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ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY 
DAY                   NAME OF THE DEPARTED              ANNIVERSARY  

 
 8    Adma Kassis      13 
 10    Adrinee Terzian     4 
 10    Fouad Elias Qubti     27 
 10    Zaki Michael Nassar     24 
 11    Gregoire Papadopoulos    35 
 11    Adele Shaker      21 
 11    Robert Khoury     19 
 13    Edward Aziz      54 
 13    Jean Kathleen Chacra    35 
 13    Wadie Wakileh     41 
 

• Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar, 
Valentine, George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Samer, Irene, Nadia, Mona, Christine and Toni, 
George, Jacqueline and Helena.  If you have any names of people who need prayers, email them to 
father. 

 
• One-year memorial for Peter Abdo offered by his brother Elias Abdo and his family.  May his 

memory be eternal. 

• We look forward to welcoming you back to church! Due to capacity restrictions for gatherings (15% 
capacity) in Ontario, we invite you to register for seats for Sunday’s liturgies through the Eventbrite 
invites emailed to you on a weekly basis.  

Please note that one ticket is required per person. Families from the same household should book tickets 
for each individual.  

Additional Information: 

1- Please follow the direction provided by ushers for seating 

2- Please check-in before entering the church premises, A check-in table is available at the entrance. 

3- For the safety of all parishioners and yours, it is mandatory to abide by the rules: 

A- Wear a mask 

B- Sanitize your hands at the entrance 

C- Maintain 6FT distance 

D- No socializing at the entrance. 



2 
 

Please note that every reasonable precaution has been and will continue to be taken by St. George 
Church to protect your health and safety. 

Please do not enter the church if you have a temperature, feel ill or have been in contact with a COVID-
19 positive individual over the past two weeks. 

God Bless! 

St. George Parish Council 

 

• 2021 Graduates: If you child is graduating high school or university, please send Amanda Qaqish 
directly his/her information with a picture. We need/her his name, school graduating from, degree and 
what will he/she be studying at the university. Email all information 
to orthodoxchristianeducation@gmail.com.  

• Engaged couples getting together Tuesday June 22nd at 7 PM.  
• If you have boxes with your sacrifice during Lent for Food for Hungry People, please, write a check to 

St. George and put in the memo Food for Hungry people. Please, don't bring the box with change in 
it, just write one check for that purpose or e-transfer. May God bless you.  

 
June Schedule of Services: 
 

• Soul Saturday June 19th at 10 AM Divine Liturgy. 
• Pentecost Sunday June 20th followed by the kneeling service.  
• Birth of St. John the Baptist, Divine Liturgy on Wednesday June 23rd at 7 PM.  
• Feast of St. Peter and Paul: June 29th Orthros at 6:30 PM followed by the Divine Liturgy.  

 
• Scholarships:  Scholarship funds made available to students attending of college and university from 

our parish.  Prospective applicants must be active in the life of the church.  Applications are available at 
the church office.  Deadline for acceptance is August 15, 2021.  The following is a list of available 
scholarship funds: 

 
ALEXANDER & ROSE YOUNES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
ISSA KHOURY SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
FOUAD EL-HAGE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
ORTANSE EL-HAGE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
SALIM ELIAS ZABANA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
RAMI & JOANIE YOUNES SCHOLARSHIP which will donate $1,000 a year to a deserving 
student. 

 
• Our annual Sunday School graduation will be held in church if we are allowed by public health 

guidelines, otherwise it will be outside as a drive thru/walk thru ceremony. All students and their 
families are welcome to come and pick up their graduation gift and certificate.  

 
Graduation will be held on SUNDAY JUNE 27, 2021 AT 12:00pm Outside in the church parking lot 
after liturgy.  
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All of our Sunday school students JK - OTT2 are welcome! 
 

Please come dressed to take a picture with Abuna 
 

• The Sunday School needs teachers for September. If you would like to volunteer, please contact 
Amanda Qaqish. orthodoxchristianeducation@gmail.com 

 
• Sunday School registration for next year will be open late August, more details to follow. If you have 

any questions, please contact Amanda Qaqish orthodoxchristianeducation@gmail.com 
 

 
• PLEDGE FORM 2021:  Please fill your pledge form if you have not done so as to allow us to budget 

for this year.  Please see attached form. 
 

• Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church 
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate 

• “e-transfer”  info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org Account Name: St. George Church  
• PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to:  St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave, 

Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9    
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice. 
(Psalm 112:5) 

• Bookstore:  New icons have just arrived in our bookstore. The Bookstore is located in the church’s 
basement.  Icons are great gifts for newborn, new home, your car or your children, and Christmas 
gifts.  Please see Colette El-Hajj or Odette Boutros to see these new icons. 

 
• Please, don't forget to send your sacrificial giving to your church of St. George via e-transfer, or 

you can still bring your envelope with you and place it in the box by the candles. Your sacrificial 
giving (financial donation/support) will keep our doors open.  
 

• Canned Food Drive: please bring non-perishable canned food to donate to the needy and place them in 
the box outside in the Narthex.  
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Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, June 13, 2021 
Tone 6 / Eothinon 10 

Sunday of the After-feast of the Ascension 
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

Martyr Aquilina of Byblos in Syria; Antipater, bishop of Bostra in Arabia; 
Triphyllios, bishop of Nicosia in Cyprus 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one for the head of 
state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop 
John, and for their quick release from 
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

اس: ــــــــ ان  ال َ وال لُ ل ب و ْ ِ ْ أجلِ ال مِ
بِّ  ، إلى الَّ ِ ْ َ ا ســــالِ دَتِهِ ْ ا وعَ ِهِ ِّ أســــْ ا وفَ ح ی

. ْلُ  نَ
THE FIRST ANTIPHON 

O clap your hands, all ye peoples; shout unto God 
with the voice of exultation. 
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 
For the Lord Most High is terrible; He is a great 
King over all the earth. He hath subdued the 
peoples under us, and the nations under our feet. 
(Refrain) 
Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

ا ِالأَادِ ِ مَ ع الأُ َا جَ  ِ لِّ هَ  ،صَفّقُ ا   َاتِ أصْ  لُ
 هَاج.الاِبْ 

ا. ،ةِ الإلهِ َ فاعاتِ والِ َ ِ : اللازمة  ْ ُ خَلِّ َلِّ  ا مُ
بْ عَالٍ وَمَ َ لأن الَّبَّ مُ  ٌ ٌ عَ وَملِ  ،هُ َا نْ عَلَى الُّ  ِ

ُّ َ خْ ها. أَ ِ أَسْ ِ  بَ عَ ال امِ قْ أَ  َ ْ َ تَ مَ لَا وَالأُ  عُ َا. َ
 (اللازمة)

ُ ...... الآنَ.......  ْ َ  (اللازمة)ال
THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the 
city of our God, in His holy mountain. 
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who didst rise 
from us in glory to the heavens; who sing to Thee. 
Alleluia. 
God is known in her palaces when He cometh to 
our aid. (Refrain) 
For lo, the kings of the earth were assembled; 
they came together. (Refrain) 
Glory… Both now… O only begotten Son and 
Word of God… 

ٌ هُ عَ  یَةِ َّحٌ جِ َ الَّبُّ وَمُ  َ ِ علَى  ،َالهِ  إِ اً في مِ
 ه. سِ ْ قُ  لِ َ جَ 

َ  اللازمة: ا ابْ ا  ْ ْ خَلِّ ا مَ َ عَ  اللهِ  َ ّ صَعِ ٍ ْ ا ِ
َ. ،اواتالى الَّ  لَ لَ تَِّ ُ  ا.ل لِ هَ  لِ
وفٌ عْ اللهُ مَ  رِ في قُ  ُ ُ نَ  هُ نَّ ها ِأَ ُ  (اللازمة) ها. ِ
كإِ هَـــا  ا وَأَ َ َ ِ اجْ ـــقَ  ضِ الأرْ  نَّ ملُـــ ا مَ َ قْ عُــــ عـــاً. لُـــ

 (اللازمة)
 َ َ  ....الآنَ ...... ُ ْ ال ح َ ال ةَ اللهِ الإب َلِ  ...ا 

THE THIRD ANTIPHON 
Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye 
inhabitants of the earth. My mouth shall speak of 
wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be 
of understanding. I will incline mine ear to a 

ا هَا َ إســــْ  ُ عُ ا َا ســــُ أَصــــْ  ،ِ مَ لَّ الأُ َا   ضِ رْ الأَ  انَ ّ غ
ْ  ُ لَّ َ َ ِي یَ إنَّ فَ  .عَِ جْ أَ  ِ ال  هَجُ لْ ي یَ لْ وَقَ  ،ةِ ـــــــَ ـــــــِ
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parable; I will open my dark saying upon the 
harp. 

