdom comes 

through selfless service to the point of suffering and death, not by yearning after what the 

world calls power and success. 

In the remaining days of Lent, we all have the opportunity to embrace our Lord’s way of 

selfless service in relation to those we encounter on a regular basis in our families, in our 

parish, at work, at school, and in our larger communities.  We all have the opportunity to 

confess how we have enslaved ourselves to self-centered desires and then to take the steps 

we can to turn away from them.  We all have the opportunity to fill our minds with holy 

things and give less attention to whatever fuels our unholy passions.   We all have the 

opportunity to follow the example of St. Mary of Egypt in doing what it takes to find the 

healing of our souls.  If our Lord could make a great saint out of her, then how can anyone 

remain paralyzed in guilt?   Our great High Priest offered Himself on the Cross and rose 

in glory on the third day in order to save sinners, to restore all who bear His image and 

likeness.  Thanks be to God, that includes even people as broken as you and me. In the 

coming week, let us open the eyes of our souls to this glorious truth through selfless 

service, humble prayer, and genuine repentance. 

 