لُ ِالفَهْ  غَازَِ علَى لْ أَ  فُ ِ كْ وَأَ  ،ني إلى الأمَالذُ أُ  . أُمِ
َار.  القِ

x During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the Ascension. 

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY SUNDAYS 
Come, let us worship and fall down before 
Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen 
from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

ا  ا  ــْ ا، خَلِّ ا ولهِ ِ حِ مَلِ ــ َ كَعْ لِلْ ْ ْ ونَ ُ ــْ ا لَِ ُّ هلُ
ات  ِ الأمْ ْ بَْ ْ قــــامَ مِ ــــا مَ َ الله،  لَ ابْ تــــِّ  :لــــَ لَُِ

 ا.هَلِل 
x Now sing these apolytikia in the following order. 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy 
sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy 
revered tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep 
guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades 
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst 
meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, 
O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, 
glory to Thee. 

 ، قَّ َ ُ ِكَ الْ وا على قَْ هَ َ ةِ  ـــــــَّ ِ َلائِ إنَّ القُّاتِ ال
 ِ َ القَْ ْ عِْ َ وَقَفَ َ اتِ، ومَْ الأمْ ّاسَ صــــــــاروا  ُ وال

 َ َْ ـــــــَ ، فَ اهَِ كَ ال َ ـــــــَ َّبْ الَِةً جَ َ ْ تُ َ ولَ َ ال
 ْ ْ قامَ مِ ا مَ اة.  اً ال لَ مانِ َ الَ مِْها، وصادَفْ

. َ ُ لَ ْ َ ا ربُّ ال اتِ،  ِ الأمْ  ب

APOLYTIKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE FOUR 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, 
and gladdened Thy Disciples with the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, making them confident through 
the blessing that Thou art the Son of God, and 
Deliverer of the world. 

 َ حْ ا، وَفََّ حُ إلهُ ــــــــــــــ َ ٍ أیُّها ال ْ َ تَ ِ عِْ قَْ صــــــــــــــَ لَ
كَةِ  الََ ا ِ سِ، إذْ أْقَ وحِ القُُ عِِ الُّ ْ َ َكَ ِ َ  تَلام أنَّ

. ُ العالَ ْقِ ُ ُ اللهِ، ال َ ابْ  أنْ
APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT 

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise 
Who didst establish our holy Fathers as luminous 
stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us 
unto the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory 
to Thee. 

 َ ْ ْ أسَّ ا مَ ح،  ْ ُ الَّ ا الفائِ حُ إلهُ َ َ أیُّها ال أنْ
 ْ َ لامِعَة، وِهِ اكِ َ َ على الأرْضِ  ـــــــــــــ ِّ اءَنا القِ آ
ـــــلَ  ـــــا جَ قيّ،  َ ـــــانِ ال عـــــاً إلى الإ ـــــا ج َ یْ َ هـــــَ

. َ ُ لَ ْ َ َةِ، ال  الَّحْ
x Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

KONTAKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE SIX 
When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our 
sakes, uniting the terrestrials with the celestials, 
Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, 
inseparable in space, but constant without 
separation, and crying unto Thy beloved: I am 
with you, and no one shall be against you. 

ا اكْ  ــَّ ــْ ل ــَْ ل َ الــ مِ َ ال ــا،جْ أَ  ْ ب َ وجَعَل ــْ لِ ی َ الــ
ِ على الأرْ  ــــــــَ ضِ مَُّ ال  َ ٍ ْ َ تَ ِ عِْ صــــــــَ ، اوِّی

َ  أیُّها ا،ال حُ إلهُ َ مُ  ــ لٍ مِ ْ غ ــِ اً ثابِ  لْ بَ  انٍ،مَ  ْ فَ
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َ أَحِ فــاً  ــِاقٍ وهــاتِ ِ ِ افْ ْ غَ ِ  ائــِ ُْ أنــا مَ  :ــَّ َ أحــٌ  ،عَ ول
 .لَ عَ 

THE EPISTLE (Sunday of the Holy Fathers) 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our 

Fathers. For Thou art just in all Thou hast done 
to us. 

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy 
Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36) 

In those days, Paul was determined to sail past 
Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time 
in Asia; for he was hastening, if possible, to be at 
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. And from 
Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the 
priests of the church. And when they came to 
him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves 
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you bishops, to shepherd the church of the 
Lord and God, which He purchased with His own 
blood.  For I know that after my departure 
ravenous wolves will enter among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among your own 
selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. Therefore, 
remain watchful, remembering that for three 
years I did not cease to admonish every one, 
night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I 
commend you to God and to the word of His 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give 
you the inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or 
apparel. You yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities, and to those who 
were with me. In all things I have shown you that 
by such laboring we ought to help the weak, and 
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
He Himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.’” And when he had spoken thus, he 
knelt down on his knees with them all, and 
prayed. 

اارَ مُ   َ ا لهُ بُّ إرَ  كٌ أن ائِ  .أ
ُلِّ ما صَ  ْلٌ في  َ عَ اََ فإنَّ َ بِ  .عْ

لٌ مِ  ْ أَ  ْ ف َ الأ سُلِ القِِّ الِ الُ  .هارع
َ الأَّ  ُ أنْ تَ ارْ  ،امِ في تل لُ َ في فَ اوَزَ أَ َ یَ  أَ ب ُ

ئَ في آسِ  ِضَ لَهُ أنْ عْ ِ لَِلاَّ َ ْ الَ  ِ انَ ة. لأنَّ یُْ هُ 
نَ فيعْ َ  لُ حَّى  مَ العَ  َ َ یْ َهُ أورَشل َ َةِ إِنْ أمْ َ ْ. 

َ إلى أَفَ  َ َعَ ُ ل ْ مِ ِ َ فَ سَ َ فاسْ  ،ُ عى قُ ْ
 َ ا إلَ  .ةال َّا وَصَلُ ْ احْ  :هِ قالَ لَهُْ ْ فَلَ ُ ِ َرُوا لأنفُ
وحُ َ ولِ  ُ ال ُ ي أقامَ ةِ ال ها أساقِ القُ  عِ الَّ سُ ف  ،ةً فَ ُ

ا ُ ه مِهِ فإنِّي أعْلَ ََاها بَِ ي اقْ ةَ اللهِ ال ا  َْعَْ  ،لِ
ُ َ َ سَ  أنَّهُ  َ خُلُ ب ُ عَ ذَهابي ذِ ْ فِ ْ فَةٌ لا تُ ِ ئابٌ خا

ُ أنْ ْ ة ومِ َّ ِ على الَ  ُ ْ ُ ِ مُ رِ َ سَ  فُ نَ ق ُ َلَّ َ جالٌ یَ
ةٍ لِ أُ ِ  َ رٍ مُلْ َ وراءَ َ ْ َ مُ لام ا ال بُ واِ َ اسْهَُ لِ  ،هُ ل

ةَ ثَ  َ أنّي مَُّ َّكِ ْ  لاثِ مَُ َ لَ  هاراً أنْ لاً ونَ ْ فُفْ لَ كْ أَ سِ
مُُعٍ والآنَ  ُلَّ واحٍِ ب حَ  َ ُْ ْ َ سْ أ أنْ  ،تيَ ا إخْ  ،دِعُ

ُْ ْ تَ  ةَ أنْ رَ ِهِ القادِ َ عْ ةَ نِ َ لِ اللهَ وَ  اثاً مَ َ ْ وتَ  َ ْ م ُ  عَ َ
عِ  ْ أَ  .القج َّ شْ إنِّي لَ اسَ َ أو لِ هَ ةَ أو ذَ َهِ فِ

َ معِي لَ عْ تَ  ْ وأنُ  .أَحٍَ  ی نَ أنَّ حاجاتِي وحاجاتِ ال
ْها هاتانِ الَ  مَ ْ أنَّهُ  .انِ خََ ُ ُ ل ُلِّ شيءٍ بََّْ في 

ُّ نَ  غي أنْ َ ْ ا یَ َ هَ  اعَِ ال َ لُِ َ  ،عفاءَ ْعَ َكَّ وأنْ ن
عَ. فإنَّهُ قالَ الَّ كلامَ  ٌ غْ مَ  َ اءَ هُ إنَّ العَ  :بِّ 

ا .ِ خْ الأَ  َ أكََ مِ  ّا قالَ ه  عَ َْهِ مَ َ كْ جََا على رُ  ،ولَ
  لَّى.وصَ  عِهِْ جَ 
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THE GOSPEL (Sunday of the Holy Fathers) 
The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to 

Saint John. (17:1-13) 
At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven 
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Thy 
Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou 
hast given Him power over all flesh, to give 
eternal life to all whom Thou hast given Him. 
And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast 
sent. I glorified Thee on earth, having 
accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me to 
do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own 
presence with the glory which I had with Thee 
before the world was made. I have manifested 
Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out 
of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest 
them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now 
they know that everything that Thou hast given 
Me is from Thee; for I have given them the words 
which Thou gavest Me, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from Thee; 
and they have believed that Thou didst send Me. 
I am praying for them; I am not praying for the 
world but for those whom Thou hast given Me, 
for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine 
are Mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I 
am no more in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to Thee. Holy Father, 
keep them in Thy Name, which Thou hast given 
Me, that they may be one, even as We are one. 
While I was with them, I kept them in Thy Name, 
which Thou have given Me; I have guarded them, 
and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, 
that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am 
coming to Thee; and these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in 
themselves.” 

ٌ مِ ْ فَ  حَ  ِ القّ  ةِ ارَ ِ  ْ لٌ ش ليِّ ا الإ ی ن
اه ِ الَ  ِ ال ل  .وال
مانِ  َ ال اءِ وقالَ  ،في ذل َّ هِ إلى ال َ عُ ع  :رَفَعَ 

اعَةتَ أَ  ْ ِ قَ ا أبَ  َ  ،ِ ال كَ ابُ َ ِّ َ َ لُِ ِ ابَ ِّ مَ
اً  ٍ لُعْ َهُ سُلْ ْ َ ا أعْ  .أ َ لِّ َ ُ ُلَّ ِ اناً على  يَ 
 ْ اةُ الأبَ هِ  هِ ِ وهَ  .َّةً ِ اةً أبَ هُ حَ َهُ لَ ْ َ عْ أَ  مَ  ،ةُ َّ ِ ي ال

َ  نْ أَ  َ الإلهَ ال كَ أن كَ عِفُ َهُ لْ سَ رْ وال أَ  ،قيَّ وحَ
حَ عَ  ْ مَ  ْ أنا قَ  .ال َّ َ ُ ْ َ تْ أَ  ْ على الأرضِ. قَ  تُ

َلَ ال أَ  لَهُ ْ َ عْ العَ َ ي لأعْ ْ والآنَ مَ  .َ ا ني أنْ ِّ  َ
ِ عِ  َ َ ْ أَبَ ال انَ لي عِ ْ كَ  َ ْ ِ ال  لِ  ْ قَْ كَ مِ نِ ْ َ
َ لِ ُ اسْ ْ لَ عْ أَ  ْ قَ  .العالَِ  َ أَ لْ َ ی َ  َهُْ ْ َ عْ اسِ ال لي مِ

ِ. هُ  ا لَ  ْ العالَ َ أَ  ،َ ان ا  ،لي َهُْ ْ َ عْ وأن ُ ْ حَفِ وقَ
 َ ُلَّ ما أعْ  ْ والآنَ قَ  .كَلامَ ا أنَّ  ُ َهُ لي هَُ ْ َ عَلِ

 َ َ  لأنَّ  .مِْ . وهُ هُ ُهُ لَ ْ َ عْ َهُ لي أَ ْ َ عْ لامَ ال أَ ال
ا حَ  ُ ا وَعَلِ ُ ي مِْ قاً أنّ قَِلُ َ أَ  ،َ خََجْ ا أنَّ ي لْ سَ رْ وآمَ َ

ْ أجْلِهِ أسْ  ْ أجْ أَ لُ. لا أسْ أَ أنا مِ ْ  بلْ  ،ِ لِ العالَ لُ مِ مِ
َهُْ  َ َ أعْ ی َ  لي، أجلِ ال َ ءٍ لي هُ يْ ُلُّ شَ  .لأنَّهُ ل

 َ َ هُ وُلُّ شَيْ  ،لَ هِ ْ وأنا قَ  ،َ ليءٍ لَ تُ فِ ِّ  .مُ
لاءِ هُْ ، ُ في العالِ عْ ُ أنا َ ْ ولَ  وأنا  ِ،في العالَ  وه

. أیُّها الآبُ القُُّوسُ احْ ْ آتي إلَ  هُْ َ َ اسْ  فَ ِ،  َ ی ال
ا واحِ َ لِ  ،لي َهُْ ْ َ أعْ  ا نَ ن َ ُ  .ُ ْ اً  ُ ْ ح
ُهُْ ُ أحْ ْ ُ  ،عَهُ في العَالِ مَ  َ اسْ  فَ ی . إنَّ ال َ ِ
ْ  ْ لي قَ  َهُْ ْ َ أعْ  ْ مِْ  ْ ولَ  ،ُهُْ حَفِ ُ ٌ إلاَّ ابْ أحَ  هُْ یَهلِ
ِ  ،لاكِ الهَ  َّ ال . وأنا ْ ي آتي إلَ أمَّا الآنَ فإنّ  .ابُ لَِِ َ
ُ بِ أتَ  ِ لِ َلَّ ا في العَال هِ َ ه امِلاً ف  .نَ فََحي 

x Megalynarion: “It is Truly Meet”; Koinonikon (Communion Hymn): “Praise ye the Lord.” 
x Instead of singing “We have seen the true light”, sing the Apolytikion of the Ascension. 
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THE DISMISSAL 
Priest: May He Who ascended in glory into 
Heaven, and sat at the right hand of God the 
Father for our salvation, and rose from the 
dead, Christ our true God, through the 
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother; by the might of the 
Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection 
of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at 
the supplication of the honorable, glorious 
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the 
holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our 
father among the saints, John Chrysostom, 
archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine 
Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, 
glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our 
venerable and God-bearing Fathers—especially 
the 318 of the First Ecumenical Council in 
Nicaea whom we commemorate today—of 
Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy 
community; of the holy and righteous ancestors 
of God, Joachim and Anna; of the Martyr 
Aquilina of Byblos in Syria; Antipater, bishop 
of Bostra in Arabia; and Triphyllios, bishop of 
Leucosia (Nicosia) in Cyprus, whose memory 
we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have 
mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is 
good and loveth mankind. 

: اه قي،  ال َ ا ال حُ إلهُ ــــــــ َ عَِ أیُّها ال ْ صـــــَ ا مَ
ِ الآبِ لأجلِ  َ ْ َ عَ اءِ وجَلَ َّ ٍ إلى ال َ عَّا 

ا اتِ،و  ،خَلاصــــــِ ِ الأم َ  قامَ مِ ب فاعاتِ أُمِّ ــــــــــَ ِ
؛ ٍ لِّ عَْ ُ  ْ َة مِ َهارَةِ والَ ُلَِّّةِ ال رةِ  ال قُْ ِ و ل َ ال

ي؛ ْ ُ ِ ال َ مَةِ  ال َّ َ ُ اوَِّةِ ال ــــــــــَ اتِ القُّاتِ ال لْ ِ وِ
حَّا  ِ ی َ ِ ال ابِ ِ ال َ ادِ؛ والَِيِّ ال العادِمَةِ الأجْ
ُلِّ  ِ َ ی َ سُلِ ال َ الُّ ف َّ َ ُ َ ال ِّ ان؛ والق َ َعْ ال

لِ فِي الْقِِّْ  لِ َ َا ال ح؛ وَأبِ ْ مَ َهَِيُّ الْفَ حََّا الْ َ یُْ ــــــِ
َّة، ــــــــــــــ اقِفَةِ الْق ِ أســــــــــــــَ مَةِ  رَئ ْ ِ هِ ال ُ هَِ كاتِ

 َ َأَلِّق ُ اءَ ال هَ ــــــــُّ َ ال یِ َ َ ال ــــــــ فَة، والقِّ ــــــــَ ال
 ِ َفَ ؛ ؛ال ا  َ شــــــــــــــِّ ََ ُ ارِ ال ا الأبْ ائِ ا  -وآ ائِ وآ

 َ ِ ــ القِ َ  318الـ لمِ نِيِّ الأَوَّ ْ َ َعِ ال ْ َ في  ال
ة مَ ن ْ ُ الَ كارَهُ ْ ُ تَ َ نُ ی ـــــــــــــــة)  -؛، ال ّ (ـ والق

عِْ (فُلان، فُلانة)  ــــــــــة) شَِ ــــــــــة) وَحامي(ـ َّةِ  (ـ ِ هِ الَّ هَِ
ســة؛ قََُّ حِ الإلهِ، و  ال ــ ِ جََّ ال قَْ ِّ ــ ِ ال ْ ــَ ِّ القِ

َ وحَّة اك ة؛ ی ه َّ لِ  وال ة اأَك لِ ْ َ ُ ا، ْ مِ  ال ر  سُ
اتِ فِ أُ  وأَنِْ ُ ــــْ  ســــْ ةِ، في ُ س العََ لُِ فِ ِ  وتْ
 ُ ا فِ أُســـــــْ ســـــــِ قُ ص، في نِ ُ  قُْ ْكارَهُ ُ تَ َ نُ ی ال
مَ  َ  ،الَْ ا أنَّ ا ِ ـــــــــــْ ا وخَلِّ ، ارْحَ َ ـــــــــــ عِ قِّ وجَ

. َ ٌّ لِلَْ ِ  صالِحٌ ومُ
Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, 
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us 
and save us. 

اه عُ  :ال ــــ ، أیُّها الَّبُّ َ َ ــــ ا القِّ ائِ اتِ آ لَ ــــَ ِ
ا. ْ ا وخَلِّ ْ ا، ارْحَ حُ إلهُ َ  ال

Choir: Amen. :قة . ال  آم
These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese 

Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The 
Octoechos, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, 
and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single 
copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery. 
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Ascending with Wounds into Heavenly Glory: Homily for the Sunday 
After the Ascension in the Orthodox Church  Fr. Philip LeMasters 

 

John 17:1-13 

            With all the problems in the world today, as well as the challenges in our own lives 
and families, it is tempting to lose hope.  It is easy to think that the best we can do is 
simply to cope with the difficulties that we face from day to day.  We may think that there 
is no alternative to living in terms of whatever helps us make it through the day in the 
world as we know it. 

During this season of the Ascension, the Church calls us to an entirely different way of 
responding to our persistent challenges.  Our Savior did not only conquer death through 
His glorious resurrection, He also ascended into heaven with a glorified body that still 
bore the wounds of the crucifixion.  Now He sits at the right hand of the Father in eternal 
glory as the God-Man in Whom the very causes of our corruption are healed.  The 
Ascension fulfills our original vocation as human beings to become like God in holiness. 
Even as we are baptized into His death and rise up with Him into eternal life, Christ calls 
us to ascend with Him into the Kingdom of Heaven.  He makes us participants by grace in 
the blessed communion shared by the Holy Trinity. 

That is not only a future hope, but also a present reality for the members of Christ’s Body, 
the Church, whom He nourishes with His own Body and Blood in the Eucharist.  In every 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy, we enter mystically into the heavenly banquet, the 
wedding feast of the Lamb.  When we unite ourselves to our Lord’s great Self-Offering, we 
offer ourselves as participants in His complete restoration of the human being and of the 
creation itself.  We offer not only bread and wine in the Liturgy, but ourselves and every 
dimension of our lives in the world for fulfillment as we share personally in His eternal 
life.  Because our Lord has ascended in glory as a complete human being Who is also 
divine, we may participate even now in such profound blessedness.  That is His will for 
each and every one of us. 
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In order to do that, we must ascend with the Lord Who conquered death, “the wages of 
sin,” and brought even the wounds of crucifixion with Him as He sat down at the right 
hand of the Father in eternal glory. Instead of using our wounds, or those of our society 
and world, as reasons to think that God is cruel, irrelevant, or does not even exist, we 
must see the Ascension as a clear sign that death, destruction, and decay will not have the 
last word.  They do not shut us off from the blessedness that transcends what this world 
provides on its own terms.  Instead, it is in the midst of our deepest pains that we know 
the brokenness of our lives and relationships and find the strength to offer ourselves more 
fully to the Lord as we actually are in this world of corruption. 

As long as we fool ourselves into thinking that all is well when we live according to our 
passions and familiar self-centered desires and habits, we will not be able to ascend with 
Christ.  For it is always the case that we must die to sin in order to rise up in holiness, that 
we must humbly repent in order to receive our Lord’s gracious healing.  He ascended after 
rising from the tomb, and we will ascend with Him when we share in the glory of His 
resurrection by turning away from the corrupting effects of sin and death.  If we remain 
wedded to them, we will remain captive to the distorted ways of the first Adam, the ways 
of this fallen world.  But if we die to them by uniting ourselves to our Lord in His journey 
from the cross to the heights of heaven, we will participate already in eternal blessedness 
even as we walk on this earth. 

As the 318 Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea knew, only One Who is truly 
God is able to raise us up from captivity to this world of death into heavenly glory.  If 
Christ were merely a creature, He could never make us participants in the eternal life of 
God.  If He were not truly divine, His Body, the Church, would be simply another social 
organization operating like any other group.  But because He is “very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, of one essence with the Father by Whom all things were made” while 
also being fully human, every dimension of our humanity may become radiant with the 
brilliance of heaven through Him. 

The Lord ascended with His glorified and wounded body.  Those wounds did not 
compromise His divinity or holiness, of course.  Indeed, it was through them that He 
conquered death and made clear that He is the Son of God and the Savior of the 
world.  And our wounds, no matter what they are, do not shut us out of the Kingdom.  We 
must, however, offer those wounds to Him, opening them to the healing light of His 
gracious divine energies.  When they are the results of our sins, we must confess and 
repent in humility.  When they are not, we must learn to make them points of contact for 
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ascending with Christ in holiness.  That requires that we learn to see what our wounds 
reveal about our lives, our relationships, and our world, no matter how difficult that 
is.   We then can make them entrances into heavenly glory when they become 
opportunities to grow in “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23) By offering even our darkest struggles to the 
Lord, we will ascend with Him to personal participation in His healing of our humanity. 

The same is true of our common life in the Church.  We will provide no credible witness to 
our neighbors if we do not visibly manifest a life of holiness that stands in stark contrast 
to the corrupt ways of a world enslaved to the fear of death.  We will not be able to speak 
of the Ascension with integrity unless we, as a community, become a living icon of loving 
union in Christ such that we are one in righteousness.  Both as a community and as 
particular people, we must be on guard against anything in our lives that distracts us from 
strengthening the Church as a sign that Christ has ascended and really does enable us all 
to rise up with Him into the life of heaven.  Anything that would hold us back from that 
high vision has no place in our lives, individually or collectively.  The more that we live 
out our unity in pursuing such a life, the more integrity we will have in inviting friends, 
neighbors, and strangers to join us as we enter in each Divine Liturgy into the heavenly 
banquet.  If we do not display the joy of the Ascension in our own lives each day, then we 
are very poor witnesses to the fullness of the Orthodox Christian faith.  The world already 
has enough religious organizations that do little more than help people feel better about 
themselves as they cope with life’s problems.  We must be something very different. 

Contrary to what many people in our culture think, the mission of the Church is not to 
provide us a means of escaping the world and its problems.  It is not to distract us for a 
couple of hours each week from our challenges or to make us think that they are somehow 
not real.  It is not to work us up into an emotional state that helps us feel better about 
ourselves.  Instead, the Body of Christ is to be a brilliant icon of what happens when this 
world, and its inhabitants with all their wounds, enters into heavenly glory.  Anything less 
is a failure to manifest in our common life the communion of love shared by the Holy 
Trinity. So let us all offer every aspect of our lives to our Lord Who has ascended in glory 
so that we may participate fully by grace in the joy that He shares eternally with His 
Unoriginate Father and the All-Holy and Good and Life-Giving Spirit, to Whom be all 
glory, laud, and honor, both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
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